UPPER ST. CLAIR PARENT TEACHER COUNCIL
GENERAL MEETING MINUTES & PARENT TEACHER COUNCIL REPORT–
 APRIL 6, 2016
PARENT TEACHER COUNCIL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

April 6, 2016
9:30 – 10:30 a.m.

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 9:33 a.m.

Approval of the Agenda/Minutes

The agenda/minutes were approved as presented. 
Statement of the Treasurer
· The USC Parent Teacher Council’s General Fund had a opening cash balance on March 1, 2016 of $9,864.20.

· Receipts this month totaled $1,462.00 for:

· Membership dues and Directory
· Disbursements totaled $$10.00 for:

· Checking account fee.
· This leaves us with an ending cash balance of $ 11,316.20 as of April 1, 2016.

Reports
· Executive Committee
· President, Holly Spina
· Thank you to the high school for the lovely hospitality. Welcome to Dr. Rozzo who is filling in for Dr. Rozzo. 
· 1st Vice President, Beth Huzjak 
· Open mike has been scheduled for April 18 at the Boyce Theater. 
· 2nd Vice President, Dr. Patrick O’Toole (Dr. Rozzo present)
· Dr. O’Toole is busy today with his appointment as the president-elect for the Pennsylvania School Board, so I will be filling in for him here today. 
· The administration likes to be involved with the Parent Teacher Council.
· The ‘16-‘17 calendar has been adopted.  It includes a ½ day the Wednesday before Thanksgiving. 

· Upcoming dates include:
i. Kennywood ticket sales on May 5.

ii. May 6 – ½ day for all students for teacher in service day.

iii. 3 open house dates for the elementary (May 12); and middle schools:  May 5 (FC), May 26 (Boyce).

iv. Last day of school is June 9.
· Brooke Tarcson, Board Advisor – no report

· School Board Director, Amy Billerbeck (Member)

· Big news is that the teacher negotiations are going  well and there will be a proposed agreement tomorrow. The teachers will vote on Friday.  If approved the Bard will call a special meeting and ratify the agreement on Friday. Terms cannot be disclosed yet, but we are hopeful to proceed positively, and if it passes, the terms will be in a press release. 
· Many commendations and recognitions in the School Board minutes on the website. 
· Dr. Suritzsky has been honored with  the Tri-State Female Educator of the Year Award.
· Tina Vojtko has been hired as the Communications Specialist for the district. We are excited to have her on our team.
 Unit Presidents

Baker –Kristin Polochak
· Spring book fair was held March 17th&18th

· April 1st was Baker's variety show

· April 7th Baker PTA mtg @ 10:00am

· April 18th Spirit night@ Chick-fil-a

· May 5th Kennywood ticket sales

· May 12th    Early dismissal , Star Night

Eisenhower – Amy Garces
· March is the month of being together at Eisenhower.  The theme was set early with the annual Book Swap, where students brought in gently used books, games, and puzzles to swap with each other. Eisenhower teachers were also able to choose books for their classrooms and all extra books were sent to underprivileged schools in Jamaica, a program sponsored by an Eisenhower alum.  The week of reading culminated in our “Clue” Game Reading Night. The event was held on 3/3 and followed a mystery theme.  Topics for rooms included: picture book mysteries, forensic nonfiction, codes/cyphers, spies, science fiction and chapter book mysteries. Teachers acted as “Clue” character readers and a school wide mystery was solved in the end, with the top detectives wining the chance to be Librarian for a Day.   

· Our newest activity, the Code Club, was introduced to 3rd and 4th graders at the end of March.  Together, students are creating and testing their own codes with a small group of fellow technicians.  We are hoping to be able to extend the program to more sessions and students in the future.
· This year’s Kindergarten Social was a magical way for our newest Good Eggs to come together.  60+ kids and their parents came to see the wonders of Al Mazing and his magic show. The kids loved him, and the parents were laughing throughout the night.
· As always, Spring Picture Day was a smiling success, as was our Spirit Night at Chick-Fil-A which resulted in $262 profit for Eisenhower PTO.  Another chance to come together will be our final Spirit Night at Noodles and Co. this Spring.
· Being a part of the larger community was a focus of this month’s Outreach goals.  Eisenhower’s annual ‘Heart to Heart” food drive for SHIM was a great success! Eisenhower and the Double Tree delivered over 1500 pounds of food and dry goods to the center.  The last Outreach event of the year will be the Coin and Cash drive for Kelly Elementary.   It will run from 4/5-4/22 and will end in a special surprise for the top collectors. 
Streams – Alissa Mammana 
· We elected our new officers and introduced our 2016/2017 budget at the April meeting.
· Book Fair is 4/7 and 4/8
· Ice Cream social is 4/7 all profits will go to the council outreach project for the Educational Partnership
· We have field trips to Heinz Hall and Meadowcroft, and an author visit.
· Looking forward to talent show May 1st, final staff appreciation luncheon on May 4th and Walk, Run, Play on May 15th.
Boyce – Brenda Tomsheck 
· Boyce had our 3rd Staff Appreciation event on Friday, March 18th to mark the end of the 3rd marking period. The committee held a luncheon at Boyce with food catered from Franco’s.

