UPPER ST. CLAIR PARENT TEACHER COUNCIL
GENERAL MEETING MINUTES & PARENT TEACHER COUNCIL REPORT–
 MAY 4, 2016
PARENT TEACHER COUNCIL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

May 6, 2015
9:30 – 10:30 a.m.

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 9:40 a.m.

Approval of the Agenda/Minutes

The agenda/minutes were approved as presented. 
Statement of the Treasurer
· The USC Parent Teacher Council’s General Fund had a opening cash balance on April 1, 2016 of $11,410.20.

· Receipts this month totaled $94.00 for:

· Outreach, Umbrella sale and Directory
· Disbursements totaled $433.86 for:

· Checking account fee, Arts in USC expenses, Open Mike Refreshments and Secretary expenses. 
· This leaves us with an ending cash balance of $ 10,976.34 as of May 1, 2016.

Reports
· Executive Committee
· President, Holly Spina
· Welcome to you all.  Thanks for your support all year.  It has been a fast year.  Please welcome Beth Huzjak as your new Council president. Dr. O’Toole, you do a fabulous job of leading the district with patience and transparency.
· 1st Vice President, Beth Huzjak 
· A big thank you to Holly for being a great example. Thank you to Dr. O’Toole for the very well attended open mike last month. 
· 2nd Vice President, Dr. Patrick O’Toole 
· Thank you Beth for organizing the open mike.

· We are finishing one year, but also preparing to start a new school year in 3 short months. Budget and staffing preparations are in full swing for August. 
· Struggling to keep up with our human resource costs.
· Making changes at the middle school level in the Expressive Arts classes.

· We want to protect the class sizes to be manageable and effective.

· Elementary enrollment has gone down recently as a regional and national trend.  We need to anticipate the need in the future.

· Continue to fund the strategic initiatives including STEAM and Technology.
· Tina is doing a fabulous job as Communications Specialist for the District.

· Board Advisor, Brooke Tarcson

· So glad that Council has survived its inaugural year as Parent Teacher Council.

· School Board Director, Amy Billerbeck (Member)

· Grateful for the PTA/O presidents and all the volunteers that make so many things in our district run smoothly and create great opportunities for our students. 
· Raising the taxes by 1.3 mils will cost $261 annually on a $200,000 property in USC. 
· Pension is costing the district 30 cents  additional currently, which used to be only 5 cents additionally. 
· Music department received a prestigious National Music Award recently.
 Unit Presidents

Baker – Kristin Polochak
· May 11 Changeover Brunch 10:00 @ Panera

· May 12 Star Night

· May 19 Fourth grade pool party

· May 23 - June 6 Supply kit fundraiser

· May 25 Spirit night @ Noodles and co. 

· Week of May 23-28 Outreach benefitting  South Hills Youth Ministries

· May 31 Move up to Boyce day 

Eisenhower – Amy Garces
· One of the first pieces of good news for Eisenhower was the awarding of two district winners for the annual Arts in USC contest.  Ben Todd and Evelyn Hertzog both received first place in the overall competition, and many others ranked first for their grade levels.  Overall, we had 11 students participate.  

· An exciting event for students was a visit from Sadecky’s Puppets.  The “muppet-like”, interactive stage show focused on the theme of “It Pays to be Nice.” and the kids just couldn’t get enough.  

· The final, and most exciting event, was our annual coin drive for the Kelly school.  Students collected $1500, enough to fill the 5 jars needed to be awarded the final prize…Mr. Cosgrove’s haircut!!  The entire school is beyond excited to see just how short Mr. C will go!  

· New officers to our Executive PTO board were nominated at the April meeting, with final voting to be done in May.  

· Committees are quickly being filled, many by new to Eisenhower families, providing fresh ideas and enthusiasm.  
Streams – Alissa Mammana 
· Talent show was a success! A big thank you to Leria Miles, who ran the talent show and will be our new PTO president. 
· Walk, Run, Play is scheduled for May 15th .  All money will go towards the new playground equipment.
· Ending the year with lots of field trips, pirate game, 4th grade graduation, Field Day, STAR night, and the presentation of the PYP 4th grade projects. 
· Donated $700 to the EP as part of the Council Outreach. 
Boyce – Brenda Tomsheck 
· Science Extravaganza was held last Monday, April 25th. All 5th and 6th graders enjoyed a day of science related activities including experiments, a science-themed game show and a guest speaker from Bayer.

· 6th grade Deer Valley trips start next Monday, May 9th. Four teams will each spend 3 days at Deer Valley with the 4th/last team returning on Friday, May 20th.

· Boyce Celebration of Learning will take place on Thursday, May 26th at 7:00 with an early dismissal that day at 1:15.

· The Boyce PTO will be looking for parent volunteers for 2 events in June – the 6th grade graduation party at Fort Couch on Thursday, June 2nd and also for Field Day on Monday, June 6th.

· Our next PTO meeting will be our Board changeover luncheon on Wednesday, May 25th at 9:30am at Franco’s in McMurray.

