CAC for Safe Schools 

State College Borough Building, Rm 241

May 6, 2010

1:00-2:30

Minutes

Present:   Jeanne Knouse, Denise McCann, Alice Ball, Dawn Taylor, Jill Cox, Connie Schulz Kerry Wiessmann,   Robbie Keen, Craig Bernier, Karen Stoehr, Laraine Bortner, Gloria Libkin, Gowen Roper, David Hutchin, LouAnn Evans, Madeline Johnson,  
Public Comment:  There were no public comments.

Minutes from the November 2009 meeting were approved.

Updates:  

Wellness Committee:  No updates from that committee.

Facilities:  No updates

Nurturing Committee:  Climate control survey will run through a team in August and then be implemented in the fall.

Officers attended the National Conference on Safe Schools in Florida.  Presented what they learned at that conference.  SCASD is ahead of the game b/c we have 3 SROs.  Schools need to be prepared b/c everyone thinks “it can’t happen here.” Early detection and intervention efforts need to be formalized.  In almost every case of school violence the early warning signs are present.  Our officers have been well trained and all the different departments have been training together for years.   Bullying was also covered at the conference.  When was the last physical security assessment of the school done and who was involved?  Parents?  Teachers? Police?  School bus safety was also a topic.

School Climate Discussion and Social Emotional Learning:  National standards were developed and PA standards were developed out of these standards.  The PA School Climate Standards were passed out.  (See attached).  Standards are in place and should be imbedded in the current curriculum.  Concern is that there is not a uniform curriculum across elementary schools that all students receive in regard to SEL.  Curricular demands on teachers have increased and changed and much of the SEL has been dropped as a result.  Teachers feel that scores are top priority.  Bottom line is that the SEL has to be taught by teachers b/c they are with the kids daily and can do the follow through with the kids on SEL lessons.  Whole school should be working with the same model, same language, etc.  Does it make sense for this group to make a recommendation on SEL for the district?  Teachers need to be mandated to teach it with uniform instruction across the district.  How much learning does not occur b/c SEL is not addressed?  

Planet Peace and PRIDE was presented.  
SCASD middle schools shared their programs and verified everything that the SRO officers presented.  

· Budget has helped to move this forward.  

· Need to keep bringing connections together.  

· Project Pride and Planet Peace.  Programs at the MS level.

· Research proves that SEL does promote learning. 

· MS does survey the students to determine the extent of the bullying. 

· MS program is similar to Olweus: similar characteristics but not exactly the same. 

· Pride Ambassadors, Peer Mediators, FCS focus in 6th grade curriculum all address bullying and peer relations.  

SCASD High school

· more of a content centric system and depend on the students coming with the skills from Middle and Elementary school.

· Do have a peer mediation program that address about 15-20 situations a year.

Ideas to Move forward to the SCASD Board of School Directors.

1. evaluate school climate with School Climate Survey with a focus and understanding of the School Climate Standards.

2. Make clear to the Board the role of the CAC on Safe Schools and where it falls in the current CAC structure. 

3. Make clear to the Board what systems are in place and what is addressed in each system: Violence committee: traumatic, casings, IST, SAP, Pandemic committee 
Please note that CAC For Safe Schools meeting dates, agenda items and meeting minutes can be located on the district website www.scasd.org 
Contact information:

Jeanne Knouse, Co-Chair jmk37@scasd.org 

Denise McCann Co-Chair dmccann@ccysb.com 
Next Meeting November 2010

