UPPER ST. CLAIR PARENT TEACHER COUNCIL
GENERAL MEETING MINUTES & PARENT TEACHER COUNCIL REPORT
September 4, 2019



September 4, 2019
7:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 7:08 p.m.

Approval of the Agenda/Minutes
The agenda/minutes were approved as presented.

Statement of the Treasurer
· The USC Parent Teacher Council’s General Fund had an opening cash balance on May 1, 2019 of $11,576.63.
· Receipts totaled $20.00 for the sale of directory in May/June 2019 
· Disbursements totaled $421.43 ($89.59 for the changeover brunch, $246.36 for Arts in USC, $25.10 for Open Mic and $60.38 for GATE meeting) in May/June 2019 
· The ending cash balance totaled $11,176.30 as of June 30, 2019.
· There were no transactions in July and August 2019.
· The ending cash balance totaled $11,176.30 as if August 31, 2019.
Reports
1) Executive Committee
· President, Batool Nulwala	
a. Batool welcomed everyone to our first PTC meeting of the new school year.
b. Batool provided an overview of the PTC
· 1st Vice President, Kerstin Goodworth
a. No report. 
· 2nd Vice President, Dr. John Rozzo
a. Dr Rozzo provided some background information and his role in the PTC meetings.
b.  It has been a successful start to the new school year. Next Thursday kicks off open houses at the elementary schools and then the next 3 Thursdays with the other schools.
c. Construction project is close to the end.  It was a 3 part project.  The first part was the completion of Boyce Stadium.  The second part is the new pool at the high school with the expected completion on Oct 31st and the first home swim meet on Dec 17th.  The third part is the building project which includes the new administration offices and press box at the high school with the expected completion on Sept 30th. 
d. Friday, Sept 6th is the Freshman Barbeque, Youth Night and New Welcome dinner before the football game.
e. New Strategic Plan in this upcoming school year.  The current plan expires this school year.  The planning process will begin after the first of the year.
f. Two initiatives this year – 1. ALICE Training which was provided to the staff last year and will begin with student training this year.  Ray Carson will be presenting on the training. 2. No Place for Hate program will be implemented this school year. Part of that program is having parent committees participate at each building level.  Dr Suritsky, Deputy Assistant Superintendent, explained that a letter describing the program will be sent to parents next week and encouraging any interested parents to sign up for the committees. No Place for Hate is not a curriculum but a framework that ensures each of our schools are inclusive. As part of the activities the students will be encouraged to sign a Pledge of Respect which is a commitment to respect all of their peers within the building.
g. Two Open Mics are held each school year.  We are currently working on a format and date.  The first one will be held in November and the second one in the spring.
· Board Advisor, Suzanne Wynne
a. Suzanne thanked everyone for attending the evening meeting and all of the board members and administration.
· School Board Director, Daphna Gans
a. The School Board meets twice a month and those are public meetings. The information is on the district website. The meetings are typically held at Central Office at 7:00 p.m.  There are two opportunities for comments from residents – at the beginning of the meeting with regards to specific agenda items and at the end of the meeting to bring up any comments.

Unit Presidents
Baker – Betsy Wilson
· New Family welcome was held on August 16. New families were able to tour the school. 
· The Supple Kit fundraiser was held and they sold and distributed over 120 supply kits raising over $700 for the PTA.  They will also be selling Kid Stuff books September 13-27.
· Jackie Barefoot, VP, created a new bulletin board to show the membership drive. 
· Kindergarten Parent coffee will be September 26 at 9:15 at the home of Amanda Welton. 
· Spirit night events will be at Chik-fil-a, Chipotle, Anthony’s Coal Fired Pizza, BJ’s Brewhouse, Subzero, Texas Roadhouse and Houlihan’s. 
· Boo Bash will be held on Friday, October 11 from 6:00-8:00 p.m.
· Gift to school – Baker beautification project, sensory path, academic mural.
Eisenhower – Natalie Livingston
· August 16 – over half of our kindergarten and new families attended the Welcome Breakfast (160+ total parents/children). Representatives from HR, communications, the nutrition center and EDS were on hand to answer questions.  
· August 19 – PTO provided lunch for all Staff on their first day back.
· September 5 – Books will be delivered to the Kelly School, our partner school. Books purchased by the PTO in an effort to support the school and build classroom libraries as well as help replenish losses from flood in the school library.
· Planning is underway for the Book Fair (9/10-12), grade level breakfasts, Eisenhowler (10/11) and Eisenhower Extras. Two Eisenhower Extras sessions this year are run by parent volunteer free of charge – yoga and chess.
Streams – Amy Hollingsworth
· August 20 – new family welcome breakfast.
· First PTO meeting will be held September 10 – morning session at 9:30 and evening session at 7:00.
· September 19 – Open Mic for Kindergarten and level night with a magician.
· Friday, October 11 will be Stravaganza.



Boyce – Gina Swanson
· We have had a great beginning to the school year at Boyce Middle School.   We began the year with our Student Activity fee and Boyce PTO membership drive.  This is the first year we have been using PTOffice.  Although we got off to a bit of a rocky start….. we appreciate everyone’s patience and understanding as we are continuing to work through some of the technical issues!   Moving forward, we think this will be a great platform.   Over 200 students have registered online, and we feel this is an indicator that people like the online option.
· New this year we will also be selling a “School Excuse Notepad” for absences, early dismissal, bus changes, etc.   The cost will be $2 and will help go mainly towards the Caring/ Sharing fund.
· Some dates to keep in mind:  
· September 13  School Picture Day
· September 22 Chick Fil A Spirit Night
· September 24-26, 2019  Scholastic Book Fair
· September 26, 2019  Boyce Open House
· Our first general meeting will be held on September 11.   Mr. O’Rourke will give an overview of new things at Boyce, PSSA scores from 2018-2019, and our theme for the year:    We rise by Lifting Others.   Hope to see you all there!

