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February 5, 2020
9:30 – 10:30 a.m.

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 9:34 a.m.

Approval of the Agenda/Minutes
The agenda/minutes were approved as presented.

Statement of the Treasurer
· The USC Parent Teacher Council’s General Fund had an opening cash balance on January 1, 2020 of $17,419.33.
· Receipts totaled $20.00 for directory sales in January 2020
· Disbursements totaled $3,891.31 for directory sales (High School $570.00, Fort Couch $680.00, Boyce $90.00, Baker $144.00, Eisenhower $273.00, Streams $70.00), A to Z directory invoice ($1,908.00), holiday brunch and Mary Ann Stabile’s retirement gift (156.31) in January 2020 
· The ending cash balance totaled $13,548.02 as of January 31, 2020.
Reports
1) Executive Committee
· President, Batool Nulwala	
a. Wellness Committee is hosting the viewing of Screenagers on Feb 18.
b. Spelling Bee concluded in January.
c. Arts in USC is going on now.
· 1st Vice President, Kerstin Goodworth
a. No report. 
· 2nd Vice President, Dr. John Rozzo
a. Dr Rozzo could not attend so the update was provided by Dr Suritsky.
b. January is School Board recognition month. At the last school board meeting on Jan 27 the administration recognized the members of the school board. A new school board member was appointed – Jennifer Schnore.
c. At the January school board meeting the district presented its standardized test data. The overall picture is that the students continue to perform very well.
d. The pool at the high school was officially opened in January for the senior night swim meet.
e. At the board level and the district level they have begun the budget process.
f. Strategic Planning will begin – the current Strategic Plan expires this year in June. Information has gone out to the community looking for input on the new plan.  There will be a kickoff to the planning in March.
g. An Extended Teacher Certification program has been implemented to assist with the substitute shortage.  There is a substitute shortage on a daily basis. This program will kick off this year.  We are currently in the middle of the process. Two informational sessions were held in January and had close to 100 people attend. Administrators are interviewing candidates for this program. A group will begin to go through training and complete online instruction and assessments. Anticipating to begin using these subs in March.
· Board Advisor, Suzanne Wynne
a. Suzanne thanked all of the board members for all that they do.  Suzanne recently had the opportunity to investigate what the board does and has a great appreciation of what they do.
· School Board Director, Daphna Gans
a. Jennifer Schnore has joined the school board.
b. Want to emphasize the Strategic Plan process and encourage community involvement.
c. The district has opened up a new opportunity to substitute teachers. The idea is to increase the pool of substitute teachers.
d. The school board approved the curriculum recommendation.
  
Unit Presidents
Baker – Betsy Wilson
· Kids of Steel program has kicked off and will conclude with the kids marathon on May 2.
· Our 4th annual Read-a-thon will begin on Feb 21st. Students are encouraged to chart their minutes read and ask family and friends to pledge funds for each minute. Baker Bedtime Stories will be held on Feb 25th where kids wear pajamas and teachers and staff read aloud to them.
· PTA gift to school – Baker Beautification Project is underway with added artwork in the school and sensory paths. 
· We hosted spirit nights in November and December at Chipotle and Anthony’s Coal Fired Pizza.  We will be hosting a January spirit day at Duck Donuts on January 20th, a day the students are off school, so if head out that way be sure to support Baker PTA.
· We held our annual “Enchanted Shop” event in December, where the students come and shop for gifts for family and friends.  This was our third year utilizing the Penguin Patch shop company and we will continue to use them in the future.
· Our Variety Show is coming up on January 24th.  Like last year, we moved the show to earlier in the year to accommodate the district’s need for theater space in the spring. 
· Our next PTA meeting is scheduled for March 12th at 10:00 am. 
Eisenhower – Natalie Livingston
· Winter Eisenhower Extras began this week.  Offerings include Clay Café, Golf, Chess, Yoga, lacrosse, paint your own pottery, and coding.  Will run for 4 weeks with exception of golf which runs for 5 weeks.
·  SHIM food drive – all boxes have been placed outside of classrooms, e-alert sent and a paper copy of the information was sent home.
· Tomorrow will be a presentation of the kits Eisenhower students in grades 3 and 4 assembled with Education Partnership to the students of the Kelly School.
· Ice Cream Social will be on Feb 13.
· 2nd grade social – family game night – will be held Feb 20.
· Planning for Reading Night on March 5 is underway.

Streams – Amy Hollingsworth
· Spelling Bee was completed with 11 participants.
· Children for Children event will be held on Feb 20.
· SHIM food drive will be held in March for Streams due to the Children for Children event in February.
· Afterschool programs taking place are Creative Computing and Lab Rats.

Boyce – Gina Swanson
· Congratulations to Spelling Bee champ – Nikhil Chadran – winning word was “transmute” in 26 rounds.
· Winter session of Chess Club begins Feb 5.  One more session will be held beginning Apr 29.
· Spring Committee chair meeting will be held on Feb 12 at 10:00 am in the Boyce LGI.
· In partnership with the No Place for Hate Committee, the Boyce PTO is pleased to sponsor the ceramic butterflies for all 6th graders.  The Butterfly Project is attempting to have one butterfly painted for every child lost in the Holocaust.  Activity will be age appropriate in conjunction with their ELA novels.  They will be displayed in the butterfly garden.
· The Spelling Bee will be on Jan 30.
· Yearbook s are currently on sale for $16.99.  Orders will be placed online.  Books will be distributed before the end of the school year.
· Winter Blast in cooperation with YSC will be Feb 22.  There will be dodgeball, a DJ, inflatable obstacle course, bingo, carnival games, pizza and prizes. It is $10 + SHIM donation.
· New Boyce Clubs – Pride Time Clubs – begin next week.
· SC selling Valentine Grams for $.50 and will benefit the Ronald McDonald House.
· RAOK week – various activities next week that will be communicated via Team/Guidance.
· Pull Tabs – goal is to collect as many as possible.  Money received from local scrap yards for the aluminum goes toward helping cover the cost for families who need to stay in Ronald McDonald House Pittsburgh.  So far Boyce has collected over 8,000 tabs, which has provided over 8 free nights of stay.
· Garden Club will be sponsored by Nurse Fisher and Mrs. Olsen.  Students will learn about gardening and nutrition.  Some of the produce will be given to SHIM. 

