Religious Reformers, Expansion, and New Perspectives         WHAP/Napp

  “The church engaged professional collectors, like charity’s fundraisers of today, and they sold indulgences.  As the medieval church, far more than most Christian groups today, believed in eternal punishment, the selling of exemptions and reprieves was sabotaging a key tenet of its theology.  It was almost selling out the church for a few gold coins.  John Calvin, the Geneva reformer, was to accuse some of the collectors of spending their commissions on ‘strumpets, pimps, and gluttony.’  He pointed out that Christ shed his blood for all; and yet here were agents virtually selling his blood, at so much a spoonful.  The Catholic church still had a host of worthy priests, monks, and nuns, utterly dedicated, but the exceptions were many.

  Martin Luther, a north German priest, began to question the straying church.  The son of a successful miner, he was professor of biblical theology in the small town of Wittenberg.  At first there was little sign that he would rebel, for the church had promoted him as a favorite son.  Doors were opened for him and he strode through.  By the standards of the time he travelled much, and even crossed the Alps and worshipped in Rome.  He knew Greek, was scholarly as well as devout, was widely read in the scriptures, and had the oversight of a dozen nearby monasteries.  He was aged 33 when he rebelled.

  Martin Luther detested the practice of selling indulgences or priced packets of forgiveness.  Indeed when a Dominican priest sold indulgences to simple people and convinced them that thereby they were ‘saved’ from eternal damnation, Luther was angry.  On 31 October 1517, on the eve of All Saints’ Day, a notable day in the calendar, he posted his protests in Latin on the door of the castle church in his town.  His manifesto contained 95 points or theses, the first of which began: ‘Our Lord wished the entire life of believers to be one of penitence.’  His point was unmistakable to those who crowded around the door.  Why should worshippers be penitent when some hucksters were actually excusing people from the need to repent – in return for a few coins. ~ A Short History of the World
Questions:

1- Explain the purpose of an indulgence. __________________________________________________________________ 
2- What was a key tenet of Catholic theology? __________________________________________________________________ 

3- What did John Calvin accuse some of the collectors of indulgences of spending their money on? __________________________________________________________________ 

4- Why was it surprising that Martin Luther rebelled against the Catholic Church? __________________________________________________________________

5- What did Luther do on October 31, 1517? __________________________________________________________________ 

6- What did Luther believe the entire life of a believer should be? __________________________________________________________________ 

7- What point was Luther making about the sale of indulgences? __________________________________________________________________ 

	Notes:
I. The Protestant Reformation

A. The Reformation shattered the unity of Roman Catholic Christianity

B. Began in 1517 when a German priest, Martin Luther, publicly invited debate about various abuses within the Roman Catholic Church

C. Luther posted a document, known as the Ninety-five Theses

D. Luther opposed the sale of indulgences (said to remove penalties for sins) and held that salvation came through faith alone(theologically revolutionary

E. Faith was a free gift of God, graciously granted to undeserving people

F. According to Luther, source of religious authority was Bible alone

G. Called into question special position of clerical hierarchy and of pope 

H. Contrary to original intentions(provoked a schism in Church( some princes found in Luther’s ideas a justification for their own independence and opportunity to gain lands and taxes previously held by Church

I. In Protestant-dominated areas, the veneration of Mary and female saints ended, leaving male Christ figure as sole object of worship

J. Protestant opposition to celibacy and monastic life…closed convents, alternative to marriage ( Reformation did not offer women greater role

      K. Reformation thinking spread with invention of printing press by Johann Gutenberg and Luther’s translation of Bible into German but as it spread, splintered into competing Protestant churches

      L. For more than thirty years (1562-1598), French society torn by violence between Catholics and Protestant minority known as Huguenots

     M. Henry IV issued Edict of Nantes (1598) granting measure of toleration to French Protestants hoping they would return to Catholic Church

N. Culmination of European religious conflict took shape in Thirty Years’ War (1618-1648), Catholic-Protestant struggle that began in the Holy Roman Empire but eventually engulfed Europe 

