




CORL STREET ELEMENTARY
PTO BOARD MEETING

May 4, 2021
In Attendance: PTO Board Members: Dr. Kelly Mark (Principal), Samantha Banning (Co-President), Mike Banning (Co-President), Sonya Miller (Vice President), Emma Jane Rose (Treasurer), Peter Miraldi (Secretary) Parents and Guests: Jackie O’Hara, David Hutchinson (School Board Representative), Becca Thorsen, Sarah Windish (2nd Grade Teacher), Lori Miraldi, Becky Kabala (5th Grade Teacher), Brooke Karm, Kristine Schwab, Jennifer Pencek, Kate Woodruff, Kelly Essick (4th Grade Teacher), Paige Davis (Librarian), Shannon Goff, Terrill Salter. 

Call to Order: 7:03 PM

I. Welcome/Introductions: Dr. Mark welcomed everyone.
II. Principal’s Remarks:
A. We are having a great teacher appreciation week. 
B. We are in the home stretch and our MAP assessment has opened. 
a. Reading and Math assessment is ongoing. 
C. Our tents have arrived for outdoor events. 
D. There is an online link to let us know your plan for next year enrollment. 

II. School Board Report: David Hutchinson reminded everyone to vote in two weeks. 

Minutes: Sonya motioned to approve the minutes and Samantha Seconded. The minutes were approved. 

III. Treasurer’s Report: Emma reported: 
A. There is nothing major to report this month. 
B. Teacher allocations are beginning to be submitted. 
C. We approved $100 for the lunch fund. 
D. We have spent a lot less than we have budgeted. 
E. We have a little about $19,000 in our checking that has not been accounted for yet; we have $10,000 in reserve in savings. 
F. Samantha asked about the repurchase for hats and gloves. 
a. Emma said they are listed under the Sunshine fund. 
G. Emma asked teachers to remind their colleagues to submit their reimbursements. 

MOTION: Terrill motioned to approve the treasurer’s report. Peter seconded. The motion carries. 



IV. Committee Reports: 
A. Sonya said the Expo is next week. 
a. We need someone to take over the Couger Cat Run committee, Box tops, Directory, and the Spirit Sale (Expo for next year). 
b. We purchased Panera for back-to-school lunches and we are planning on doing this again. 
i. Emma asked if we will have any regular, back to school meetings. 
ii. Terrill said this is a good way to recruit new members. 

V. Old Business:  
A. Samantha asked if anyone is interested in becoming our next PTO treasurer. 
a. Kate Woodruff volunteered to run for treasurer. 
b. Samantha nominated Kate Woodruff to be our next treasurer. All attendees were in favor. 
B. DEI Follow Up 
a. Lori said that the DEI Collaboration with the district-wide elementary PTOs  is working on a letter to Bob O’Donnell and the school board to encourage the school district to hire teachers from diverse racial backgrounds. 
b. Currently, only 1% of our teachers are Black/LatinX/Asian which does not adequately represent our student population. 
c. Other school districts have done a cluster hire so new teachers can support each other. 
d. We need to ensure a welcoming and supportive environment. 
e. They will propose ways for the PTO to assist. 
i. E.g., ambassador programs, community mentoring network.
f. Dr. Mark asked if anyone from the administration has met with the group. 
i. Lori said she did not know but some members of the group work with Dr. Chatters and may have discussed it with her. 
ii. Dave said that if the PTO is supportive of this initiative, it can help the process. 
g. Paige Davis thanked everyone for helping buy new books for the library. 
h. Emma suggested that we could invite authors who represent more diversity. 
i. Paige said that they are working on accomplishing this. 
C. School Supplies
a. Becca noted that next year will be our second year for using PTO funds to purchase school supplies. 
b. When we first approved PTO funds for school supplies, we wanted to ensure that teachers had a choice in the supplies and make it easy for teachers to accomplish. 
c. The committee has met a few times to discuss the procedure and decided: 
i. We are going to put pre-loaded gift cards in teachers’ hands. 
1. They are only $6 per teacher. 
2. Some teachers are willing to be reimbursed. 
3. Teachers will submit receipts for either option. 
ii. Emma noted that the PTO account is set up to take an informal request for a Direct Money Transfer. People can always reimburse the PTO if they get too much money. 

D. Samantha said that, in order to complete the blacktop mural project, according to Ann, there is a need for additional money. 
a. Rebecca asked if we can take the funds from the other project and make decisions later. 
b. Emma asked Shannon to put together a budget for what she needs for the tiles and supplies. 
c. Kristine suggested that this year is a difficult year to fund an art project further. 
d. Jackie said that kids may not have access to the blacktop for the rest of the year and the blacktop may cost more money every few years. 
e. Emma suggested that we could fundraise from the wider community. 
f. Jackie said she likes the tile idea because it represents the kids’ work. However, the blacktop project may not reflect the kids as directly. 
g. Dr. Mark said that Ann put a lot of work into the project already in preparation. 
h. Emma said that she hasn’t received an invoice yet, so significant funds have not been released yet. 
i. Kristine suggested that the project could happen after the school year and Ann could seek fundraising outside of the PTO. 
j. Mike asked if we are going to take a pause, could Ann scale down the size of the project to reduce the cost. 
k. Samantha noted that we do not know if we will need more money for other things next year. 
l. Becca wanted to know how much Ann has already spent. 
i. Emma said that we have spent $165 so far but it would be good to know what other monies have been set aside from the grant or Penn State. 
ii. Emma suggested that they could reach out to local businesses for additional funding or matching funds.
m. Jackie asked if we could table this decision and see if the project can be scaled down and funded from other sources. 

MOTION: Jackie motioned for $2,237 for the blacktop project. Kristine seconded the motion. The motion does not carry.

VI. New Business
A. 5th Grade Party
a. Jackie said she will submit costs of $279.79 of the $1,100 allocated for the 5th Grade Party. 
B. Samantha asked if we should have a meeting in June. 
a. Emma said we would need to meet as a board but we do not need a meeting unless there is anything urgent. 
b. Everyone agreed not to meet in June. 

MOTION: Paige motioned to adjourn. Emma seconded. The meeting adjourned at 8:12 PM. 

Next Meeting To Be Determined

*Minutes prepared by Peter Miraldi (pnm10@psu.edu) on May 4, 2021. 
