AP LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION
Mr. Barcelos Rm 14
AP Language and Composition is the study of the elements of rhetoric and composition.

	Category
	Explanation

	What is the classroom routine? (ex. Lecture, online module, notebook systems/requirements)
	Students will do daily bell-work in their notebook to start class, and then depending on what we need to accomplish, we’ll move into a time of lecture or groupwork. We’ll spend a lot of time studying and analyzing passages in hopes of borrowing some of those writer’s moves for our own writing practice.


	What are the regular homework tasks? How often? How much time?
	Regular homework tasks will include additional reading, practice tests, or podcast time. Essentially, we will need some space outside of class for students to be practicing some of the skills needed to grasp the finer points of rhetoric or to gain some knowledge that will assist them on one of the essays that they will need to write for the AP Lang test in May (the argument prompt). I try to keep work like this to a few days a week in hopes that they last 30 minutes or less.

	Other outside of class obligations besides HW?
	There aren’t obligations outside of class that I will be checking on regularly, but if students want to be as prepare as possible for their test in May, I will provide resources for them to explore on their own time to supplement the learning we are doing in class.


	Grading Overview (include categories, weights, late/re-do/make up policy)
	
Grading scale is as follows

A    90-100%       B    80-89%      C    70-79%           

 D    60-69%       F     59% or below  

Students will be graded on classwork, the occasional test, and on the writing they do in class as we move through our different themed units. 

My late work policy is that work turned in after the due date is worth half-credit. If students missed class due to illness, an excused absence, or any other school business, they have extra time to complete that work.


	AP Classroom or other online tools students will use regularly.
	Students will use AP Classroom to access tutorial videos. Practice assignments will consist of questions from AP Classroom test bank. Students can and should use YouTube (especially The Garden of English channel) occasionally to get some expert advice on elements of AP Lang. 


	Are there labs or other activities/requirements that are integral and specific to this class?
	Essentially, we are working on learning how to use language as an art form. Much of the work we do will be centered around learning how to craft language so beautiful, logical, creative, and tight that it moves audiences to do or believe things they wouldn’t have to begin with. 

Making beautiful things with language will be an ongoing and specific element of our time together. 

	What are the recommended and/or required pre-requisite skills?
	Knowledge of the way rhetorical appeals (such as ethos, pathos, and logos) can be used to shape an argument are helpful. Knowledge of ideas like the rhetorical situation is also helpful, but we do review these types of elements at the beginning of the year together. We practice this sort of work often. 

Asking questions, intense focus, and a great work ethic are also pre-requisite skills. 


	Other information prospective students should know?
	Students who take AP Language and Composition often comment on how useful the knowledge gained in the course was for interpreting messages that they encounter in their daily lives. Students begin to grasp not only what texts are saying, but how they are intentionally put together and which strategies were most effective in making the elements of the text achieve its purpose.

Essentially, students become much more effective communicators. They become dangerous with their words (in the best way possible). 




