Thesis:
·  Addresses the prompt/counter claim if possible
· Historically defensible argument(s) -3 if possible
· Key words/terms used, but not restatement of the prompt
· Explain the categories of the paragraphs.  (No doc use)







Example:
Although between the 12th and 17th centuries, urban centers served as important religious areas, they were more important as hubs of economic activity as centers of long-distance and regional trade,  they served as important trading centers because they were home to a lot of people, and the wealth there attracted merchants, and they were also home to cultural attractions such as universities, fairs and (3) holy places, that drew even more people and increased trade in the process.  

· Some elaboration, and historical thinking skill (causation)
· Has the HOW as well as the WHY

CONTEXT:

Situate the argument by explaining the broader historical events, developments, or processes immediately relevant to the question.
College Board:  “Historical thinking involves the ability to connect historical events and processes to specific circumstances of time and place and to broader regional, national, or global processes.”  In other words, put the question in the context of the bigger picture.  The best place to do this is at the beginning of your essay.


Example A
Between the 12th and 17th century, Dar Al-Islam, the Mongol Empire, and  China’s Song and Ming dynasties helped unify and protect large portions of the Eurasian trade routes.  At the same time, new technology for land and sea travel made long trips easier.  Because of this, trade, especially in luxury goods, increased, and cities began to spring up along the trade routes.  

Example B (NOT Context point)
Cities were affected by many problems between the 12th and 17th centuries.  Sometimes the problem was man-made – life the arrival of Mongol armies.,  At other times the problems were biological, like when the Black Death decimated the cities of Europe in the 14th century.  
*** While the information here is not wrong, this paragraph would NOT earn the point for contextualization, as it is irrelevant to the topic of the prompt.



BODY PARAGRAPH PRACTICE

Argument Development and Complexity
Write each body paragraph to cover ONE argument put forward in the thesis.  Start each paragraph with a topic sentence.  Use the documents as evidence to support the argument made in your topic sentence.  All Documents must be addressed individually, not discussed in groups.

For example, do NOT write sentences like:  “Documents 1 and 2 both discuss how cities were used as religious centers.”  DO NOT list the documents by number in your topic sentence!

EXAMPLE:
Urban centers served as significant hubs of economic activity by being centers of long distance and regional trade.  Ibn Battuta records the trading activity of the city of Hormuz in his book Rilha: Travels in Asia and Africa, as he recalls how goods arrived from across the Indian Ocean – probably fine cottons or precious stones. (Doc.4) Long distance travel was expensive and risky at this time, so it shows the economic importance of Hormuz that a merchant was willing to take that risk to travel there for trade.  Long-distance trade in cities is also shown in the Description of Africa, where Leo Africanus talks about the importance of Timbuktu as a trading hub by pointing out that Berbers carry fine fabrics from Europe all the way to this city in the region and so produces an account that highlights the trading opportunities that make crossing the Sahara desert worth it. (Doc.6) ** Not only were Timbuktu and Hormuz vibrant hubs, but so was Constantinople, which served as a trading hub between Africa, Asia and Europe.  Even after the city was taken by the Ottomans and renamed Istanbul, it continued to boom as an important center of commerce.  The idea that cities served as important trading centers and thus were worth reporting about it is corroborated in The book History of the Conquest of new Spain, where Bernal Diaz del Castillo testifies that Tenochtitlan has a superior market pace to any of the great cities in Europe. (Doc. 5) Diaz had noticed the fine goods the Aztec were given as tribute from their subjects throughout their empire and he writes about it in the hope that other Spanish conquistadors will take up the challenge of transatlantic adventures.  	Comment by McCoy, Colleen: 
(This is a good body paragraph because reasoning is used by directing all documents back to one appropriate argument set out in a topic sentence.  Sourcing is provided for both documents 5 and 6, and complexity is building through the use of corroborating documents. ) 


