




CORL STREET ELEMENTARY
PTO BOARD MEETING

November 2, 2021
In Attendance: PTO Board Members: Dr. Mark (Principal), Samantha Banning (Co-President), Mike Banning (Co-President), Sonya Miller (Vice President), Kate Woodruff (Treasurer), Peter Miraldi (Secretary) Parents and Guests: Rebecca Thorsen, Kelly Essick (2nd Grade), Emily Englert (3rd Grade), Jennifer Pencek, Nicole Gee, Lori Miraldi. 

Call to Order: 7:03 PM

I. Welcome/Introductions: Samantha Banning welcomed everyone.
II. Principal’s Remarks:
A. Dr. Mark said we raised an incredible amount of money with the Cougar Cat Run. 
B.  We are going to celebrate Veteran’s Day on the 11th next week. 
a. A veteran parent will be speaking at assembly. 
b. Picture retakes are on the 23rd. 

II. School Board Report: N/A 

Minutes: Samantha motioned to approve the October minutes and Mike Seconded. The minutes were approved. 

IV. Committee Reports: Sonya Miller reported: 
A. Penn Skates: Sonya said that Penn Skates is closed so we will not be able to have a Penn Skates night. 
B. We raised over $20K from the Cougar Cat Run. 
C. Kristine sent Sonya an update about the author visit. 
D. Friday November 15, Lisa Bonilla will visit as guest author. 
a. PTO will provide food for around $1400 as part of the author visit funds. 
b. Forms went home for information about the books. 
E. Our Book fair raised about $6,300
a. Kristen needs help for the coin drive for next year. Contact her or Sonya if interested. 
b. Also, Kristen would like feedback on the donought day (does the evening work better than the morning). 
i. Nicole Gee suggested that we could have donoughts in the back near the playground. 

F. Lori Miraldi updated us on DEI 
a. Accessibility of newsletters. 
i. Some families do not have good internet access at home or do not speak English as their first language so we discussed opportunities to share school information with them. 
ii. Alex Crosswall is helping Spanish-speaking families gain access to the information they need as well as helping them orient to the area and connect with health services. 
iii. She is going to need help and is seeking a team of translators who can help when needed to facilitate communication with families. 
iv. Also, she will let us know of any immediate needs (e.g., furniture) for families in the SCASD area. 
v. Also, we want to make sure that everyone is aware of the holidays that our community celebrates so we can be aware of them when we plan events. 
vi. Dr. Chatters would like every school to have their own Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion committee. 
1. Jen asked if there will be a list of people who can help when needed and, if so, she volunteered to help. 
2. Dr. Mark said that there may be some crossover between Alex and our social worker and that it would be great to build something sustainable. 
vii. Lori mentioned that there is a SCASD book club that is forming.

III. Treasurer’s Report: Kate Woodruff reported: 
A. We had an influx of money this month
a. Cougar Cat Run earned over $20K
b. We had $400 come in from Weis School Rewards (went into the Sunshine Fund)
i. They said the program just ended but we should start it again. 
ii. Sonya suggested that we ask that our points go to Corl Street. 
iii. Kelly said we may need to sign up again. 
c. We spent some money from the Sunshine Fund for t-shirts in case students needed a change of clothes. 
d. We spent over our Paws Prize amount. 
i. Samantha said we voted to increase the Paws Prize Amount to $250. 
ii. We had some Teacher Tuesday spending as well. 
iii. Nicole Gee asked about family night frequency. 
1. Sonya noted that we have the funds in the budget to do a family night but Penn Skates is closed now. 
2. Jennifer suggested that Get Air could be a good Venue. 
3. Nicole Gee suggested Tussey Mountain for Tubing. 
4. Dr. Mark suggested that Field Day is viable for next year if we can start planning. 
a. Jennifer asked if we can use money to bring anything to the school (e.g., Shaver’s Creek). 
b. Dr. Mark said this would depend on others’ availability to visit us. 
c. Rebecca noted that some of the Pittsburgh museums offer virtual field trips and that she could provide some costs. 
d. Jennifer said she can help look into reverse field trips as well. 
e. Lori said her Engineering Ambassadors could visit Corl Street to demonstrate STEM presentations and run hands-on activities with students. 
i. Dr. Mark said she could check with STEM teachers if Lori can send her more information. 
f. Samantha suggested the petting zoo that visits the People’s Choice festival. 
g. Kelly Essick asked if teachers can make suggestions for virtual field trips and Dr. Mark said each teacher has money set aside for field trips that they can use. 

MOTION: Samantha Banning motioned to approve the budget report, Rebecca Thorsen seconded. The motion carries. 


MOTION: Jennifer Pencek motioned to adjourn. Samantha Banning seconded. The meeting adjourned at 7:58PM. 

Next Meeting: December 7, 2021 at 7:00 PM (ET) Online

*Minutes prepared by Peter Miraldi (pnm10@psu.edu) on November 2, 2021. 
