




CORL STREET ELEMENTARY
PTO BOARD MEETING

August 31, 2021
In Attendance: PTO Board Members: Samantha Banning (Co-President), Mike Banning (Co-President), Sonya Miller (Vice President), Kate Woodruff (Treasurer), Peter Miraldi (Secretary) Parents and Guests: Cathy Miller (IST), Rebecca Thorsen, Christina McNeill, Nicole Gee, Yoon Hur, Michelle Shealer (1st Grade), Alison Gernand, Shelley Wilk, Abigail Jones, Sarah Schwartz, Veronica Iacobazzo, Jeanne Rockower, Jennifer Pencek. 

Call to Order: 7:02 PM

I. Welcome/Introductions: Samantha Banning welcomed everyone.
II. Principal’s Remarks:
A. Dr. Mark, who was unable to be with us, provided updates via e-mail: 
B. “We had an awesome start to the 2021-2022 school year. It is wonderful to be back together again.”
C. “We spent the week building community and setting behavioral expectations throughout the building through our school-wide positive behavior program. You may see your child come home with a PAWS ticket for practicing kindness, acting responsibly, working hard, and/or showing respect.”
D. A HUGE thank you for the catered lunch on our first day of inservice. The Panera lunch was delicious and very much appreciated. We are also grateful for the school supply support this year.”
E. On Friday I communicated our Back to School Night dates: Tuesday, Sept. 28 from 6-7:30 for grades 3-5 and Wednesday, Sept. 29 6-7:30 for grades K-2. At this time, I don’t know if they will be virtual or in-person, but will certainly communicate as it gets closer.”
F. “Please reach out if you have any questions. I’ll continue to communicate weekly with all families throughout the year.”

II. School Board Report: N/A 

Minutes: Samantha motioned to approve the May minutes and Mike Seconded. The minutes were approved. 

III. Treasurer’s Report: Kate Woodruff reported: 
A. Our projected income for 2020-21 was $18,500 but our actual income was only $8,879.21. 
B. Our actual expenses ($17,099.15) were less than our projected expenses ($34,460.00) because we did not spend as much as expected on activities and field trips.
MOTION: Samantha motioned to approve the budget report, Mike seconded. The motion carries. 

C. Our 2021/2022 expected income is $18,500 with expenses totaling $31,850, resulting in a deficit of $13,350.  
D. We have about $16,600 in our checking account but we still need to raise money so we can continue funding initiatives like school supplies and have some reserves in case of another challenging year. 
E. Cathy asked if the budgeted amount for teachers included IST (Instructional Support Teacher). Samantha said that we voted to include IST in the budget. 

MOTION: Samantha motioned to approve the 2021-22 budget. Jennifer Pencek seconded. The motion carries. 

IV. Committee Reports: Sonya reported:
A. Book Fair: The Scholastic Book Fair will be October 27th – 29th which is same time as Parent Teacher conference. 
B. Yearbook Committee: If you can help, please contact Becky Mattson.
C.  Spirit Sale will be open tomorrow and close on September 20th with delivery of items on October 4th. 
D. Expo: We need help with the Expo this year which will occur within the February/March time frame. The exact date will be established with Dr. Mark. 
E. Cougar Cat Run: Any help you can provide will be more than welcome (October 7th is the confirmed date). 
a. All on-site volunteers will need to have a background check completed and COVID vaccine records uploaded. 
b. We need someone to create flyers that we can send home to advertise the event to families. 
c. This year, we are planning on using PayPal for donations because they take a smaller percentage and are more efficient than out previous donation platform. 
i. Mike banning agreed with using PayPal and suggested that we apply soon. 
ii. Sonya asked if anyone could help set up the PayPal account and Abigail Jones volunteered to help. 
iii. Samantha Banning asked if we can link the account directly to the PTO account. 
d. Jennifer Pencek asked if there is a specific fundraising goal for the Cougar Cat Run; Kate said we are hoping to raise about $18,500. 
e. Sonya noted that she talked to families who are new to Corl Street Elementary and told them about the initiatives we fund with monies raised from the Cougar Cat Run. 
f. Cathy Miller said that Dr. Mark will include the Cougar Cat Run in her announcements/letter. 
g. Rebecca Thorsen volunteered to help with the Cougar Cat Run and Nicole Gee said she could help on the day of the event.

V. Old Business: N/A

VI. New Business
A. Girl Scout Troop 41123 (Park Forest Middle School girls) asked our PTO for a donation to help with their Bronze Award project but, without a specific amount, the PTO did not motion to approve a donation. 
B. Spirit Wear Sale: Samantha has been working with Collegiate Pride who is checking on pricing but it shouldn’t change too much since last year. 
C. We are going to close the store on September 20th. 
D. This is not a fundraiser, we are selling at cost. 
a. Cathy Miller asked if we order extra Spirit Wear for families in need. 
b. Samantha said that we did not purchase extra. We could order extra at a cost
c. Sonya suggested that we could use sunshine funds. 
E. Michelle Shealer thanked everyone for the return to school luncheon and the school supplies. 
F. Mike said we are going to push hard to raise money for the Cougar Cat Run 	
a. Shelley Wilk asked what the commitment is for PTO committees. 
b. Samantha Banning said that anyone can reach out to her or Sonya Miller to help place them on a committee. 
c. There is a list of things you need to volunteer in-person, including proof of COVID Vaccine. Your clearances are free and good for 5 years. 

MOTION: Samantha Banning motioned to adjourn. Mike Banning seconded. The meeting adjourned at 7:53PM. 

Next Meeting: October 5th, 2021 at 7:00 PM (ET) Online

*Minutes prepared by Peter Miraldi (pnm10@psu.edu) on August 31, 2021. 
