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[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Overview
In support of strengthening student academic achievement, the Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District receives Title I, Part A funds and therefore must jointly develop with, agree on with, and distribute to parents and family members of participating children a written parent and family engagement policy that contains information required by Section 1116(b)(1) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA), as amended.  The policy establishes the district’s expectations and objectives for meaningful parent and family involvement and describes how the district will implement a number of specific parent and family engagement activities.  

The Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District agrees to implement the following requirements as outlined in Section 1116 of the ESEA, as amended: 
· Involve parents, in an organized, ongoing, and timely way, in the planning, review, and improvement of programs under Title I, Part A, including the planning, review, and improvement of the school parent and family engagement policy and the joint development of the schoolwide program plan under Section 1114(b)(2) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA), as amended. [§1118(c)(3)]
· Update the school parent and family member policy periodically to meet the changing needs of parents and the school, distribute it to the parents and family members of participating children, and make the parental involvement policy available to the local community. [§1118(b)(1)]
· In carrying out the parent and family engagement requirements of this part, local educational agencies and schools, to the extent practicable, shall provide opportunities for the informed participation of parents and family members (including parents and family members who have limited English proficiency, parents and family members with disabilities, and parents and family members of migratory children), including providing information and school reports required under Section 1111 of the ESEA, as amended,  in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a language such parents understand. [§1116(e)(4)]
· If the schoolwide program plan under Section 1114(b)(2) of the ESEA, as amended, is not satisfactory to the parents of participating children, submit any parent comments on the plan when the school makes the plan available to the district. [§1118(c)(5)]
· The school district will be governed by the following definition of parental involvement and expects that its Title I, Part A schools will carry out programs, activities, and procedures in accordance with this definition:
· Parent Involvement means the participation of parents in regular, two-way, and meaningful communication involving student academic learning and other school activities, including ensuring— 
· that parents play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning; 
· that parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education at school; 
· that parents are full partners in their child’s education and are included, as appropriate, in decision making and on advisory committees to assist in the education of their child; and 
· the carrying out of other activities, such as those described in section 1116. [§8101(39)]


[bookmark: _30j0zll]Required Parent and Family Engagement Policy Components 
[bookmark: _1fob9te]Joint Development
Houston Middle School will take the following actions to involve parents and family members in an organized, ongoing, and timely manner in the planning, review, and improvement of Title I, Part A programs, including opportunities for regular meetings, if requested by parents, to formulate suggestions and to participate, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their child and respond to any such suggestions as soon as practicably possible.

	Houston Middle School Families were invited to the Quarter 1 Title I Team Meeting, October 10, 2023, which is also scheduled prior to our Quarter 1 Parent Forum Meeting.   Our Title I plan will be made available on our website.  Notification of all meetings and Family Engagement Events are done by blackboard connect and our Monthly Newsletter.



[bookmark: _3znysh7]Annual Title I, Part A Meeting
Houston Middle School will take the following actions to conduct an annual meeting, at a convenient time, and encourage and invite all parents of participating children to attend to inform them about the school’s Title I, Part A program, the nature of the Title I, Part A program, the parents’ requirements, the school parent and family policy, the schoolwide plan, and the school-parent compact.

	The Title I Annual Meeting was held on October 10, 2023, in-person & October 12, 2023, virtually; we will have the presentation on the website soon.  We feel that it is important to inform our Houston families about our Title I funds and all the great things it allows us to do.



[bookmark: _2et92p0]Communications
Houston Middle School will take the following actions to provide parents of participating children the following:
· Timely information about Title I, Part A programs.
· Flexible number of meetings, such as meetings in the morning or evening, and may provide with Title I funds, transportation, child care or home visits, as such services relate to parental involvement.
· A description and explanation of the curriculum in use at the school, the forms of academic assessment used to measure student progress, and the achievement levels of the challenging State academic standards.
· If requested by parents, opportunities for regular meetings to formulate suggestions and to participate, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their children, and respond to any such suggestions as soon as practicably possible. 
· Information related to the school and parent and family member programs, meetings, and other activities, is sent to the parents of participating children in an understandable and uniform format, including alternative formats upon request and, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can understand.

	Houston Middle School families are sent emails, monthly newsletters, and Blackboard Connect messages to invite Houston Middle School Families to various meetings.   Additionally, our Parent Coordinators will maintain updated information on our website.  We always welcome feedback. 
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Houston Middle School will take the following actions to jointly develop with parents of participating children a school-parent compact that outlines how parents, the entire school staff, and students will share the responsibility for improved student academic achievement and the means by which the school and parents will build and develop a partnership to help children achieve the state’s high standards.

	Compacts will be made available electronically and in paper form within the first 90 days of the start of the school year.  The newly designed compacts will also be accessible all year long at our reception desk, plus made available during every school and Title I event.



