UPPER ST. CLAIR PTA COUNCIL
GENERAL MEETING MINUTES & PTA COUNCIL REPORT– MARCH 4, 2015
PTA COUNCIL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

March 4, 2015
9:30 – 10:30 a.m.

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 9:37 a.m.

Approval of the Agenda/Minutes

The agenda/minutes were approved as presented.

Statement of the Treasurer
The USC PTA Council’s General Fund had a beginning cash balance on February 1, 2015 of $13,392.34 of which $2,486.51 is the Directory reserve.

· Receipts this month totaled $670.00  for:

· Membership dues from Fort Couch, Streams

· High School payment for printed directories

· Disbursements totaled $20.00  for:

· PAPTA Founders Day Contribution

· PAPTA Hannah Kent Schoff Fund

This leaves us with an ending cash balance of $ 14,042.34  as of March 1, 2015.

Reports
· Executive Committee
· President, Brooke Tarcson
· Thank you all for attending on this rainy day. Thank you for hosting, Fort Couch.  Mr. DeMar is always so accommodating. Thank you Joyce and your board for your hospitality.  It’s so nice to see all the schools throughout the year.  
· 1st Vice President, Holly Spina 
· It’s great to be here. The coffee cake looks delicious and Kristen is talking fast. Also, please come to Dr. O’Toole’s Open Mic on March 25 while he discusses and answers questions on The Budget. All are welcome. 
· 2nd Vice President, Dr. Patrick O’Toole 
· Thank you for your patience on the clearance issue. 
· The District has changed its position and now the affidavit will suffice in place of the FBI Clearance portion of the requirement, as long as you  have lived in Pennsylvania for at least 10 years.
· Appreciate your patience with the delays and closings though out this tough winter.  There will be school on May 22 and on June 11 to make up for the closings. 
· We had a great initial meting with the Strategic Plan Vision Team on Monday night at Boyce.  The whole session was spent educating the Team on the 5 major initiatives that we are re-charging and getting a roadmap for in the next 5 years, with plans already underway.

· The 2015-16 Calendar is on the website and available for review. It will be voted on at the end of  March.  Since next year is a Presidential Primary Election year, the students will not have school on the Primary Election day,  instead of having no school on the Friday before Memorial Day.  This is due to the safety of our students.

· We are currently creating a budget based on State money that will not be approved until March. Governor Wolf laid out his budget with $320,000 of new money for our District. This is different from the past.
· Our real estate and wage taxes are doing well for us.  Our net pension obligation is $750,000.

· We are about $1,000,000 short in revenues vs. expenditures.  We are running out of staffing cut options.

· The High School Principal position remains open. Pleased with how Angelo and the team are keeping the leadership moving very well. By the end of this school year, we want to have the new principal in place. 

· School Board Director , Amy Billerbeck (Member)

· Strategic Plan Vision Team meeting went well. Thank you to all who are joining the effort.  Impressive presentations really show the professionalism and amount of work going into this. 

· The following students were recognized for their achievements:

· Congratulations to the following 2015 National Merit Finalists: John B. Benhart, Ananya W. Cleetus, Dilanka T. Dharmasena, Rishabh Kewalramani Madeline E. Kulp, Melissa Levine, Eliana M.Ondrejko, TonyWang.
· Congratulations to the following students who earned recognition for their writing in the Scholastic Writing Awards, hosted by the University of Pittsburgh: Aditi Chattopadhyay,  Mahima Reddy Erin Graham, Ben Nadler
· Congratulations to Kriti Shah, who is an affiliate award winner in the  National Center for Women & Information Technology (NCWIT) Aspirations in Computing.

