Upper St. Clair High School
PTSO General Meeting
Wednesday, November 8, 2023
9:30am - 10:30am
meet.google.com/vtb-ghzx-jma

Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance

Approval of Agenda: motion Leria Miles; second Stacey

Staff Delegate Reports
Janine Despines - Teacher Representative
~ Lots happening at the high school:
· Performing arts fall play this past weekend, Rumors by Neil Simon
· Evacuation drill 10/12. Students walked to Westminster church. It all went well.
· Global education week 11/13-17, most, if not all will participate, student and staff committee planned all; Theme: Express your humanity, Monday kickoff - parade during homeroom, 2 hr delay schedule for 2 assemblies violins of hope and Eric McElvenny, Monday PM evening concert in conjunction with SHIM; Tuesday-Wednesday speaker day and Human Library where students can speak with staff living abroad panel, jazz band; Mai Kho; Thursday Julius Tolentino educator and saxophonist performance, global trivia bowl; Friday during SS classes global certificate explanation, keynote speaker Luana Reis Reclaiming Humanity through Poetry, Global awareness fair during lunches, clubs have booths with international focus, packing party of donated items for SHIM 

Brooke Tarcson - Student Council/Student Activities
· Jr class representatives spoke about Kindness Week: visited elementary schools, read Kindness Superpower, wore capes, did activities such as coloring, made cards; bringing it to the high school - booth with Mr Rogers cardigan or kindness cards, Be Kind frames/pictures raffle, homerooms received a checklist to complete to earn a donut breakfast
· Senator for a Day with Devlin Robinson - student council reps participated and split into groups and were given political issues/legislation, mock votes, exposure to process; worked with students from other districts as well
· Winter Dance: Jan 27, theme TBD

Kristin Frommeyer - Counseling Department
· Oct PSAT taken by 10th/11th graders - this was in digital format for the first time, scores are available via email for students to access
· 10/3 College Fair at BPHS - well attended
· 11/8 South Hills Technical and Trade School Fair at Peters Twp HS
· today 11/8 is the final day to register for AP exams, 2 step process, directions on counseling website, 420 students for 900+ exams registered so far
· PNC partner up program coming up - for students who aren’t going to 4 yr school
· lots of college apps submitted
· naviance and counseling website scholarship info will be posted soon
· junior class planning with counselors to begin soon, jr parent meeting this thursday 11/9 at 830pm, parents invited/encouraged to come to this and individual meetings
· 9th grade check in meetings wrapping up - all going well
· natural helpers training went well in mid october
· grief awareness on 11/16
· Jr class mentors at fort couch

Dr. Daniel Beck - Assistant Principal
· equal representation across grade levels - leadership opportunities and passing the baton
· Leadership academy recognized by State SS group
· Boyce/HS partnership - business programming BizTown, staff and business program students, going back 4 times throughout year

Cara Senger - Assistant Principal
· Lots of athletic success for fall sports - great student support at home and away
· veterans day speaker and display at high school, tv presentation in lobby
· Kindness does not end with kindness week - observed students saying thanks to teacher on way out of class - impressed with student kindness
· Fall Play was amazing performance

Executive Board Reports
2nd Vice President - Dr. Tim Wagner
· Principal Office hours during ART - students can stop by and share/suggest ideas
· Curriculum recommendations kick off on Monday begins curriculum process - teachers and staff recommend first
· Continuous improvement to processes always happening - i.e. new suggestion for HS science course to help Boyce Deer Valley program
· PAC meeting coming up - encourage parents to attend

