




CORL STREET ELEMENTARY
PTO BOARD MEETING

April 6, 2021
In Attendance: PTO Board Members: Dr. Kelly Mark (Principal), Samantha Banning (Co-President), Mike Banning (Co-President), Sonya Miller (Vice President), Emma Jane Rose (Treasurer), Peter Miraldi (Secretary) Parents and Guests: Jackie O’Hara, Veronica Iacobazzo, David Hutchinson (School Board Representative), Rebecca Thorsen, Sarah Windish (2nd Grade Teacher), Bethany Shawver (2nd Grade Teacher), Cathy Miller (IST), Jill Ross (Kindergarten Teacher), Ann Tarantino, Lori Miraldi.

Call to Order: 7:05 PM

I. Welcome/Introductions: Dr. Mark welcomed everyone and we introduced ourselves.
II. Principal’s Remarks:
A. School-wide update: our PAWS behavior team has implemented a school-wide challenge for showing PAWS behavior at recess (and at home for our remote learners). 
a. We are working towards earning tickets and ice cream scoops in hopes that the Classic Cones truck will come if we reach our goal!
B. EXPO: Wednesday May 12. Dr. Mark has emailed home an interest link and a paper copy of the form is coming home this week (remote materials on Monday). 
a. Dr. Mark will also email a pdf copy. It will be a similar format to last year. 
b. There is a flip-grid for performances as that will continue to be virtual, but we can have projects come in to be displayed in the APR. 
c. Projects can also be added to the flip-grid. 
d. Mrs. Hooper and Dr. Mark are working on the flip-grid and will put it all together to share out with families. 
e. The important part now is to get started on your project and let us know what you're doing!
C. PSSAs are a go this year. 
a. Grades 3-5 will take ELA and Math the week of May 24. 
b. 4th grade will take Science the week of June 1 and make ups will also occur that week. 
c. As per the state’s requirement, students are required to take the test unless a parent or guardian chooses to opt out through a religious exemption. 
d. Children in fully remote or in the Virtual Academy are welcome to take the test but would have to do so in person. 

II. School Board Report: David Hutchinson said he is available for questions. 

Minutes: Emma motioned to approve the minutes and Jackie Seconded. The minutes were approved. 

III. Treasurer’s Report: Emma reported: 
A. The single largest expense this month was for the Best Event rental. 
B. We have had a few teacher reimbursement requests submitted. 
C. We have about $28,000 in our account. 
D. Emma asked the teachers to submit any ideas for outdoor experiences we can offer the students. 

IV. Committee Reports: 
A. Sonya said she polled all of the committee chairs and asked them if they could continue; some people have agreed to take over but we have a few opportunities: 
a. We need a parent to help lead the organization of the 5th Grade Party: 
i. Dr. Mark noted that COVID has disrupted the traditional 5th Grade Party. 
ii. Veronica said Mrs. Hooper questioned if there would be a 5th grade party. 
iii. Ann Tarantino volunteered to take the lead on the 5th grade party. 
iv. Jackie O’Hara also volunteered to take care of the party. 
v. Emma asked if the students could use the tents outside for the party. 
b. Veronica suggested that we postpone the Book Swap until next year.
c. Emma volunteered to continue helping with the Teacher Appreciation. 

V. Old Business:  
A. We need a Treasurer for the PTO; please e-mail Samantha Banning if you are interested. 
a. Dr. Mark said we are hoping to have someone by May. 

VI. New Business
A. Ann Tarantino provided and update on the Future Forward mural project. 
a. We collaborated with the students and art teachers on the tile and painted mural.
b. Students will vote on their favorite painted mural design to be painted on the blacktop. 
c. Shannon Goff is working on the tile mural, collecting drawings, and exploring how the project could be scaled with collaboration with other schools. 
d. Ann said the blacktop paints are the same used for tennis courts. 
e. The blacktop needs to be resurfaced with an acrylic sealer before it can be painted. 
f. The project requires an additional $4,165; Ann is applying for additional grants but she is asking the PTO for help with additional funds.
i. Emma suggested that we could raise funds from students’ families and the PTO could match the funds raised. 
ii. Veronica suggested that the project adds value to our school and asked if the school district or SCASD foundation could support the mural. 
iii. Ann said that the district will pressure wash the blacktop but said they will not cover the cost of sealing the surface. 
iv. Dr. Mark noted that the grants have been distributed for this year. 
B. Teacher Appreciation Week is May 3rd to 7th
a. Veronica volunteered to help. 
b. Samantha said she has money available from the teacher Tuesday fund. 
C. If anyone else would like to volunteer for the 2021 5th Grade Celebration, please let Samantha know. 
D. Yearbook committee would like the PTO to purchase cameras and memory cards for the Specials teachers ($200). 
a. Dr. Mark noted that our 10-day cycle makes it difficult to have a variety of Specials teachers to photograph until after the pictures are due. 
b. Sarah Windish noted that this would not be for just this year but for future years as well. 
c. Dr. Mark noted that we ask the Specials teachers before we make the decision to purchase the cameras/card. 
E. Field Day Plans
a. Dr. Mark said a decision has not been made yet because this needs to be made at the district level. 
F. School Supplies
a. Rebecca said that the PTO agreed to fund $4,500 for school supplies so parents would not need to purchase the supplies. 
b. There were some difficulties this fall and the committee suggested some ways to improve the process: 
i. Allow teachers more individuality for what they want to purchase. 
ii. Allocate a certain amount of money per student and provide teachers with a credit card with that limit to buy supplies for their class ($16 to $20 per student). 
iii. Each year, we should reassess the procedure to make any necessary improvements. 

MOTION: Jackie motioned to approve $4,500 for school supplies for the coming academic year. Lori seconded the motion. The motion carries.   

VII. Other Business: 
A. Lori Miraldi updated us on the DEI Collaboration meeting with the district-wide elementary PTOs. 
a. Lori shared out book fundraising efforts with them. 
b. Easterly has a book reading night with a guided discussion and did a clothing drive for families in need.
c. Also, they are going to put a letter together to encourage Bob O’Donnell and the School Board to hire more faculty and staff of color. 
d. Lori will keep us posted on any further ideas or collaborations.

MOTION: Mike motioned to adjourn. Samantha seconded. The motion carries and the meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM. 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, May 4th, 2021; 7:00 PM via Google Meet
*Minutes prepared by Peter Miraldi (pnm10@psu.edu) on April 6, 2021. 
