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October 2, 2019
9:30 – 10:30 a.m.

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 9:36 a.m.

Approval of the Agenda/Minutes
The agenda/minutes were approved as presented.

Statement of the Treasurer
· The USC Parent Teacher Council’s General Fund had an opening cash balance on September 1, 2019 of $11,176.30.
· No receipts
· Disbursements totaled $136.62 for the New Family Dinner in September 2019 
· The ending cash balance totaled $11,039.68 as of September 30, 2019.
Reports
1) Executive Committee
· President, Batool Nulwala	
a. No report.
· 1st Vice President, Kerstin Goodworth
a. Open Mic is scheduled for Nov 20th. 
· 2nd Vice President, Dr. John Rozzo
a. Construction project – the pool is showing a mid-November completion. The first home swim meet will be Dec 17th.  The building at the stadium, which houses the administrative offices, is near completion.  There has been temporary occupancy in the press box and game management rooms.  Full occupancy is expected this week and the move in date is Oct 12th.
b. Friday, Oct 4th is the Halls of Fame for Academic, Arts and Athletics.  We are inducting 11 new members this year.
c. ALICE Training began in the elementary schools and will progress through Boyce, Ft Couch and the High School.  Chief Bryson has been doing a great job leading this initiative.  Please contact your building principal if you have any questions.
d. Enrollment has been stable.  We are up 4 students from last year district wide.  Our total enrollment is 4,085 students.  Our largest building is the High School with 1,388 students - Ft Couch 659 students, Boyce 604 students, Eisenhower 522 students, Streams 501 students and Baker 411 students. Our largest class in the district is the 11th grade class with 386 students. The smallest class is our kindergarten class with 262 students.
e. Thank you to everyone, the September meeting is the annual recognition of gifts to the schools.  We are fortunate in this community to have a lot of family and alumni and community groups that donate to our schools – including our Parent Teacher Groups. Last year we received $123,140 from all of our Parent Groups.
f. Dr Suritsky, Deputy Assistant Superintendent spoke about an evening event that will take place on Oct 29th at Boyce in the Library.  It is called Sharing Her Story.  It is an appropriate event for women in the community as well as adolescent girls.  The initiative is called USCGAL – Upper St Clair Girls Advance in Leadership.  In January, $48,000 in funding was secured for this initiative.  It is a 3 year initiative to help girls and women personally develop themselves.  There will be an evening speaker series with the first speaker being Dr Mary Lamb. She’s an Upper St Clair resident and mom of 3 boys and is a very successful doctor. 
· Board Advisor, Suzanne Wynne
a. Suzanne thanked everyone for attending the evening meeting and all of the board members and administration.
· School Board Director, Amy Billerbeck
a. The High School girls soccer team was in the news recently for their sportsmanship following a game with Brashear High School.  
b. Three students recently became published authors.
c. The Varsity Golf team was awarded the Panther Cup for the academic team award. This award goes to the team with highest GPA district wide.  The team had an average GPA of 3.87.
d. Six high school students were named semi-finalists in the 2020 National Merit Scholarship competition. Nineteen students were commended students.
e. The college board recently announced that 139 students are the designation of AP scholar.
f. Boyce Middle School courtyard was transformed by 4 ninth grade girls which helped them complete their silver award for girl scouts.

Unit Presidents
Baker – Betsy Wilson
· Jackie Barefoot, VP, presented for Betsy Wilson.
·  Kid Stuff book sale was delayed due to supply issues.  They should go home this week and are available Oct 2-16.
· Currently in the middle of the Yankee Candle fundraiser which will run through January.
· We are presently at 177 total family PTA memberships 
· Over 25 parents attended the kindergarten parent coffee last week
· First spirit night is scheduled for Wednesday, Oct 16 at Chik-Fil-A from 4:30-7:30
· Boo Bash will be held from 6:00-8:00 pm on Oct 11
· Harvest parties and parade will be held on Oct 30 beginning at 1:00pm
· We are participating in the district wide food drive again for the Outreach Program.  Our Outreach Committee has decided to do a fall book drive that will benefit non-profit Bridge 365
· Fall book fair will be held Nov 11
· Next PTA meeting is scheduled for Nov 7 at 10:00 am
Eisenhower – Natalie Livingston
· First PTO meeting was held on 9/13. Mr Miller presented to the group on the work that Greg Tang has been doing with all elementary school teachers on teaching math.
·  Fall picture day is 10/3
· 4th grade breakfast was held last month and 2nd and 3rd grade breakfasts will be held this month and 1st grade breakfast will be held in November.
· Harvest parties and parade will be held 10/30

Streams – Amy Hollingsworth
· Stravaganza is 10/11
· After school programs are starting this week through Oct-Nov
· BoxTops and Kid Stuff coupon books are underway
· Membership is going strong and will make a push after Stravaganza
· Kindergarten open mic was held and 4th grade open mic will be held in Oct
· Chik-Fil-A spirit night on 10/30
· Harvest parties are on 10/30

