CAC for Safe Schools 
February 17, 2009
1:00 -2:30

Windmere Hall

Minutes
Present:  Jeanne Knouse,  Ed Poprick, Madelyn Johnson, Jayne Cawthern, Pat Stevens, Denise McCann,  Megan Shaper,  Jill Cox, Cathy Arbogast,  Norma Keller, Loraine Bortner, Karen Stoehr
1.  There was no public comment.

2.  Accepted Minutes from October 21, 2008 Meeting
3. CAC Updates
a. Wellness Committee—(Megan Shaper) 
Now is the enrollment period for Energy Balance Zone…schools do an on-line assessment.  Principals at schools do them.   Megan sent principals information about phy. ed and school lunch data.   Tool provides schools with comparison of other schools in PA and suggestions for improvement.

School Health Council met.   An assessment from PDE on wellness policy was shared with the committee and they will pick out 2 or 3 key areas to focus on for the rest of the year.  Templates provide action plans.

Discussion about 26% of high school kids not scheduling a lunch period.  
b. Safety in the workplace (Ed Poprik)
Facilities are the hot topic now.  In the midst of the DWFMP process.   On-line survey is available until February 22 and went out on the Alert Now system to all parents.  Approximately 325 people attended the last meeting (Dialogue #3).  Safety issues are embedded in many of the issues.  One of the primary issues of the high school campus is the open campus environment and the size of the high school.  
There is currently surveillance at the high school and although Ed is not directly involved, the feedback he’s heard is that it has been immensely helpful in dealing with student behavior and diffusing confrontational situations.

c. Traumatic Events Webpage: ( Laraine Bortner)

Questions were presented to Principals and SAP teams about the webpage and those responses have been compiled and that information will be provided back to schools.    
d. Nurturing Committee UpDate: (Jeanne Knouse)

MLK day went well.  
Talked about PATS proposal to do a research project with the Prevention Research Center.  SCASD initiative in collaboration with YSB, The Second Mile, Calvary Baptist Church, Care Partnership Communities That Care, and others.  It will cost $30,000 to do the survey.  $5,000 has been secured so far.  PLCB grant has also been applied for and United Way will be approached.  

4. PAYS Survey:

a. Student Panel Response to Pays Survey:  Jeanne talked about the process and the responses of students.  (See attached.)
b. Students believe it is common knowledge and practice to talk about drugs and drinking and to use.   
5.  Home School Visitor Updates—Pat Stevens
In response to the recent drug bust:  

Drug issue was discussed with both buildings and staff have been asked to make more of an effort to be present in the halls and bathrooms between classes.  This included adjusting faculty and staff coverage to that more staff could be in the halls at crucial times.
The Community Task Force on Alcohol will expand their role to include illegal drugs and drug use, not just alcohol.

Made arrangements to put more drug and alcohol information on the SCAHS and Middle School websites.

Met with Weis store manager and Weis put up No Loitering Signs.  The next meeting will include Chief King.  

Use of live video to present an announcement to entire student body to remind them of the repercussions of possessing, using, or selling illegal substances on campus.  

Encouraging students to anonymously report illegal acts.

Working with school security to increase awareness of illegal acts.

Also working with SADD to put out more encouraging messages.  

Pat is meeting with students and parents who are truant to discuss truancy issues and problem solve to prevent further truancy.

New attendance procedure at school that is computerized.  Letters or emails will go home to parents of students who are absent or missing for three periods.  

.Next meeting is Thursday May 14th from 1-2:30.  
Adjourned at 2:25.
Public Comment:

· Any members of the public may comment on an agenda item at the conclusion of the committee discussion of that topic.
· At the end of the scheduled agenda, and if time permits within the allotted meeting time, any members of the public may make a comment during this open discussion period on an item not on the agenda. These comments will be subject to time (set at the Chairperson’s request). 
Please note that CAC For Safe Schools meeting dates, agenda items and meeting minutes can be located on the district website www.scasd.org 

Contact information:

Jeanne Knouse, Co-Chair jmk37@scasd.org 

Denise McCann Co-Chair dmccann@ccysb.com 