Fort Couch – Stacey Cobb
· Yearbook flyers will be sent out soon.
· The social will be held on 2/13 from 7:00-9:00 pm as well as Spirit Night at Bonefish.
· An 8th grade parent meeting, Q&A session, will be held with counselors on Feb 11 at 9:30 am in the LGI.
· Next meeting will be held in March.

High School – Deonna Dreher
· Feb 5th – Seminar – Becoming a Competitive College Student 
· Feb 8th Sadie Hawkins dance
· PTSO will speak at the 8th grade parent meeting on Feb 11.
· Staff Appreciation will be held Feb 17.
· Next PTSO meeting will be on Feb 19 at 9:30 at the high school.
· Principals Advisory Council meeting will be held on Feb 26 at 9:30 at location TBD.
Standing Committees
Arts in USC – Kathy Ginsburg
· The 2020 Arts in USC contest kicked off at the end of January.  Arts in USC is an art contest for grades K-7 that encourages students to create a piece of 2-D art based on a chosen theme.  This year’s K-4 theme is “A World of Understanding, A World of Compassion.”  The theme for grades 5-7 is “No Place for Hate” to go along with our district wide campaign to achieve the ADL’s No Place for Hate designation.  Each school will hold judging for their school prizes in each grade.  The first place winners in each grade in each of the elementary schools will go onto district judging.  All entries are due to the main office of their school by Monday, March 2nd.  Each submission will be displayed on March 28th at the Arts and Chocolate event at the USC Rec Center.  

Wellness Committee – Libby Mascaro
· Leadership has been developed within the committee.
· Elle Snyder, student ambassador, works with the committee.  Recently have added another student, Max Mandler.
· There will be 2 screenings for the documentary Screenagers on Feb 18 at 10:00 am at the MAC and at 7:00 pm at Boyce Theater.  There will be 2 screenings for Screenagers: Next Chapter on March 10 at 10:00 am at the MAC and at 7:00 pm at Boyce Theater.
· Hallie Snyder is working with Streams Children for Children event that will benefit NAMI Why Care and Horses for Hope.
· At the high school, award winning youth speaker on resiliency Kate Fitzsimmons, will give two 50-minute talks on Feb 21.
· Chris Herren, former NBA star and addict, will speak to high school students and to the community on March 27.

Partners In Education – Anne Marie Shaw/Frances Scher
· An information session will be held on March 5 in rooms 148/149 at the high school.

Performing Arts – Shelby Wherry – no report

Spelling Bee – Colette LeKachman
· Congratulation to all USC students who participated in their school’s spelling bee in January!  The five first-place winners will go on to represent USC and their respective school at the 70th Annual Western Pennsylvania Spelling Bee to be held on Saturday, March 7 at Robert Morris University.  Approximately 110 students from western Pennsylvania will participate in this event.

Caring and Sharing – Leira Miles – no report

STEAM – Suzanne Wynne 
· STEAM has partnered with a high school student to create a new club called Spark Girls into STEAM. Working with the administration at Boyce for her to come and provide an after school mentoring club for Boyce girls in the Spring.  It will be held in March for 4 weeks.
· Creative Coding Club will kick off this week in the elementary schools.   

Directory – Beth Huzjak/Stacey Friday – no report

GATE – Penny Miller 
· GATE committee continues to work on the website development.  If you have GATE related information or opportunities that you wish to share on the website, please contact Penney Miller at gateuscptc@gmail.com .

Open Mic – Kerstin Goodworth 
· Spring Open Mic details will be coming soon.

Welcoming Committee – Kim Megonnell – no report

Reporting Organizations

	Community Foundation – Daphna Gans/Beth Erlanger
· The Community Foundation assisted with a grant for Screenagers.
· Collaborating for the 3rd year with Little Lake Theater at the high school and Boyce. Last year assisted Boyce with Deer Valley skits.
· Donated $14,000 to the school district to update the infrastructure for communication in a crisis.

Odyssey of the Mind – Laura Murtough/Meridith Markovitz 
· Spontaneous fun day will be on Feb 15 for all teams preparing to go to regionals.
· 18 teams are preparing for regionals that will be held on March 7.

Youth Steering – Amy Billerbeck 
· Work with the Wellness Committee for the Screenagers event.
· Winter Blast will be held on Feb 22 for all 5th and 6th grade students.
· Collaborates with the school wide SHIM drive.
· Talking ideas on how to help 7th and 8th grader students.

New Business
· SHIM Food Drive
· A district wide food drive will be held at the schools from Feb 1-28.  South Hills Movers will pick up all boxes on Monday, 3/2.  E-alerts have been sent out to families.
· Bylaws Revised and Approved
· Every 5 years we revise and review our bylaws.  This was completed at our last executive meeting.  They have been revised and signed and are available to view.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:34 a.m.
Respectfully Submitted,
Michele Unice

The Next USC PTC Meeting
March 4, 2020
USC High School