[bookmark: _3dy6vkm]Reservation of Funds
The Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District will involve the parents of children served in Title I, Part A schools in decisions about how the 1 percent of Title I, Part A funds reserved for parental and family engagement is spent. 
· Funds reserved under this section by the district agency shall be used to carry out activities and strategies consistent with the district’s parent and family engagement policy, including not less than 1 of the following:
(i) Supporting schools and nonprofit organizations in providing professional development for local educational agency and school personnel regarding parent and family engagement strategies, which may be provided jointly to teachers, principals, other school leaders, specialized instructional support personnel, paraprofessionals, early childhood educators, and parents and family members.
(ii) Supporting programs that reach parents and family members at home, in the community, and at school. 
(iii) Disseminating information on best practices focused on parent and family engagement, especially best practices for increasing the engagement of economically disadvantaged parents and family members. 
(iv) Collaborating, or providing subgrants to schools to enable such schools to collaborate, with community-based or other organizations or employers with a record of success in improving and increasing parent and family engagement. 
(v) Engaging in any other activities and strategies that the local educational agency determines are appropriate and consistent with such agency’s parent and family engagement policy.

	Houston Middle School encourages parents/guardians to join the Title I, part A Parent Forum.  This forum is the voice that helps us plan events that will bring our families into the school with their students and community for healthy and stimulating activities.  
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Houston Middle School will coordinate and integrate parent and family engagement strategies under Title I, Part A with parent and family engagement strategies, to the extent feasible and appropriate, with other relevant Federal, State, and local laws and programs. 

	Through family engagement events, we can also tie in activities that will help support the education and communication needed to ensure the students are getting everything they need to be successful within our school and be better prepared for the next step which is high school.  If parents/guardians know how to use the tools that are available, they may be able to facilitate the follow-through needed to keep their student on track.
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Houston Middle School will build the parents’ capacity for strong parent and family engagement to ensure effective involvement of parents and to support a partnership between the school, parents, and the community to improve student academic achievement through the following: 
· Providing parents and family members with a description and explanation of the curriculum in use at the school, the forms of academic assessments used to measure student progress, and the proficiency levels students are expected to meet.
· Providing parents and family members materials and training to help parents to work with their children to improve their children’s achievement, such as literacy training and using technology (including education about the harms of copyright piracy), as appropriate, to foster parental involvement
· Providing assistance to parents of participating children, as appropriate, in understanding such topics as the following: 
· The challenging State academic standards. 
· The State and local academic assessments. 
· The requirements of Title I, Part A.  
· How to monitor a child’s progress. 
· How work with educators to improve the achievement of their children.

	Houston Middle School will strive to support the suggestions of our families to promote strong partnerships.  Anytime a family has questions about the curriculum, we have an open door policy with our Administrative team.  



[bookmark: _2s8eyo1]Building Capacity of School Staff
Houston Middle School will, with the assistance of its parents, educate its teachers, specialized instructional support personnel, principals, other school leaders, and other staff on how to reach out to, communicate, and work with parents as equal partners, in the value and utility of contributions of parents, and how to implement and coordinate parent programs and build ties between parents and schools.  

	 Our late-start Monday’s are an example of continuing training for our staff.  That, coupled with the 2-day PLC November 1st & 2nd are examples of our school district giving teachers more ground breaking tools to educate our students efficiently and effectively.



Houston Middle School will provide other reasonable support for parental involvement activities under Section 1118 as parents may request.

	Our parent forum team wants to do more family engagement activities than are required.  The belief is that engages families will have engaged students in their school and their education.  Education does not stop once students leave our building, it continues at home.
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	NOTE TO THE SCHOOL: The school parent and family engagement policy may include additional paragraphs listing and describing other discretionary activities that the school district, in consultation with its parents, chooses to undertake to build parents’ capacity for involvement in the school and school system to support their children’s academic achievement, such as the following discretionary activities listed under Section 1116(e) of the ESEA, as amended:



To ensure effective involvement of parents and to support a partnership among the school involved, parents, and the community to improve student academic achievement, each Title I, Part A school– 
☐	may involve parents in the development of training for teachers, principals, and other educators to improve the effectiveness of such training; 
☐	may provide necessary literacy training from funds received under this part if the local educational agency has exhausted all other reasonably available sources of funding for such training; 
☐	may pay reasonable and necessary expenses associated with local parental involvement activities, including transportation and child care costs, to enable parents to participate in school-related meetings and training sessions;
☐	may train parents to enhance the involvement of other parents; 
☐	may arrange school meetings at a variety of times, or conduct in-home conferences between teachers or other educators, who work directly with participating children, with parents who are unable to attend such conferences at school, in order to maximize parental involvement and participation;
x	may adopt and implement model approaches to improving parental involvement;
☐	may establish a districtwide parent advisory council to provide advice on all matters related to parental involvement in programs supported under this section; and 
☐	may develop appropriate roles for community-based organizations and businesses in parent involvement activities.

	Houston Middle School has a Title I, Part A Parent Forum whose main purpose, beside providing feedback on how Title monies are spent, will actively and continually find ways to increase parent engagement within the school.  Our Forum will meet once per quarter and have no less than five Parent Engagement after hours activites for FY24, which is three more than is required per guidelines.



[bookmark: _3rdcrjn]Adoption 
This school parent and family member engagement policy has been developed jointly and agreed on with parents of children participating in Title I, Part A programs, as evidenced by a draft copy sent to the Title I Parent Forum team on November 2, 2023 asking for feedback and input.  

This policy was adopted by the Houston Middle School on [Insert Date] and will be in effect for the period of [Insert School Year].  The school district will distribute this policy to all parents of participating Title I, Part A children on or before [Insert Date].
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