UPPER ST. CLAIR PARENT TEACHER COUNCIL
GENERAL MEETING MINUTES & PARENT TEACHER COUNCIL REPORT–
 January 6, 2016
PARENT TEACHER COUNCIL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

January 6, 2016
9:30 – 10:30 a.m.

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 9:34 a.m.

Approval of the Agenda/Minutes

The agenda/minutes were approved as presented. 
Reading of Correspondence
The PTC received 2 pieces of correspondence:

· A thank you note was received from Dr. Wagner for the Holiday Brunch,  recognizing all the work the PTC and all the parent teacher organizations under its umbrella do for the students.

· A thank you note was received from Duquesne University for a donation from the PTC Executive Board and all the PTO/PTA/PTSO’s to the Father Hogan Scholarship in memory of Holly Spina’s mother, Terri Hastings, who passed this fall. 
Statement of the Treasurer
The USC Parent Teacher Council’s General Fund had an opening cash balance on December 1, 2015 of $8,646.96.

Receipts for this month totaled $1,080.00 for:

· Outreach fundraising – umbrella sales

$   900.00

· Directory sales




$   180.00



Disbursements totaled $4,873.76 for:

Check account service fee


$      10.00

· GATE refreshments



$      58.84

· Outreach – umbrellas



$4,311.98

· Insurance




$    370.00

· Holiday brunch for central office

$   122.94

This leaves us with an ending cash balance of $4,853.20 as of January 1, 2016.

Reports
· Executive Committee
· President, Holly Spina
· Thank you to the Streams PTO and Dr. Miller for hosting the meeting this month. 
· 1st Vice President, Beth Huzjak 
· Thank you for having us, Streams.  
· 2nd Vice President, Dr. Patrick O’Toole 
· Budget in Harrisburg is in place. We do not expect a lot of funding from them, and we have our own budget.  We are looking at the Act 1 exception.

· Mrs Pfender has taken over Ellie Stoehr’s position, along with Melissa Garvin in Student Support Services. 
· The No Child Left Behind mandate from Washington continues to involve required testing. There are some good things for constituents, but some are over reaching and not making a step forward.
· New board members are being initiated onto the Board, and the goal session is coming up this month. The District’s Strategic Initiative Plan will continue to be an important topic. 

· Board Advisor, Brooke Tarcson

· The nomination process will begin for the PTC executive board. The positions that need to be filled are Vice President and Secretary.
· School Board Director, Amy Billerbeck  (Member)

· School Board members Becky Stern and Louis Oliverio have retired from the board. Newly elected members are Pat Hewitt and Phil Elias. Buffy Hasco will serve as president, and Angela Peterson as vice president. Angela Petersen has been elected  as the Chairperson of the Parkway West Career & Technology Center Joint Committee for 2016. 

· Congratulations to the HS girls soccer team for winning the state title.

· Three retirements to report: 
· Mr. Roy Legacy, Maintenance Technician, was recognized for his 39 years of dedicated service to the School District. Mr. Legacy was hired at a Maintenance Technician in October 1976 and retired on September 15. 
· Mr. Mark McCreery, High School Part-Time Custodian, was recognized for his service to the School District. Mr. McCreery was hired as a part-time Custodian at Fort Couch Middle School in November 1999. In September 2000 he moved to the High School where he remained until his retirement on September 22 after 16 years of dedicated service.
· Ms. Eloise Stoehr, Supervisor of Pupil Personnel Services, was recognized for the many years she served as an administrator in the School District. Ms. Stoehr is retiring on January 15 after 22-1/2 years of dedicated service.

· Central office sees the reorganization of the Student Services position, eliminating the position of Supervisor of Special Ed, with the title changing to Assistant Director of Student Support Services. Melissa Garvin will be filling this position. 
· The board will be reviewing estimates for the upcoming recommended capital projects.

· The governor signed the state budget , but vetoed the education line items.  The schools will be receiving the 1st half of the 2014-15 budget, but there is no permanent fix. There was no vote made on pension reform.

· The USC school budget had a big spike in what we put into our retirement. January is when we need to file for an Act 1 2.8% index exception, but it doesn’t begin to cover the increase in the pension. We also need to apply for a Special Ed line item. 

· The board goals workshop, held in January, will identify the fast track curriculum recommendations made in January that will be implemented in the Fall 2016.

