Upper St. Clair High School
PTSO General Meeting
Wednesday, September 13, 2023
9:30am - 10:30am
meet.google.com/ajy-tyjt-sfd


Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance

Approval of Agenda, motioned by Leria Miles and seconded by Bharath Bangalore

Staff Delegate Reports

Janine Despines - Teacher Representative
Mrs. Despines talked about the high school library. 
 Students use the library for quiet study, to do homework, read, or work quietly on group projects. The library is open before homeroom, during independent study blocks and we have after school hours as well: M-TH we are open UNTIL 4pm AND on Fridays, we are open until 3:30pm. The library has print, eBooks, and some audio books. Library databases are accessible via STUDENTS LINKS (passwords are needed outside of the high school building). 
 The student-staffed SMART Desk is also in the library.
o   Students can come to the SMART Desk for technology help. 
o   At the library’s front desk, students can also sign out CBs if needed. They do work at home and should be returned as soon as possible. 
o   Please encourage students to keep their Chromebooks charged.  
Check out the library Canvas page – highlights: Pathfinders (research resources for class projects), 9th grade orientation brochure, Access Online Databases brochure (passwords for home use), MLA citation style guide.
 The library has 2 new databases this year: Issues & Controversies and Project Muse. We also upgraded to Literary Reference Center Plus.  
Happenings at the high school: 
 This week we celebrate “Nine individuals have been selected for induction into the Upper St. Clair High School Halls of Fame. Seven alumni and two retired teachers will be honored at the annual induction ceremony on Thursday, Sept. 14, 2023, and recognized at the Upper St. Clair football game the following evening, Friday, Sept. 15.” Some inductees will be visiting classrooms to share their experiences. 
Last week, the SMART Desk students met with interested new students to help get them up to speed with the technology tools we use here at the high school. This was a joint effort with the Counseling department. 
Thanks to Biology teacher, Mrs. Ewin, for coordinating with Full Sail University who will be here  on Sept. 20th with their Full Sail Trailer for students to explore throughout the day. Interested teachers  signed up and will bring their classes to the trailer. Full Sail University offers various degrees in the world of entertainment media and emerging technologies. This exploration is an opportunity for our students to explore potential career paths that they may have been unaware of.  
September 21st is an extra busy day at the high school!
 
1.     RUSH – will be held during Blocks 5 & 6 Large Gym open to all 9th graders and new students to the district. RUSH is an opportunity for students to see what clubs and organizations are offered and a chance to sign up to attend a meeting to find out more information.
 2.     There will be a Freshman Breakfast & Field Day on the 21st as well. The junior mentors have a fun filled day planned for the freshman. It’s an opportunity to get to know each other and work as teams to build a sense of community and belonging at the high school. All freshman homerooms and teachers and their junior mentors and sponsors will attend this special event.
3.     Open house is from 6pm to 8:10pm. Please be advised that there is an early dismissal at 10:55am.
 
Coming up on Friday, September 29 is the Homecoming Football Game at 7:00pm. The homecoming dance will be the following day at the high school. 
The end of the first nine weeks is Oct. 26th. There is a teacher in-service day on Friday Oct. 27th so there is no school that day.

Brooke Tarcson - Student Council/Student Activities
	Introductions made by each of the student council representatives, with each student explaining their role within the student council.
Picture Day was held August 25th with Make up day on Sept 11th. All parents should have received an email with a link to view portraits and place an order direct from M&M photography.

Jennifer Kirk - Counseling Department
46 new students registered at the high school this semester. Counseling department has been in contact with the majority of students and families in one way or another concerning a variety of needs from schedule changes, to supporting students/families.
College applications are underway from Senior students, counseling department are working hard to send out transcripts in a timely manner.
SAT prep classes are starting shortly.
PSAT/ADVAQ testing for Sophomore and Juniors coming up.
AP exam registration is live. Deadline is October 31st.
Upcoming College Fair- details will be provided to students and families.

