AP BIOLOGY
Mrs. Creviston Room 63
AP Biology is an introductory college-level biology course.  Students cultivate their understanding of biology through inquiry-based investigations as they explore topics like evolution, energetics, information storage and transfer, and system interactions.

	Category
	Explanation

	What is the classroom routine? (ex. Lecture, online module, notebook systems/requirements)
	The daily classroom routine varies between teacher lecture, inquiry based investigations, opportunities for individual and group work, and skill development in graphing, scientific analysis and writing skills. 


	What are the regular homework tasks? How often? How much time?
	Homework task include; reading guides to accompany the textbook, completing laboratory work not finished during the class period, review videos on MyAP or other sources, skill building activities.


	Other outside of class obligations besides HW?
	Students are not obligated to, but should seek additional learning opportunities including reaching out to teacher for clarification before school/during lunch/afterschool (teacher is flexible to accommodate students) and using tutorial videos from AP Classroom. Read notes/lessons/examples from the day/week’s lessons.


	Grading Overview (include categories, weights, late/re-do/make up policy)
	Your grade will be a composite of the following areas and approximate percentages:

	Exams and Quizzes	             30%
	Laboratories/Lab Quizzes	30%
	Class work  			20%
	Homework			20%

Letter grades will be as follows:  
90-100   A
80- 89    B
70- 79    C
60-69     D
Below 60 is failing

· Test corrections – after the test scores are returned you are allowed to do test corrections to get half credit on each missed question.
· Assignments and labs can be corrected and re-turned in to get points that were missed

	AP Classroom or other online tools students will use regularly.
	Students will use AP Classroom to access tutorial videos. Practice assignments will consist of questions from AP Classroom test bank. Students can and should use YouTube and Khan Academy to seek additional clarification on topics as needed. 


	Are there labs or other activities/requirements that are integral and specific to this class?
	We will be doing 2 AP labs per big idea (total of 8-12) as well as a few additional ones to help enhance your knowledge and understanding of the topics of the year.  Students will be asked to answer analysis questions after all the laboratories as well as graphing and manipulating data.  For each of the AP labs, you may be asked to; pre-read the lab and answer pre-lab questions, write a full lab report or poster presentation, take a pre-lab quiz, or take a post-lab quiz.  Laboratory will give each of you the opportunity to learn new physical skills, learn to work in groups, find out how biology really works, and create student driven experiments.  You will be given the laboratory instructions several days in advance so you can come prepared to work.  You will find that on some of the 8 AP labs, you will be required to “design your own experiment” in order to ask a question.  This student-driven (inquiry) learning will carry over into other activities done in the classroom. 


	What are the recommended and/or required pre-requisite skills?
	Students should have already passed biology and chemistry before taking AP Biology.  
Students need to be hard workers ready for a challenge.  That does not mean that we will not have fun.  A lot of the labs that we do, although technical and difficult, are very interesting and should get you excited about Biology.
It is important to ask questions and be an active participant in class discussions.  


	Other information prospective students should know?
	AP Biology can be challenging, but if you work hard and participate in class you should have a great science experience.  My goal is to get you to become a critical thinker and problem solver, develop a passion and appreciation for biology and prepare you to be successful in your college biology course(s).