Boyce – Gina Swanson
· Successful Open House was held and got to show off the Boyce gardens as well as sell the school excuse notepads for $2 to benefit the Boyce caring and sharing fund.
· There will not be a PTO meeting in October.  Instead there will be a committee chair meeting on 10/10
· Deer Valley fundraiser is happening – selling candles and wrapping paper.
· Socktober – crazy socks will be worn on Fridays in October. Socks will be sold and proceeds benefit the Washington City Mission.
· Recess enhancements will be coming – info to follow

Fort Couch – Stacey Cobb
· Open House will be held on Oct 3 from 7:00-9:00.  Students will be dismissed at 1:15.
· Chipotle fundraiser on Oct 16 from 6:00-8:00
· Chess Club has begun and is held on Wednesdays through Nov 20
· FCMS Auxiliary program held an informational meeting for interested students. This program is for anyone interested in knowing what it is like to shake a pom, twirl a baton or swing a flag.
· Fort on the Field is Friday, Oct 4. Fort Couch students are invited to march with the USCHS marching band.

High School – Deonna Dreher
· Picture days at the high school are 10/2 and 10/3
· Next Tuesday – College and Career Fair held at Cool Springs
· Football game 10/4 – 50/50 proceeds will benefit a local family
· Next meeting 10/16
Standing Committees
Arts in USC – Kathy Ginsburg – no report

Wellness Committee – Libby Mascaro 
· Wellness Committee along with the girls soccer team will hold 2 green out games.  The first was held on 9/11.  NAMI was there giving out information.  The second green out game will be 10/7.  Elle Snyder, a junior, taken the lead on this project.  
· NAMI walk coming up and the girls have raised almost $3,000
· Unselfie book clubs will be held at several of the schools. Dr Michelle Borba will be here Monday, Noveber 11 and will speak to the teachers during the day and will give a presentation to the community at the High School from 7:00-8:30 p.m.  The meet and greet event offered to those that attend the book club will be held at St Paul’s prior to the evening presentation.
· Also bringing in a screening of the documentary – Screenagers and Screenagers, Next Chapter.  There will be a daytime screening and a nighttime screening.

Partners In Education – Anne Marie Shaw/Frances Scher – no report

Spelling Bee – Colette LeKachman – no report

Caring and Sharing – Leira Miles – no report

STEAM – Suzanne Wynne 
· A high school student has created a new club called Spark Girls into STEAM. Working with the administration at Boyce for her to come and provide an after school mentoring club for Boyce girls.  

Directory – Beth Huzjak/Stacey Friday 
· Close to releasing the verification email. During the process a printed copy of the directory can be purchased and payment of PTO/PTSO/PTA dues can be made.

GATE – Penny Miller 
· Many thanks to Susan Coyle, Yesha Katukota, Heather Metzger, Gautam Pandya, Melissa Waldron, Amy Zahalsky, and Julie Zeringue for volunteering to help with the GATE committee this year. 
· The GATE committee met on September 13, 2019 to assess GATE needs, prioritize GATE activities for 2019-2020, and assign a task list to committee members based upon their interests.  The committee prioritized updating the GATE website so that GATE information would be readily available to parents.  Three (3) committee members underwent website training with Tina Vojko on September 25 and are currently working on updating the website for GATE with a tentative roll out by November.  The GATE committee also reached out to Lauren Madia, Assistant Director of Student Support Services, and she agreed to provide a seminar later this fall about GATE in the USCSD.  Details are forthcoming.  Finally, the committee supports the idea of forming a GATE dialogue group by January 2020.  To structure the group, the committee would like to select a book for group members to read and discuss. 
· We also invite parents to help us by sharing any GATE resources or student opportunities via email to Penney Miller at gateuscptc@gmail.com.

Open Mic – Kerstin Goodworth
· Open Mic will be held Nov 20

Welcoming Committee – Kim Megonnell 
· This year there were 254 people signed up.  There were 149 in attendance.
· Next year would like to move the New Welcome dinner to the second game so it does not compete with the 9th grade pep rally.

Reporting Organizations

	Community Foundation – Daphna Gans/Beth Erlanger – no report

Odyssey of the Mind – Laura Murtough/Meridith Markovitz 
· Off to a great start.  All 6 schools are represented with 132 students on 18 teams.
· Annual kickoff meeting will be held 10/2 at Boyce Middle School at 7:00
· Fundraiser on 11/9 for high school junior
Youth Steering – Amy Billerbeck 
· Youth Steering committee meeting will be moved later in the month in order to host a book club for Unselfie

New Business
· PTC New Committee – Performing Arts – chair Shelby Wherry
· Marching Band festival is Saturday, Oct 5
· Trying to create a streamlined program through all of the grades and help with transitions between schools.


The meeting was adjourned at 10:31 a.m.
Respectfully Submitted,
Michele Unice

The Next USC PTC Meeting
November 6, 2019
Boyce Middle School