Fort Couch – Daphna Gans
· The April Fort Couch PTSO General Meeting was held on Tuesday, April 19th. Our school nurse was a guest speaker and provided information on the new state immunization requirements. There are significant changes in immunization policy at the schools, parents should check on the district website.  Also at that meeting, our PTSO 2016-2017 was voted on and approved.
· Nominations for FC PTSO Exec Board positons are now closed and elections will take place at our upcoming May PTSO meeting. Brenda Tomsheck was nominated for Secretary, Hemina KrishnaBachia was nominated for VP. Our treasurer, Alison Hess is serving for the second year, and Melanie Lenthall will be our president.  
· In our continuing efforts to increase parent involvement, we have started a Fort Couch Facebook page. In addition, our treasurer Alison, who doubles as our tech guro, created a video summary of our PTSO meeting and posted on our FB page, and plans to do so for every meeting. The responses we got were very positive.
· Over 140 students participated in the FC musical Disney’s Beauty and the Beast, which was held this past weekend. The show was an incredible success, check out picture on the district FB page.
· We have our teacher appreciation activities coming up this month with three consecutive events:
· May 23: Breakfast
· May 24: Dessert bar and coffee
· May 25: Luncheon
· May 23rd is also our last spirit night for the year at chick-fil-a.
· There will be a Chinese auction of gift baskets donated by parents, gift care raffles etc.
· Also in May, May 19th is our 8th grade farewell, which is an evening school social for 8th graders only.
· Finally, we have our celebration of learning tomorrow, May 5th, 7-9 pm along with the IB science fair.
· Our May PTSO meeting, the last PTSO meeting of the year will be held on Tuesday, May 17th. It will be our changeover meeting.  
 
 High School PTSO – Melissa Epler 
· AP and IB tests are going on this week and the next couple of weeks
· Lots of tryouts have taken place recently or are happening now (cheer, band, dance, hip hop, auxiliary)
· Last PTSO meeting April 18
· Awards Night April 24
· New finals structure this year means very few traditional written finals at the end of the year
· Prom June 7
· Graduation June 9
Standing Committees
Arts in Education – 

· We had a very successful year at every grade level of Arts participation and awards.  Looking forward to next year!
Directory – Committee

· Looking forward to working with Tina to get the directory out sooner in the school year. 
· Created a FB page for PTC.

GATE – Lisa Clark

· GATE had a successful year with 4 well attended and well received meetings. We started our year in September with a presentation on our elementary school gifted program and general information session regarding programming across the district, identification and acceleration. 
· In December we continued some of those discussions with a Holiday Coffee at Panera Bread.  This was a great time for people to ask questions and get to know each other.  
· In March we presented "The USC Middle School Math Experience" for the 2nd year in a row.  Again this presentation was well received with great attendance and a lively question and answer session.  
· We are closing our year this morning with a presentation on college financial aid.  
· As a reminder, GATE meetings are open to all and I try to offer a couple of topics each year that would appeal to a broad audience.  If you have any suggestions for topics please let me know via email at clark1692@verizon.netor you are always welcome to call me at 412-852-1285.  Once again, it has been a pleasure to serve as your GATE Chair this year and I look forward to returning in the fall.  Have a safe and happy summer.
Internet Communications 
· It will be covered. 
PIE – Tracy Barnett is chairing next year.
Outreach – Chrissy Sileo / Kathy Teresi

· Happy to report that we exceeded the goal and did what we set out to do as Council.
· We feel it is very important to be involved with helping the children who live 10 miles from our neighborhoods.  
· The EP gives opportunities for our students to help and make a difference. The education goes both ways. 
· Justin Brown, Education Partnership founder,  was presented a check for over $12,500 from Dr. O’Toole, representing the donation from Council.  A big thank you to all of the units for their hard work and perseverance to see this effort through as a united front. 
Welcoming Committee—Stacie de la Parra

· September 9th is the date. 6:00pm dinner in the HS cafeteria, followed by the USC football game in our stadium.
Reporting Organizations

Community Foundation – Leanne Adamo
· Blankets are available for purchasing.
· Ducks are for sale for the Community Day Duck Race. 1 Duck for $5, a Quack Pack of 6 for $25, and more pricing options are listed on the website @ CFUSC.ORG
· CF ‘s Book Club will be discussing Boys in the Boat by Phillip Beard  on May 12 at the CRC.
· The Giving Tea is June 1st.

Odyssey of the Mind – Allison Hess
· Two fundraisers for our World Finals teams: May 9th Paint Night at Al's Café and a Pirate/Pens ticket raffle. 
· World Finals are at the end of May in Iowa, so they appreciate any and all support!
Youth Steering – Amy Billerbeck
· Upcoming talk at the CRC on May 11th regarding “Opiod Use and Prescription Drugs.”
Old Business - None
New Business –  
· Community Day – Council will have the “Panther Pork Derb”y pig race and also sell PTC umbrellas. 

· Presentation of the PTC Honorary Awards

· Two candidates have been selected to be honored for their continued service to going above and beyond with volunteering efforts that have helped the USC students for many years. Today we honor Leanne Adamo, a USC parent and longtime PTA volunteer in many capacities and schools; and also Chief Joe Connors, Head of Security for the district who has continued to support and help the PTA/ PTSO/ PTO/ PTC leadership in many capacities that are way outside of his job description.  Both of these people have added many things to their already full plates for the betterment of the schools, students, and the district as a whole.  We are thankful for each of them putting their heart and soul into helping the volunteer organizations throughout the district. Thank you so much. 
· Voting in of new Board – Brooke Tarcson
· The following have been selected to be nominated and are now being voted on for approval as the for the 2015-16 USC Parent Teacher Council Executive Board:
· Beth Huzjak-- President
· Daphna Gans – Vice President
· Lisa Henricks – Treasurer
· Stacey Friday – Secretary
· Holly Spina – Board Advisor (appointed)
· Motion to approve this nominated board. A 2nd motion.  The vote is unanimous in approving all the nominated officers. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:50 a.m. 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Rachelle Engel

The Next USC PTC Council Meeting 
June 1, 2016 

Central Office