· On February 4th -6th, USC HS Orchestra members Mary Molitoris, Andrew Khor and Alexis Scott were selected to participate in the PMEA District 1  Festival Following her audition on the viola, Mary  Molitoris was also chosen for inclusion in the Western Region Orchestra Festival. 
· Congratulations to the Fort Couch team that took home 1st place at the MathCounts Competition Series:  Braden Yates, Dina Leyzarovich, Jason Choi, and Sam Ding will continue on to the State Competition in Harrisburg. 
· Ishaan Shah, 6th grader won 1st place winner in the Boyce National Geographic Geography Bee.
· Dr. O’Toole and the Board recognized the following for their service to the District: 
· Linda Descutner, Baker Technical Instructional Aide. Mrs. Descutner was hired as a secretary at Central Office in January 1995. She also worked as a Technical Instructional Aide at the High School and relocated to Baker Elementary School in February 2013. Mrs. Descutner retired in December 2014 after 20 years of service to the District. 
· Melvin O’Bryon, Bus Driver (Hired October 2003) Mr. O’Bryon was hired as a bus driver in October 2003 and has been a substitute and fulltime bus driver. Mr. O’Bryon retired on February 12 after 12 years of service to the District.
· Accolades to Ray Berrott and his team for the District’s  website redesign.
· The Annual Report was just sent out and contains a lot of great information on everything going on here in the USC School District.
· The Election Season is upon us and there will be 5 School Board positions expiring this year. Out of those, 3 members are running again for office, and 2 are not. 
 Unit Presidents

· Baker – Karly Cianflone
· Kids are getting ready for the annual Variety Show

· Getting ready to kick off our Flower Power Fundraiser

· Baker Bingo was fun night for all.  Great way to get out of the house during the coldest week of the year.  350 people registered.  Not a fundraiser but ended up paying for itself plus $300

· Next Meeting, March 11 @ 6:30 p.m. in the Baker Library

· Eisenhower – Gail Groninger
· On February 4th we had our 2nd level breakfast…had a great turnout despite the 2 hour delay!

· The Outreach Committee concluded the annual Teaching Kids to Care program food drive on February 27th.  Classrooms donated non-perishable food items to “stuff” the DoubleTree shuttle bus.  1500 pounds of food was collected and donated to the South Hills Interfaith Ministries on Monday, March 2nd.

· Our annual Book Swap will be held on March 17th – 19th.  Students are asked to bring in gently used age appropriate books, puzzles and games.  They then receive tickets (up to 5) that they can go use to shop.  All remaining books, puzzles and games are then distributed to help stock our classroom libraries.
· Out next General PTA meeting is Friday March 13.
· Upcoming events:

· 3/19 – Snuggle Up and Read.  This year’s theme is Reading Road trip!

· TBD – 3rd Level Social…was postponed due to school closure 
Streams – Ann Rhodes 
· Our “Children for Children” auction was a great success (despite being rescheduled due to bad weather that day!) We raised over $6,000 for “Our Clubhouse” with an additional collection raised to help our art teacher’s family.

· This month we are running LabRatz after school for 2nd and 3rd graders and have our book fair. 

· We are also hosting WTAE Channel 4 weather team for a special presentation. The presentation will be filmed and could be on the evening news on March 11!
Boyce – Vicki Strain 
· Our Valentine Gram sale for the Outreach program was a huge success. We raised $990.90. All monies will go to The Education Partnership. We hosted a Random Acts of Kindness breakfast for the staff on February 24th. All items were donated by parents and it was greatly appreciated by all who were able to attend.
· Our annual Book Swap is next week- March 11th -13th in the cafeteria. Children are encouraged to bring in gently used books to exchange.

· Author Day is coming up on March 19th.  Sharon Warchol; author of Jax Sheppard and the Seven Mirrors will give presentations to both the 5th and 6th grade in the auditorium. 

· Other than that, we are looking to fill our board. If you are interested please let me know( 

· Boyce’s next general PTA meeting is next Wednesday, March 11th.
Fort Couch – Joyce Burton
· Our next General PTA meeting will be held on March 17th.  Mr. Wilson and Mr. Berrott will be featured speakers talking about the iPad initiative.