 Unit Presidents

Baker – Kristy Polochak
· December 9-11 Enchanted Shoppe was held

· December  23  Winter parties took place

· Spelling Bee will take place on January 19 at 3:00, with a make up day on January 21. 

· Next PTA meeting is January 7 at 10:00am. 

Eisenhower – Amy Garces
· December at Eisenhower was a month of giving back and looking forward.  We began the month with our Holiday Mart where students shopped for gifts for their loved ones.  

· The spirit of giving continued as Mr. Miller and PTO representatives traveled to Kelly Elementary School in Wilkinsburg to join the Education Partnership and Doubletree Hotels in distributing the “Power Tools” packs to the 300 PK-6 students.  The Kelly students showed their appreciation by performing original songs and dances, and of course, with big smiles and hugs.
· The values of paying it forward as an Eisenhower “Good Egg” were reinforced during a special program by Mr. Wes Lyons, former Pittsburgh Steeler and founder of “The Pursuit Program.”  Mr. Lyons talked with students about learning leadership skills, the importance of making good choices, and how they can make a positive difference in the anti-bullying atmosphere of our school. 
· The month ended with our New Year’s Eve countdowns held during our Winter class parties in December.   Balloons, party hats, noise makers, and even bubble wrap helped to make our school celebration just as festive, and perhaps even louder, than the official Times Square event.  
· January 27th is the our Spelling Bee. 
· The 3rd grade rodeo social and 1st grade breakfast will be held at the end of January. 
Streams – Alissa Mammana 
· December 3&4 was holiday shop-made $2,000

· December 10&11 The PYP people came to Streams to do the re-certification for the IB program

· December- the 4th grade chorus performed for Broadmoor manor and Country Meadows

· In December the kindergarten kids got together with their 4th grade buddies to do a STEAM gingerbread project where they created a gingerbread trap out of various materials that were provided to them.

· January we have 2 open mikes

· January 13 is staff appreciation day

· January 14 is innovative innovators CLO assembly

· January 26 is 4th grade spelling Bee

· January 28th is 1st grade special level night-magician


Boyce – Brenda Tomsheck 
· 6th grade t-shirts were distributed shortly before Winter Break. Each of the four 6th grade teams got a different color shirt.

· This Friday, January 8th is Revolutionary War Day for the 5th grade students. 

· The PTO helped get @ 25 parent volunteers to be split between the morning and afternoon shifts.

· Next Tuesday, January 12th, is the Boyce Spelling Bee. The weather date is Wednesday, January 13th. We had 56 students register for the spelling bee which necessitated having a written pre-qualification round prior to the holiday break. Based on the results, 31 students advanced to the final oral round on January 12th.

· Read-for-a-Reason, the Boyce read-a-thon, kicks off on Tuesday, January 19th. Students will be challenged to read independently and keep track of their minutes read each day for 5 days. There are daily prizes for the top reading 5th and 6th grade team and well as 2 top reader prizes drawn from all the kids who read over 100 minutes a day. Funds raised this year are going towards the purchase of a gaga pit for Boyce. A student council committee is currently researching portable gaga pits to decide which pit is best suited for Boyce. 

· Our next General PTO meeting will be held Wednesday, January 13th at 9:30am at Boyce. Upon completion of our PTO business, Mr. O’Rourke is going to do a “Meet and Greet”. 

Fort Couch – Daphna Gans
· The Fort Couch third PTSO General Meeting was held on Tuesday, November 20th and was highly attended. Following the PTSO meeting, we had an Open Mic with Mr. Demar.  
· Our iconic Reach Out campaign took place in the last two weeks before Winter Break. Students raised over $14,000 this year, which is remarkable. As every year, some of the money raised is going towards helping Upper St. Clair families in need through distribution of Giant eagle gift cards with the assistance of Upper St. Clair Police Department. The rest of the money this year, per student council vote, went to The Miracle League, MS Bike-athon, and Hope for Haiti.
· We also had our Caught You Being Good program and our Warm Winter Wishes before the Holidays, both highly popular events amongst the students and faculty respectively.
· Our fourth PTSO meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 19h. For our follow-up lecture series, we invited Mrs. Madia to discuss the transition of students from Fort Couch to the High School.
· Scholastic Art submissions are due by January 7th. 
· February 2nd is the FC spelling bee. 
High School PTSO – Melissa Epler 
· Finals started today!
· Winter sports are in full swing.
· On December 23, student council members and Mr. Holzer delivered food baskets to families and homeless shelters. The baskets contained complete holiday meals and were purchased with $1200 in money raised from students.
· The Sadie Hawkins dance is Saturday, February 6.
· The spring musical will be 'White Christmas' and will be performed in March.
· Our next PTSO meeting is Wednesday, January 20 and the next PAC meeting is Thursday, January 28. 
· 8th grade parents may want to consider attending high school PTSO and PAC meetings this spring in order to get acclimated to the high school!
Standing Committees
Arts in Education – 