President - Leria Miles
· Proposed Budget - in a healthier spot financially at beginning of this school year; met with Student Council to gather ideas; budget drafted posted on PTSO website up for 30 days for comments; will have a vote in December
· Arts in USC: The PTC voted to affirm the following changes to Arts in USC
· Added Becca Ward as co-chair for this year
· Theme: “My Happy Place”
· Voting, ribbons as prizes, all entries judged together (vs by school)
· Would like judges to add comments to each entry to give encouragement to all
· $100 budget from each Unit for ribbons and supplies to mount art
· Possible gift for all participants ($1 each notepad from shop@usc) from PTC budget
· Deadline in January (time for chairs to mount artwork and pass to judges)
· Evening showcase February (week of 2/19-2/23)
· 5:30-7:30 @ the High School LGI (this is same as last year)
· Cookies and water/lemonade (same as last year) from PTC budget
· Ms. Robin and Ms. Erika Valentine (HS Art Teacher) agreed that the HS will participate this year both by having students submit artwork and by offering the opportunity to students to get volunteer hours by judging the competition.
1st Vice President - Bharath Bangalore
~no update
Secretary - Sian Howell
~no update
Treasurer - John Biedrzycki
· Payment Portal established with Brentwood Bank - can start collecting payments this way now
· Healthy budget, grant program proposal
· audit currently happening
Membership - Val Franks
· 154 memberships through the PTC Directory Drive; 11 through PayPal payments
· approximately 12% membership paid

Committee Reports
School Board Representative - Dr. Daphna Gans
· Commended collaboration among staff, students, volunteers
· later start time received positive feedback
· high school roofing project going well, will finish next summer
· Did You Know section added to newsletter highlighting a different issue or program (AP classes, Nurse-student ratio)
· Dec meeting 12/4 - school board reorganization meeting, officers voted for President and VP
· Board members always open for comments and conversations
Staff Appreciation - Michele Mandler/Stephanie Ioli
· April event planning in process
Wellness Committee - Libby Mascaro
· Sept girls soccer team hosted green out with BP for mental health
· May 2024 Mental Health Awareness Month - Green Out for spring sports
Partners in Education - Katherine DelGrande-Zesch/Elizabeth Cochran
· Oct 24 Pie event went extremely well and had lots of support- trick or treat at Boyce, allergy friendly, no candy, fidgets donated, sensory friendly movie
· Family Art Night Jan 9, 6-730 - to be included in Arts in USC
· Next Coffee Connection is 2/7 at the Pie Place
Adjournment



Upcoming Dates
Next USCHS PTSO Meeting, January 10, 2024 - virtual

November
8:  Boyce PTO meeting, 1 p.m.
9:  USCHS Junior Parent meeting, 6:30 p.m., USCHS theater
10:  First Quarter Report Cards (K-8)
10:  Eisenhower PTO meeting, 9:30 a.m.
10:  Veterans Day Observance, 9:30 a.m., USC Veterans Park
13:  School Board meeting, 7 p.m.
13:  Hope in the South Hills Concert, 7 p.m., USCHS theater
15:  Baker Spirit Night, 5-9 p.m., Chipotle
16:  Baker PTA meeting, 6-8 p.m., Baker Library (in-person & virtual)
16:  USCHS Fall Jazz Concert, 7 p.m.
18:  Madrigal Dinner, 5:30 p.m., Westminster Church
21:  Fort Couch PTSO meeting, 11:30 a.m.
22-24:  NO SCHOOL – Thanksgiving Recess

December
4: School Board meeting, 7 p.m.
4-6: Baker Enchanted Shop
4-6: Streams Holiday Shop
5-7: Eisenhower Holiday Mart
6:  PTC meeting, 11:30 a.m.
12:  Fort Couch Winter Band Concert, 7 p.m.
13:  Boyce Winter Band Concert, 7 p.m., Boyce theater
14:  USCHS Winter Band and Orchestra Concert, 7p.m., USCHS theater
19:  USCHS Winter Choral Concert, 7 p.m., USCHS theater
21:  Boyce/Ft. Couch Choral Concert, 7 p.m., USCHS theater
21:  Elementary Winter Parties
22:  EARLY DISMISSAL – (HS 11:20; Elem 11:55; MS 12:30)
25-Jan. 1: Winter Break – Schools & Offices CLOSED