· We also had our 2nd Spirit Night of the year last Tuesday. It was held at Chipotle and raised @ $150.00.

· Science Extravaganza is scheduled for Monday, April 25th. Science Extravaganza is held every other year at Boyce and consists of all day activities for all 5th and 6th graders. The students do science experiments, make GAK, play a science-themed game show and have a speaker from Bayer. Parent volunteers are needed for this day and an email will be going out soon to request volunteers.

· The Boyce PTO will be recognizing our 2 secretaries, Irene and Jonelle, on Administrative Professionals Day which is April 27th. Typically, the PTO provides a small gift and lunch to show our appreciation on this day.

· Our next General PTO meeting will be held this Thursday, April 7th at 9:30am at Boyce. 

Fort Couch – Daphna Gans
· The March Fort Couch  PTSO General Meeting was held  on Tuesday, Match 15th. For our follow-up lecture series, we invited Christina Hostutler, LCSW, Clinical Director at Outreach Teen & Family Services to discuss Stress Management in Adolescents. 
· Our third and last social of the year was held on Friday March, 11th . It was well attended and we had added board games, ping pong tables, and a photo booth, which were very well received.
· Nominations for FC PTSO Exec Board positons and for committees are now open, we are recruiting a VP and various committee chairs.
· Almost 200 students (and a couple of dozens or so parents) are hard at work on the FC musical Disney’s’ Beauty and the Beast, which will be held on  April 29 8:30AM, 7:30Pm; April 30 7:30PM; and May 1 2:00PM.    
· Our April PTSO meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 19th.
High School PTSO – Melissa Epler 
· Our recent PAC meeting about school security was very informative. All of our school security officers were in attendance, as was Judge Ron Arnoni. Our students are in good hands at the high school!
· Hundreds of students and lots of chaperones are leaving bright and early tomorrow morning for NYC on the music department trip.
· The IB Art Show is going on now.
· Thursday, April 14 - student and staff talent show to benefit Casey's Clubhouse.
· All of our spring sports are in full swing.
· We have too many students who have won awards to even name, including a swimmer who has qualified for the Olympic trials! The website is a great way to see all of our accomplished young adults!
· AP and IB exams coming up next month.
· Our next PTSO meeting is Wednesday, April 20
Standing Committees
Arts in Education – Melissa Stalder, Kate Mayberry, Amanda McQuillan
· We are excited to unveil the ARTS IN USC logo banner. And we are happy to have the artist, our HS student, Dina Ley here to see the unveiling and receive a Michael’s gift card for her winning entry.  
· The elementary contest has been judged at the district level, and all the entries will be displayed at the CRC’s Arts & Chocolate Spectacular this weekend.  District winners will be revealed. 
· Four HS students submitted artwork to the Congressional Art Competition. 

Directory – Committee

· We hope to talk to Tina going forward with the directory. 
GATE – Lisa Clark

· No report.
Internet Communications 
· It is covered. 
Outreach – Chrissy Sileo / Kathy Teresi

· We are very pleased to report the results from Casual for a Cause day for the district staff sponsored by Dr. O’Toole:

· Central Office $162

· Baker $165

· Eisenhower $80

· Streams $93

· Boyce $283

· Fort Couch $109

· High School $150

· Grand Total:  $1,042

· The number may actually be higher, as another donation came in after the fact. I am waiting to hear back from Mary Ann Stabile for the final total.

· Next up is Stream’s Ice Cream Social on April 8, with donations directed to the cause. Thank you Streams!

· Once we have the final total from Causal for a Cause and the donation information from Streams, we will do our final tally and see where we stand. We are very close to goal!
Welcoming Committee—Stacie de la Parra

· No report. 
Reporting Organizations

Community Foundation – Leanne Adamo
· Blankets are available for purchasing.
· Ducks are for sale for the Community Day Duck Race. 1 Duck for $5, a Quack Pack of 6 for $25, and more pricing options are listed on the website @ CFUSC.ORG
· CF ‘s Book Club will be discussing The Boys in the Boat by Daniel James Brown on Thursday, May 12 at the CRC @11am -12:30 and 7-8:30pm.  Hope to see you then!
· Planning for The Giving Tea  is underway and the date is June 1st.
Odyssey of the Mind – Allison Hess
· 6 USC Odyssey teams participated in the Pennsylvania State Finals on April 2. Two of those teams placed first or second in their divisions and will be going to World Finals in Iowa in May.
· Ingenuity Camp is June 27- July 1st.
Old Business - None
New Business –  
· Nominating the new Board -- 
· The following have been presented to be nominated for the 2015-16 USC Parent Teacher Council Executive Board:
· Beth Huzjak-- President
· Daphna Gans – Vice President
· Lisa Henricks – Treasurer
· Stacey Friday – Secretary
· Holly Spina – Board Advisor (appointed)
· These nominations are presented for nomination, and will be voted on in May. 

· The Parent Teacher Council will be sponsoring a booth at Community Day in May.
The meeting was adjourned at 10:28 a.m. 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Rachelle Engel

The Next USC PTC Meeting 
May 4, 2016 

Central Office
