April 29, 2020

Dear Parents & Guardians:
The staff of NHS understand the challenges and stress the pandemic has placed on your family and we want you to know that we are here to support you in any way we can. If your family situation has been impacted as a result, there are resources available to you within the district and the community. Food services are providing meals on Mondays from 11:00-1:00 P.M. and can be picked up at North Middle School (rear kitchen entry). If you are in need of assistance, please reach out to your child’s guidance counselor for additional details and rest assured that discretion is always maintained. 
The New York State Education Department recently communicated their decision to cancel this year’s Regents Examinations. As a result of this cancellation, it is important to be aware of how this impacts your child this year and moving forward. The items listed below were summarized from a meeting held last week with the State Education Department. If you have any questions, you are encouraged to reach out to your child’s guidance counselor.
· If students meet the course requirements for a Regents course, they will earn Regents credit.
· If the student earns course credit, he/she is exempt from the corresponding Regents examination and it will not be a part of their graduation requirement, as if the exam requirement never existed.
· If a student fails a course and is able to attend summer school, he/she will be exempt from the Regents exam.  If there is no summer school, he/she will need to repeat the course and will have to take the Regents examination the following school year.
· If students planned to retake an exam, he/she is exempt, and the exam will come off the total number of exams required for graduation (regardless of grade level).
· Students will still be able to earn advanced designations for diplomas, assuming requirements on other exams have been met.
· Information for this guidance can be found at nysed.gov/coronavirus.
The feedback from students and parents has been an important component in adjusting our practices as we navigate instruction in the virtual world. One area we have worked on is the creation of a schedule for students to follow. The necessity for students to be ready for the day at a reasonable hour and have purpose throughout the day is critical for them to maintain their engagement and motivation. We also recognize that it is important for you as parents that your child has an established daily schedule and routine. Your concerns have been heard and I have attached our newly created schedule for you to refer to and help your child follow. This schedule has also been sent to your child via email and will be implemented on Monday, May 4. It is important to note that teachers have flexibility and choice as to how their scheduled time will be utilized. While student attendance is not mandatory, they are encouraged to attend and actively participate. As always, you are encouraged to reach out to your child’s teachers if you have any questions or concerns.
As we continue to move forward and await additional guidance from Governor Cuomo about what the remainder of the school year holds for us, I want you to know that we empathize with you.  Like you, we do not like having unanswered questions and the feeling (real or perceived) of not being in control. I am confident that in partnership with our elected officials, Board of Education, district and building administration, our parents, students, faculty, and staff, we will persevere and be a stronger and more united school community. 

Sincerely,
Dan Holtzman, Ed.D.
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