Fort Couch – Stacey Cobb
· August 13 – Welcome Back day to let kids come and tour the school.
· Collecting the Activity Fee.  If paid, you receive a fast pass to the socials.
· First social is September 5 from 7:00-9:00.
· School pictures on September 5.
· September 17 will be the first PTO meeting

High School – Deonna Dreher
· First General Meeting is 9/18 @ 9:30 in Em 148/149 at the HS.
· Membership – Online registration is available. Link and form to mail can be found on our tab on HS website.
· Upcoming events:
· Freshman Tailgate 9/6
· Freshman parent meeting 9/11
· Rush 9/12
· Open House 9/19
· Homecoming Dance 9/28
· Picture Day 10/2 & 10/3
Standing Committees
Arts in USC – Kathy Ginsburg 
· Kathy gave a brief overview of the Arts in USC Committee. There is a visual arts contest held in January for grades K-6.  Grades 7-12 participate in a National Scholastic Arts and Writing Competition.

Wellness Committee – Libby Mascaro 
· The goal this year is to provide speaker series and educational events.
· Partnering with Youth Steering Committee and St Paul’s Nursery School to bring Dr Michelle Borba, a world renowned author, to speak to the teachers and to the community.  She has written 25 books mostly on empathy. Her most recent book is “Unselfie”.  She will be here Monday, Noveber 11 and will speak to the teachers during the day and will give a presentation to the community at the High School at 7:00 p.m.
· St Paul’s Nursery School will be hosting a book club for the book “Unselfie” to anyone interested.
· Also bringing in a screening of the documentary – Screenagers.  There will be a daytime screening and a nighttime screening.
· September is National Suicide Awareness month and the girls soccer team will hold Green Out games on September 11 and October 7.

Partners In Education –Frances Scher 
· Supports parents that have kids with special needs.  It is all parent based and work with the school district.  Currently working on a meet and greet.

Spelling Bee – Colette LeKachman 
· The spelling bee committee will have an organizational meeting later this month to coordinate our efforts.
· We are also in need of finding a chairperson for the Streams Bee.
· Spelling Bees will be held at each school in January.

Caring and Sharing – Leria Miles 
· Committee started 3 years ago.
· Supports any family that is need and works with them as a source of information.

STEAM – Suzanne Wynne 
· There is currently a 4th grade computing club
· [bookmark: _GoBack]There is an upswell through the community that would like to see more through the middle school and high school.
 
Directory – Beth Huzjak/Stacey Friday 
· Stacey explained that we will continue with a printed and online directory from A to Z.  The directory is linked to the Back to School online process.  Once Back to School has reached 85%-90% completion then the directory process can begin.  Expect the verification process sometime in early October and the online directory.  Printed directory in early November.

GATE – Penny Miller 
· Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) is a committee formed to support parents of gifted and academically talented children.  GATE has sponsored meetings providing people with information about gifted programming in the school district. GATE has also shared resources for parents to consult about gifted programming at local, state, and national levels, and extra-curricular activities for gifted children (e.g., summer camps, reading lists, etc.).  
· Last May, GATE held an informational meeting attended by over 40 people.  The questions and suggestions shared by the attendees showed that GATE could be doing much more to address the information needs of those in the GATE community.  To that end, I am organizing a meeting to form the Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) committee for those wanting to plan GATE activities that would better disseminate information and foster dialogue between those in the GATE community.   The agenda for the meeting includes assessing GATE needs and brainstorming on ideas for GATE meeting content and improving website information. 
· Of the six people who signed up to serve in May, two people have confirmed their continued interest to serve on the committee.  It is my hope that this committee can meet by the end of next week.  If anyone present this evening is interested in serving on the GATE committee, please contact Penney Miller at penney.l.miller@gmail.com for more information. 

Open Mic – Kerstin Goodworth – No report

Welcoming Committee – Kim Megonnell 
· This is the 15th year for the new welcome dinner.  Almost all of the food is donated to us.
· 212 people are currently signed up for the dinner.  Everyone receives a ticket to attend the football game following dinner.


Reporting Organizations

	Community Foundation – Daphna Gans/Beth Erlanger 
· Provides grants within the community
· Host book club
· Community Day – Duck sale for duck race and After Party

Odyssey of the Mind – Laura Murtough/Meridith Markovitz 
· Last year there were 14 teams across all schools
· Regional competition is held in March
· Informational meeting on September 5 at the Rec Center at 9:30 am and 7:00pm
· Information can be found on the website: uscootm.com
 
Youth Steering – Amy Billerbeck 
· Youth Steering committee has been in place for 30 years
· The committee holds meetings every 2nd Wednesday of the month at the Rec Center at 7:00 p.m.

New Business
· PTC New Committee – Performing Arts – chair Shelby Wherry
· Dr Rozzo – new administration team
· Dr Amy Pfender
· Tina Votjko
· Ray Carson
· Presentation on ALICE Training and overview of student training plan by Ray Carson and Sean Bryson


The meeting was adjourned at 9:11 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,
Michele Unice

The Next USC PTC Meeting
October 2, 2019
Eisenhower Elementary School



