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Source: Shen Baozhen, Qing dynasty official and advocate of domestic reforms, memorandum to the Qing
court, 1867.

What shall we do about telegraphs and railroads? The Qin dynasty built the Great Wall, and at the time it was
considered a disaster, but later generations relied on it. If telegraphs and railroads are built, China will
likewise enjoy great benefits from them in the future. Morcover, as the work of constructing them is
enormous, it will be quite beneficial to the poor people now. However, although the foreigners plead with the
Court to conclude a formal treaty permitting them to begin this work, this absolutely must not be done.
Perhaps the government could give its generous permission, but only if the Western [interests] can devise a
plan that would guarantee that no arable fields, houses, and ancestral graves would be harmed in the least.
Otherwise, permission should decidedly not be given.
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Source: Ottoman government report concerning a proposal to build a railway from Damascus to Mecca,
1893.

Unless an alternative way, other than the Suez Canal controlled by the British, is found to connect the holy
cities [of Mecca and Medina] to the rest of the empire, the Red Sca coast of Arabia might fall prey to the evils
of those who strive to overthrow the very foundations of the caliphate.* At present, Muslims going on
pilgrimage must cither use forcign ships, where they are subjected to humiliation, or travel by camel, a very
challenging journey through months of drought. It has become necessary to construct a railway in this region,
both to solve these problems and to show the power of the caliph. The railway has to be built solely by
Muslim involvement, by obtaining a huge amount of finance from the Islamic world and recruiting Muslim
engineers in its construction.

Our sultan must personally lead this highly significant undertaking. Muslims across the world hold our sultan
in very high regard; therefore people of political and economic influence will not hesitate to allocate some of
their assets to this cause when they sec our sultan personally leading the initiative.

*The Ottoman sultan claimed the title of caliph of all Muslims.
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Source: “The Cape to Cairo Railway, and Rhodes’* Gigantic Proposal,” article illustration from the Auckland
Weekly News, a newspaper published in British New Zcaland, 1899.
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*Cecil Rhodes was a British imperialist and entreprencur. The proposed railway in the illustration was never
fully built.
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Source: Sir Henry Norman, English politician, editorial discussing the Trans-Siberian Railroad, News
Chronicle. Published in London, 1901.

Since the Great Wall of China the world has never seen an undertaking of equal magnitude. Russia,
single-handedly, has conceived it and carried it out. Its strategic results are already easy to foresee. It will
consolidate Russian influence in the Far East in a manner yet undreamed of. But this will be by slow steps.
The expectation that the railroad could be used to transport masses of soldiers from European Russia to
China, cither in response to an attack or for Russia herself to launch an attack, is yet far from becoming
reality. The line and its organization would break down utterly under such pressure. But bit by bit it will grow
in capacity, and the Powers that have enormous interests at stake in the Far East, if they continu to sleep as
England has done of late, will wake to find a new, solid, impenctrable, self-sufficient Russia dominating
China as she has dominated, sooner or later, every other Oriental land against whose frontier she has laid

her own.
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Source: Lieutenant-Colonel R. Gardiner, British army officer, “Indian Railways,” magazine article published
in London, 1913.

‘The effect of this vast movement of peaple, with the interactions it has brought about between what
previously were great nationalities practically unknown to one another, is now beginning to be felt in the.
drawing together of the people of India with the recognition of common interests, common ideals and
ambitions—in other words, the birth of a common national and patriotic sentiment—which, if well directed,
‘would eventually mold India into a unified and loyal people, still the brightest gem in the imperial Crown.




