[bookmark: _GoBack]Evaluate the extent to which the Spanish changed labor systems in the Americas between 1492 and 1650. 

Document 1

“The Mit’a System” from Machu Piccu: Unveiling the Mystery of the Inca by Carol P. Merriman, education specialist at the Yale Peabody Museum. This guidebook was published for a special exhibit on the Incas which showed at the museum in the winter of 2003.

...Inca administrators required adult men to work for the state for a certain number of days per year. This system is called the mita system. As soon as a man married, he became the head of a household and was obligated to perform mita work. Each person was assigned a specific job according to his skills. For example, a skilled weaver would be assigned to make cloth. Other activities carried out with mita labor included farming, mining, road and bridge building, building temples and other public monuments, transportation of goods, building canals, terraces and irrigation systems, and making pottery and metalwork. 

Although every man was expected to contribute work each year for the empire, only a few men in a village would be called to work at one time so that other family members could take over their work at home. The length of time a person was expected to do mita work varied according to the task assigned, but usually lasted no more than two to three months per year. The emperor also gave textiles and metal objects as an expression of generosity and to symbolize his gratitude for mita labor. For example, soldiers received blankets for rebuilding the city of Cuzco.
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Document 2

“The Aztec Paid Taxes, Not Tribute.” By Michael E. Smith, Archeologist at Arizona State University. This article was published in the journal Mexicon in 2014.

Rotational labor was closely related to land tax. Individual households contributed labor to a given task and the responsibilities rotated among a series of calpollis [Aztec city states]. One important type of rotational labor was the work of women spinning and weaving textiles for a noble. The second type was rotational labor given to the king in the form of personal service at the palace. Tasks included supplying firewood…sweeping and carrying water and other errands as needed.

…[M]ost scholars agree that the  basic structure of the Spanish system was adapted from Aztec practices. Called coatequitl, this tax was a universal obligation of all commoner households, whether calpolli members or not. Workers were organized into teams or gangs based on place of residence [to complete public works projects].





Document 3 

A Short Account of the Destruction of the Indies, Bartolomé de las Casas, 1542.  Las Casas was a former land and slave owner, who later became a Dominican friar.  He sent this publication to the king of Spain. 

And of all the infinite universe of humanity, these [Indians] are the most guileless, the most devoid of wickedness and duplicity, the most obedient and faithful to their native masters and to the Spanish Christians whom they serve. They are by nature the most humble, patient, and peaceable, holding no grudges, neither excitable nor quarrelsome…And because they are so weak and [agreeable], they are less able to endure heavy labor and soon die of no matter what malady…

After the wars and the killings had ended, when usually there survived only some [Indian] boys, some women, and children, these survivors were distributed among the Christians to be slaves…And “the care” they took was to send the men to the mines to dig for gold, which is intolerable labor, and to send the women into the fields of the big ranches to hoe and till the land, work suitable for strong men. Nor to either the men or the women did they give any food except herbs and legumes, things of little substance… And thus was depopulated that island which had
 once been so densely populated.



Document 4

Thomas Gage, English Catholic priest, account of his stay in colonial Central America from 1625 to 1637.

What the Spaniards most fear are some two or three hundred Maroons [runaway slaves], who have fled Spanish Guatemala and their masters into these woods. The Maroons live there and bring up their children and increase daily, so that all the power of Guatemala is not able to bring them under subjugation.

By their example and encouragement many slaves also shake off their misery and join with them to enjoy liberty, though it be but in the woods and mountains. Their weapons are bows and arrows which they use only to defend themselves if the Spaniards set upon them. The Spaniards have often said that the chief cause of their slaves’ fleeing to those mountains is to be ready to join with the English or Hollanders if ever they land in Guatemala. The Maroons know that they would enjoy that liberty which the Spaniards will never grant them.







Document 5 

Engraving by Theodore de Bry (1528-1598), a Spanish Protestant, in the book History of America. This engraving was published in 1591.
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