· The last social will be held on Friday, March 20.
· The 8th Grade Farewell will be in April.
· Chipotle and Chick-Fil-A Spirit Nights will be coming up.
· Spring Spirit Wear sale will be soon. 
· Board positions need to be filled.

Standing Committees
Arts in Education – 

· Reflections-
·  We are in need of chairs for this committee.  
· State results are just in and USC has 6 State placements. 3 in 1st place, 2 in 2nd place, and 1 in 5th place. These students are in invited to the state convention in Erie for a breakfast in April.  Good luck to those who move onto Nationals. 
Directory – Committee

· Directory is great. Looking forward to working with A to Z next year. 
GATE – Lisa Clark

· Mr. John Rozzo, Assistant Superintendent and Mr. Andy Lucas, Curriculum Leader for Middle School Math will be presenting "The Upper St. Clair Middle School Math Experience." The presentation will provide an overview of the middle school math program. Topics will include: progression of courses, criteria and placement in accelerated courses, enrichment, differences between Boyce and Fort Couch, standardized test data, summative assessments, and the PA Core alignment. As always, this meeting is open to all interested parents in the community. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend.

Reporting Organizations

High School PTSO – Kristy Lee 
· On February 5th Juniors and Seniors attended the Pittsburgh College Fair at the Convention center downtown.  

· The Sadie Hawkins dance took place Feb 7th.  It was well attended and students were very well behaved.

· Feb 16th was PTSO Benefit night at Noodles and company.  We raised nearly $1,200 for PTSO.  Thanks to everyone who helped to spread the word as well as those who came out for dinner that night!

· Our PTSO meeting took place on February 18th.  Special guests included 4 students involved with the upcoming musical performance of “Kiss me Kate”. The students described the plot of the musical along with the rehearsal schedule, ticket information, etc. 

· The Staff appreciation luncheon was held on Feb 23rd.  High school staff enjoyed a catered lunch with salads and desserts provided by PTSO parents.  
Community Foundation – Leanne Adamo
· Blankets are available for purchasing.

· CF ‘s Book Club will be discussing The Girl on the Train by Paula Hawkins on Thursday, March 12 at the CRC @11am -12:30 and 7-8:30pm.  Hope to see you then!
Odyssey of the Mind – Susan Rosati

· The regional competition is this weekend in Moon. Good luck to all the teams!

Youth Steering – Amy Billerbeck
· The next event for middle schoolers will be held on April 25th at the CRC.
Old Business - None
New Business – 
· Leanne Adamo encourages everyone to sign up for the Town Hall South Lecture Series. It is 5 lectures a year on Tuesdays at 10:10 at the USC HS. The schedule and order forms are out for next year. 
· The following have been selected to be nominated for the 2015-16 PTA Council Executive Board at the next General PTA Council Meeting:
· Beth Huzjak – Vice President
· Lisa Henricks – Treasurer
· Regarding the Council level taking steps towards becoming a non PTA entity:
· There was a skit portion of the meeting led by Brooke. It showed Brooke, representing PTA Council, holding an umbrella over all the Council committee members, the PTA school units and the executive board members.  Unfortunately the HS PTSO is not allowed to be covered by the PTA Council umbrella, and therefore does not have a vote at the Council level. 
· Brooke uses this visual imagery to demonstrate how the USC PTA Council would like to be a place where ALL the schools could have a voice and a vote, and be equally covered by a non PTA entity - the USC Parent Teacher Council. 
· This illustrates visually why the current PTA Council is looking at options that could make this a reality.  The Council has been researching what we are doing and what we should be doing. Throughout this process, many of us have become very knowledgeable about our by-laws and our purpose. We would like to utilize this information to take our already high level of volunteerism to an even higher level. 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:46 a.m. 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Rachelle Engel

Next PTA Council Meeting 
April 8, 2015 

USC HIGH SCHOOL  