· This week is the deadline for Fort Couch students to submit an entry to the Scholastic Arts and Writing competition. 
· The Boyce students will be involved in the Pennsylvania American Watershed art contest. Information regarding this contest will come out soon. 
· Information for the elementary students K-4 art contest,  “Tell Me A Story”, has been finalized and an e-alert about the competition will be sent out in the next week.
· Entries to the Arts in USC logo contest are currently being judged and as soon as we hear the winner, we will send out an e-alert.
Directory – Committee

· Directories are still available to purchase. 
GATE – Lisa Clark

· No report. 
Internet Communications 
· No report.
Partners in Education – Tracy Barnett
· We are having a meeting on January 14th at 7pm in the LGI room at Boyce. The speaker will be Erika Buchanan who is a psychologist with the Center for Pediatric Neuropsychology. She will be speaking about Executive Functioning. This will be appropriate for anyone who has issues with organization, time management, multi-tasking and problem solving. 

· We have coffees scheduled at Panera in the Galleria on February 22nd and April 18th from 7-9pm for parents to ask questions of the administration and also meet and connect with one another.

· We will have speakers at meetings in March and May (dates and speakers to be announced). The topics will likely be financial planning for special needs families and college transition issues.

· Please also save the dates for the following PIE coffees at 7:00pm at Panera in the Galleria: 2/22/16 and 4/18/16. 

Spelling Bee – Colette LeKachman
· In December we worked to get Spelling Bee on all school sites. Thank you to Doreen for your help.
Open Mike – Beth Huzjak
· Looking for a spring date for the daytime Open Mic.  Open to suggestions for topics, as well as looking forward to presenting information about the budget. 
Outreach – Chrissy Sileo / Kathy Teresi

· The umbrella sale was a huge success and we are looking to do a spring sale. 
· The individual schools are working on fundraising to meet a collaborative goal for the Wilkinsburg schools. 
Community Foundation – Leanne Adamo
· Blankets are available for purchasing as usual.

·  The CF Book Club will take place on March 10 at 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. and 7-:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Both meeting times are at the CRC. Contact Beth Erlanger with questions. berlanger@verizon.net. Our book selection is Swing by Phillip Beard. 
Odyssey of the Mind – Allison Hess
· Our 15 teams are hard at work, preparing for the Regional Tournament on March 12. We had two theater workshops at Little Lake last year, and we will have a few more group activities for all of the teams to help them rehearse and refine their performances. 
Youth Steering – Amy Billerbeck
· Always looking for new people to become involved with this committee.  The committee meets twice a year to plan programs, and the rest of the meetings are attending the presentations we are offering on topics regarding children and youth.   
Old Business

· A reminder for the units to turn in forms.
New Business

· Doreen Leech and Ray Berrott led a helpful discussion about the USC website. Mary Ann Stabile was also present from CO to add to the discussion. 
· USCSD was the first school district in the state to have a website. 

· Changes are made based on feedback. 

· Teachers’ grades and positions have been added to the website to make it easier for users to find teachers and be able to contact them.

· Updates and enhancements are continuously made to the main site, the school building sites, and the PTC/PTO/PTA/PTSO sites from your schools. 

· The e-alert system does not permanently archive e-alerts that go out.  

· The bulletin board is another method of communication that can be utilized.

· School Messenger is used when information needs to be sent to all students, or specific groups of students, through phones, and emails.  These are not based on e-alert subscription selections. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:05 a.m. 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Rachelle Engel

The Next USC PTC Council Meeting 
February 3,  2016 

Eisenhower Elementary