Dr. Daniel Beck - Assistant Principal
High School students are participating in Unified Sports- a program offered in conjunction with the Partners in PE class with Mr Robbins. USC has agreed to take part and host the Flag Football event which is partnered with other schools in and around the Pittsburgh area.
Other opportunities for students to take part in Unified Sports is to volunteer for Bocce Season in October, there is also the Polar Plunge amongst other events, For more information, students should reach out to Dr Beck for more info.
Lunches- the nutrition center was renovated over the summer by the facilities department with a view to providing more seating for students. Student feedback regarding the new changes are welcome along with suggestions on ways to improve.

Cara Senger - Assistant Principal
Schedule Tweaks- Academic Resource Time (ART) moved to the middle of the day following feedback from students groups. It provides a pause for the students in the middle of the day, gives them time to prepare for the last two periods or to get some homework done from lessons in the first half of the day. Students are required to sign up to a particular teacher although permission is given to students should they wish to touch base with a different subject teacher if required.
Dr Beck, Miss Sanger and Dr Wagner use ART time to meet with different student groups once a month to get feedback and touch base with students. This gives students a platform to speak to senior staff. This starts September 15th. 
The first ever NCAA Eligibility Information Night  was held August 21 at the high school. Beth Lash, a school counselor and our NCAA coordinator along with Danny Holzer, our Athletic Director, presented information about NCAA Eligibility player accounts and requirements and the recruiting process. More information can be found on the counseling webpage.

Executive Board Reports

2nd Vice President - Dr. Tim Wagner
- The start to the school year has been exceptionally positive.
- We are in the process of developing a business program, to include coursework, enriching experiences, and career-related opportunities.  A first step is our offering College in High School (CHS) Financial Accounting for up to 40 juniors and seniors this spring semester.
- Ms. Laura Carlino has taken over as IB-MYP Coordinator for grades 9 & 10.
- The first PAC meeting of the year will be October 18.  This is an opportunity for an open forum 

Personal Introductions were made from the following Exec Board members: 
1st Vice President - Bharath Bangalore
Secretary - Sian Howell
Treasurer - John Biedrzycki
Membership - Val Franks
Membership drive is currently going on. New payment options being explored, 23/24 membership fee is $30
President - Leria Miles
Looking forward to supporting students and teachers, the PTSO will work closely with Dr Wagner and Mrs Tarcson on this.

Committee Reports
· School Board Representative - Dr. Daphna Gans
No report at this time
· Staff Appreciation - Michele Mandler/Stephanie Ioli
No report at this time
· Wellness Committee - Libby Mascaro
No report at this time
· Partners in Education - Katherine DelGrande-Zesch/Elizabeth Cochran
Involved with the Special Olympic and Unified Sports program at the High School, also works in conjunction with the SHOP program at the HS. 
Partners in Education (PIE) hold informal and formal meetings for parents in the community where you can learn about what support is available. For further information please reach out to Katherine via email: katherinezesch@gmail.com

Meeting Adjourned 10.30am


Upcoming Dates
Next USCHS PTSO Meeting, November 8, 2023 - virtual
September
14:  USCHS Halls of Fame, 5-7 p.m.
16:  PMEA Flute Masterclass, 10 a.m.-1p.m., USCHS
18:  School Board meeting, 7 p.m.
21:  USCHS Open House – EARLY DISMISSAL (high school ONLY)
22:  USCHS RUSH (activities fair), during ART
27:  Partners In Education Coffee Connection, 9-11 a.m., The Pie Place
29:  Homecoming Game
30:  Homecoming Dance


October
3:  South Hills College Fair, 6-8:30 p.m., Bethel Park High School
17:  Fall Pantheon Chorus/Orchestra Concert, Westminster Church, 7 p.m.
17:  Natural Helpers Retreat
18:  Natural Helpers Retreat
18:  USCHS PAC meeting, 9:30 a.m.
23:  School Board meeting, 7 p.m.
26:  First Quarter marking period ends
27:  NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS – Teacher In-Service
30:  Second Quarter begins









