CAC for Safe Schools 
October 21, 2008
10:00-11:30
Windmere Hall 

Minutes
Present:  Jeanne Knouse, Ed Poprick, Madelyn Johnson, Jayne Cawthern, Pat Stevens, Loraine Bortner, Alice Ball, Denise McCann, Megan Shaper, Denise DeGeorge, Jill Cox, Cathy Arbogast, Gowan Roper, Jon Lodge
1.  There was no public comment.

2.  Accepted Minutes from May 19, 2008 Meeting
3.  CAC Updates
a. Wellness Committee—(Megan Shaper) 
Wellness policy update:  The committee has not yet met for this year.  Megan’s secretary is off with a serious illness and her office has been very busy.  She will schedule a meeting soon, as it looks like things are settling down.
Megan handed out the Nutrition Nuggets newsletter that goes home with families in every elementary school.

Great Apple Crunch is next week (Oct.27- Oct 31) and every student in the district will get an apple.  Some schools are doing more elaborate plans such as making dips to go with the apples; other schools are placing baskets out where students can take an apple during the day.

Megan made a presentation to the school board last spring saying they would like to see more phys ed and more recess time.  Federal mandates dictate nutrition guidelines but not physical activity guidelines.   Talked about the issue of taking away recess time as a “punishment” to classes, which the wellness committee does not support.  Committee wants to get resources out to teachers such as Jam in Minutes activities or other ways to tie in physical activity with learning. (doing jumping jacks with the times tables) We also talked about committee putting together a 10-15 minute presentation that can be presented at faculty meetings. 
b. Safety in the workplace (Ed Poprik)
CAC for facilities:  Ed is the staff liaison for CAC for Facilities which makes recommendations to the school board.   In the midst of a large planning effort around the facilities.  Trying to involve and engage the public in coming up with a DWFMP (District Wide Facilities Master Plan) by this spring.  Ed encourages public involvement.
Safety in the workplace:  Meets monthly in a different building each month.  Reviews staff and student accidents and then completes a walking safety inspection of each school.  Agenda and minutes are located on website under Physical Plant.  Certified Workplace Safety Committee has been struggling to improve workplace accidents for employees.  The modifier is a tool used to rate accidents where a 1 is normal, .8 is better than normal and 1.2 is worse than normal.  Tool used to adjust worker comp payments.  Our district is currently at 1.25 and committee is wrestling with ways to bring the number down.  

c. Traumatic Events Webpage: (Denise DeGeorge, Alice Ball, Laraine Bortner)

Questions have been given to Principals and SAP teams as discussion points.  Schools are among the very safest places to be but schools want to be prepared if something happens. Committee focuses on the physical response and have plans (evacuation, fire drills, etc,) but now need to look at the emotional aspect of dealing with trauma.  Web page is still in initial stages and the committee is looking for recommendations.  
d. Nurturing Committee Update: (Jeanne Knouse)

Took MLK Day Committee out of Nurturing and made it a subcommittee. Discussed Wellness page with sports, book clubs, occurring in schools for teachers.  Pays survey was also discussed as well as the adolescent alcohol prevention book. 

4. PAYS Survey:

a. Jeanne went over the results of the PAYS Survey.  She also showed an extensive list of programs that are happening in the schools and communities to help address risk factors and enhance protective factors.  Three new programs were highlighted, PATHS, Strengthening Families, and Child and Youth Friendly Initiative.  Jeanne and Jon Lodge talked about the alcohol prevention handbooks that were distributed through the mail to parents of 9th and 10th grade students as well as faculty and staff.  Focus group of 16 parents came together to give feedback on the book.  What came out of meeting was that the book was appreciated but overwhelming.  Plan for now is that there will be a group that will meet with Dr. Turissi to develop a proposal to do a case study on the effectiveness of the handbook.  
5. Program Updates

a. Student Panel Notes (Jeanne)- Like counseling and feel counselors do a great job in preparing them for college.  Don’t like the DARE program and said it didn’t work.   Like phys ed in north building but not the south building.  
b. Health Suite (Jeanne)- All suites have a full time paraprofessional which is a huge help.

.Next meeting is February 17th from 1-2:30.  
Adjourned at 11:38.
Public Comment:

· Any members of the public may comment on an agenda item at the conclusion of the committee discussion of that topic.
· At the end of the scheduled agenda, and if time permits within the allotted meeting time, any members of the public may make a comment during this open discussion period on an item not on the agenda. These comments will be subject to time (set at the Chairperson’s request). 
Please note that CAC for Safe Schools meeting dates, agenda items and meeting minutes can be located on the district website www.scasd.org 

Contact information:

Jeanne Knouse, Co-Chair jmk37@scasd.org 

Denise McCann Co-Chair dmccann@ccysb.com 