O. Peace of Westphalia (1648) brought conflict to an end, with agreement that each state was sovereign and authorized to control its own religious affairs

II. The Catholic Counter-Reformation

A. Catholics set about correcting abuses and corruption 

B. Council of Trent (1545-1563)(reaffirmed unique doctrines/practices, such as authority of pope, priestly celibacy, and veneration of saint, good works

C. Inquisition, Catholic court, established to crackdown on dissidents and heretics while censoring books

D. New religious orders, such as the Society of Jesus (Jesuits), provided a dedicated brotherhood of priests committed to renewal of Catholicism

III. Impact of Reformation

A. Catholic Spain and Portugal viewed movement overseas as a continuation of crusading tradition

B. New England Puritans planted a distinctive Protestantism in North America but not interested in converting Natives

C. It was missionaries, mostly Catholic, who actively spread the Christianity
D. Missionaries(greatest success in Spanish America and in Philippines

E. More common(blending two religious traditions, reinterpreting Christian practices within an indigenous framework(Syncretism
IV. Encounters with Christianity

A. Miniscule number of Chinese converted to Christianity perhaps because fundamentally missionaries offered little that they needed

B. Syncretic (blended) religions such as Vodou in Haiti, Santeria in Cuba, and Candomble and Macumba in Brazil persisted

V. Islam during Early Modern Period and Beyond
A. New converts did not generally give up older practices and to more orthodox Muslims, this religious syncretism was heretical

B. Led to movements of religious renewal and reform that emerged throughout vast Islamic world of eighteenth century

C. In Arabia, Muslim theologian, Abd al- Wahhab (1703-1792)( a return to a doctrinaire Islam in strict accordance with sharia (Islamic law)

VI.  Other Responses

A. Kaozheng or “research based on evidence” took shape in China 

B. Flourishing of a devotional form of Hinduism known as bhakti in India
C. Among the most beloved of bhakti poets was Mirabai (1498-1547)
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Questions:

· In what ways did the Protestant Reformation transform European society, culture, and politics?

· How was European imperial expansion related to the spread of Christianity? 

· In what ways was European Christianity assimilated into the Native American cultures of Spanish America? 

· Why were missionary efforts to spread Christianity so much less successful in China than in Spanish America?

· What accounts for the continued spread of Islam in the early modern era and for the emergence of reform or renewal movements within the Islamic world? 

· In what ways did Asian cultural changes in the early modern era parallel those of Europe, and in what ways were they different? 

	1. Which of the following does NOT belong in a list of Catholic doctrines rejected by Martin Luther?

(A) Papal authority

(B) Granting of indulgences

(C) Monasticism

(D) Priestly celibacy

(E) Acceptance of the Holy Trinity

2. Where did Luther’s movement first take root?

(A) France

(B) England

(C) Spain

(D) Italy

(E) Germany

3. Which group traces its roots to the Catholic Reformation, sometimes referred to as the Counter-Reformation?

(A) Benedictine monks

(B) Coptic Christians

(C) Jesuits

(D) Liberation theologians

(E) Calvinists 


	4. France’s role in the Thirty Years’ War illustrates which of the following?
(A) An emphasis on one’s own geopolitical interests, rather than religious belief

(B) A sincere commitment to pacifistic principles
(C) The influence of religious faith on military decision making
(D) A relentless pursuit of harsh military treatment of civilians 
(E) Strict neutrality
5. Which of the following belief systems had little to no following in India by 1750?
(A) Hinduism
(B) Islam
(C) Jainism
(D) Christianity
(E) Confucianism

6. Who was Francis Xavier?

(A) A Portuguese warlord who conquered Macao

(B) A Jesuit missionary who traveled widely in China

(C) A Spanish colonial administrator in Asia

(D) A Dominican priest who advocated equality for all Asians

(E) An Italian composer influenced by Asian music
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