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LREF Teaching Grants 
2024-2025


“If we ever needed educated people, we need them now, with all the complex problems of the world…people must be knowledgeable, self-disciplined…and able to stick to a task.”
									–Miss Margaret Warner

Dear Lakewood City Schools Faculty:

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Lakewood Rangers Education Foundation is pleased to announce that funds will be available for teaching grants for innovative projects for the 2024-2025 school year. The funds for grant awards come from several sources. The most well-known is the Margaret Warner Fund. Other sources include the Meinke Creative Teaching Grant and the Foundation’s Teaching Grant budget.

The Margaret Warner funds originate from a generous bequest from the estate of Miss Margaret Warner, a longtime educator in the Lakewood City Schools. Upon her death in 1998, Miss Warner left a major gift to the Lakewood Rangers Education Foundation. The LREF Board of Trustees, in consultation with friends and colleagues of Miss Warner, established an endowed fund. Income from the Margaret Warner Educational Grants Fund and donations to the Foundation provide an annual source of funding for this grant program. 

The Meinke Creative Teaching Grant fund was established by former Lakewood faculty members Jim & Gail Meinke to support creative projects at Lakewood High School. They continue to support their grant fund with a generous donation every year and LREF encourages gifts to the fund as well. 

With this in mind, attached you will find the grant application and instructions. This is not a PDF, so you can expand it as needed for your answers.  Be descriptive as possible in your explanation of your needs and specific with regard to the expenses you wish to cover with the grant funds.

Interested faculty should send the completed application and any supporting materials to terri.richards@lakewoodcityschools.org. A committee will convene this summer to review the applications. Finalists may be asked for additional information or to answer questions from the committee. Awards will be announced at Convocation in August. If you have any questions, you may contact me at terri.richards@lakewoodcityschools.org or 216.529.4033.

Warm regards, 

Terri M. Richards
Executive Director
LREF Teaching Grant
Application Instructions/FAQs

Instructions:

1. Deadline: Applications and all supporting documents must be received by the Lakewood Rangers Education Foundation office on or before Monday June 24, 2024.  Late submissions will not be accepted. 

2. Available funds:  The grant selection committee has the discretion to award all or only part of the available funds, and to determine the individual grant amounts.

3. Applications and supporting documentation MUST be submitted electronically.

4. Return the completed application section from this packet and any supporting documentation as an email attachment to terri.richards@lakewoodcityschools.org.

5. We will confirm receipt of your application via email. If you do not receive this email, we did not get your application. Cyber glitches happen every day, please follow up if you submit and don’t hear from us!

6. Applications will be reviewed by a committee of the Lakewood Rangers Education Foundation. Decisions of the committee are final. Awards will be announced at the Convocation Gathering in August. Those awarded grants will be required to formally accept them on form received from us. Grant funds will be remitted to the LCSD treasurer’s office immediately after all acceptances are received. The LCSD Treasurer’s office will disperse the funds to grant recipient’s schools. 

7. Additional Notes: 

LREF requires grantees to provide a written report on their grant at the end of the grant year. If you are awarded and accept grant funding from LREF, you must agree to provide this report. Reporting forms are sent at the end of the school year and are required to be completed and submitted by a specific date for consideration for future grants. 

LREF utilizes information on grant projects to promote its work and the excellence of our school district to our community, friends and donors. Please keep in touch with us by sending updates, photos of your student activities and anything else you think would be of interest to our donors. We will contact you during the school year to arrange a visit to observe your project in action and take photos/video. We share this in our annual report and through our social media. We want to spread the word about your excellent work!

LREF does not fund general classroom equipment requests such as Chromebooks, scanners, furniture, etc. We do not fund professional development courses. We believe that these expenditures are within the purview of the LCSD and not LREF. 
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2024-2025 LREF Teaching Grant Application Form 
Please submit via email to LREF on or before Monday, June 24, 2024.


Applicant Name(s) and phone number(s):

Applicant School Contact Information:

Applicant’s Principal/Supervisor:

Project Name:


1. Please tell the committee why you are pursuing grant funds for this project. What needs are you trying to address? What problem(s) are you trying to solve? Describe your classroom, and/or the student group who will benefit from this project.


2. Give full details about your project (attach additional pages or documentation as necessary).


3. What is the amount of grant you are seeking? 


4. Project budget. Please break the project down into individual costs and calculate the total. Attach a spreadsheet that outlines your intended expenses for this project.


5. If your project cannot be fully funded, could you implement this project with partial funds? If yes, how would the scope of your project change?

6. Have you sought funds from other sources? If so, how much have you already raised for the project?  Please indicate grant maker and amount received.


7.  How will the project benefit your students/district? 


8. How many students will benefit/participate in this project?


9. Will supplies/equipment purchased for this project be able to be used for more than one year? 

10. How does your project address the Vision of a Lakewood Graduate Core Competencies (creative and critical thinking, communication, collaboration, growth mindset, global awareness/citizenship and empathy)? Please explain which competency or competencies are addressed and how. 


11. Special features (e.g. community outreach, connection to curriculum):



12. Has LREF funded this project in the past? How many times? 


13. Is there a specific date on which this project will take place? If yes, please indicate the date or date range to the best of your ability.


14. If you are reapplying for a project that has been funded by LREF in the past, what modifications or changes have you made or plan to make for the next year? Why or why not? 


15. How will you promote the Lakewood Rangers Education Foundation and, specifically, the Teaching Grant program if you receive a grant?


16. Contact details: (summer phone number, email, best time/method for contact) Please indicate any other faculty/admin members that will be working on this project with you and include their contact information. 


17.  Is there any other information that would help the committee to better understand your project?
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