




CORL STREET ELEMENTARY
PTO BOARD MEETING

October 5, 2021
In Attendance: PTO Board Members: Dr. Mark (Principal), Samantha Banning (Co-President), Mike Banning (Co-President), Sonya Miller (Vice President), Kate Woodruff (Treasurer), Peter Miraldi (Secretary) Parents and Guests: Rebecca Thorsen, Alison Gernand, Courtney, Emily Englert, Eric Crandall, Hal Schwartz, Jing Nie, Kristin Knowlees, Kristine Schwab, Laura Henderson, LeeAnna, Maria Hayes, Matt Jackson, Michelle Shemo, Paije Davis, Sam Trout, Sascha Meinrath, Terrill Salter, Tom, Nicole Gee.

Call to Order: 7:02 PM

I. Welcome/Introductions: Samantha Banning welcomed everyone.
II. Principal’s Remarks:
A. Dr. Mark highlighted information from the back to school night video. 
a. We have a multi-teired system of support at Corl Street (e.g., IST, PAWS tickets, rewards). 
b. We will use a social-emotional screening later this year. 
c. I will share a sample parent MAP report next time. 

II. School Board Report: N/A 

Minutes: Samantha motioned to approve the May minutes and Sonya Seconded. The minutes were approved. 

IV. Committee Reports: 
A. Book Fair: Kristine said that things are mostly returning to normal this year. 
a. Preview day is Thursday (28th) and Friday (29th) for the students. 
b. The book fair will take place during parent-teacher conference. 
c. After school, treats will be available. 
d. The week before (18th-24th), students collect change and use it to give teachers (and families in need) gift certificates for the book fair. 
e. For every dollar we earn, Scholastic will match a dollar worth of books for familes in need. 
f. The only concern I have is for the virtual parent-teacher conference which could effect the book shopping. 

B. Cougar Cat Run: Rebecca Thorsen said  
a. The weather looks good for our run and you can continue to donate. 
b. If you have a clearance and are looking to sign up, please let us know or use the sign-up genius. 
c. We are not going to create a tunnel touching hands; instead, kids are going to line each side of the track and be masked in the row. 
d. All kids will need to bring and wear masks.  
e. Anyone can show up to cheer on the participants. 
f. Matt Jackson asked how long the clearances take and Sonya said it can take up to a week to a week-and-a-half to get volunteer clearances. 
g. SCASD.org/volunteer
h. Sonya said that we have just over $10,380 so far and we are continuing to accept donations to reach our minimum goal of $20,000.
i. Nicole Gee asked where most of the money originates.
i. Sonya said about 80% of the funds come from families. 	
ii. Kate Woodruff said we get about $2000 from cororate sponsors. 

C. Expo: A few people have expressed interest but we still need a committee chair. 
a. The EXPO is our S.T.E.A.M. fair and students can contribute art, science, or talent projects. 
b. The 5th graders end the EXPO with their 5th Grade Rap. 

D. PTO Newsletter: Sonya said: 
a. Let her know if you have anything to add to the PTO Newsletter which will be going out next week (sonyakm@gmail.com).  

E. Directory: Pam Trout
a. We are using A to Z Connect because it is cheaper but still has the features that we use. 
b. You can add your child’s information and decide if you want the information to be publically available or private. 
c. We will have a paper directory sent out to everyone by the end of October. 
d. Sonya added that the directory is Opt-In. 

III. Treasurer’s Report: Kate Woodruff reported: 
A. This month, we had some income (about $10,000). 
B. We finished paying out the art installation costs. 
C. Our checking account holds about $16K and our savings includes $10k. 

MOTION: Samantha motioned to approve the budget report, Dr. Mark seconded. The motion carries. 

V. Old Business: N/A

VI. New Business
A. Paige Davis said that Nalini Krishnankutty suggested we invite Lindsay Bonilla to visit Corl Street as a guest author. 
a. Lindsay is the author of Polar Bear island, 2018 Parent’s Choice Award Winner, and has more books in press. 
b. Lindsay will tell students about her books in four separate presentations, each one tailored to the relevant age group of the audience. 
c. The presentations will take place in front of the LGI stairs to maintain safe-distancing.
d. The cost for the author visit, travel, and lodging will be somewhere between $1400 to $1450 and take place on Friday, November 19th. 
e. Sonya noted that we have a budget for author visits. 
f. Mike Banning added that the budget should cover the cost so “this is something that we’re doing.”

MOTION: Mike Banning motioned to adjourn. Kate Woodruff seconded. The meeting adjourned at 7:45PM. 

Next Meeting: November 2, 2021 at 7:00 PM (ET) Online

*Minutes prepared by Peter Miraldi (pnm10@psu.edu) on October 5, 2021. 
