The French Revolution                                                WHAP/Napp

  “Meanwhile France was at war with the main European monarchies.  Fervently it proclaimed that it had a duty to impose its own popular secular revolution on all the lands it conquered.  Originally for the French people, the revolution was now marked ‘for export.’  But the command of the revolution, and therefore its message, was slowly passing from the hands of radical politicians into the hands of a young soldier.  Napoleon had enjoyed his first celebrated victory at Toulon in 1793, when he was in his mid-twenties.  He proved to be a brilliant general who thought that almost nothing was impossible, and for nearly two decades his faith was fulfilled.  In 1799 he became the head of government or first consul of France.  In 1802 he became ruler for life, with the power to decide who should be his successor.  Two years later he became emperor, and in Paris he was formally crowned by Pope Pius VII.

  The new United States stayed out of the French revolutionary wars, thus refusing to continue an alliance with the nation which had probably saved it from military defeat in the late 1770s.  Thereby it launched that long tradition of self-imposed isolation from events in Europe.  As before, the quarrels in Europe provided an opportunity for the United States to expand.  Napoleon had taken back Louisiana and the western side of the Mississippi from Spain, which was too weak to say no.  In 1803 he was desperate for revenue and decided to sell to the United States all the land on the western side of the Mississippi River.  Known simply as the Louisiana Purchase, this secured for the United States, at three cents an acre, ownership of North America’s longest river system and a vast expanse of land running all the way from Canada down to the Gulf of Mexico.  This transaction embraced the territory now occupied by one-quarter of all the states in the USA.

  If this tract, far larger than any European nation except Russia, had remained in French hands, or if it had passed into the hands of a group of French-led colonists, there might in the end have been two rival but independent Americas, with one displaying the stars and stripes on the eastern seaboard and the other displaying a version of the French tricolor in the far interior.  Would the United States later have been able to annex Texas and California if a French land barrier had continued to intervene?  It is likely that the USA would have remained a middle-sized nation with its only ports facing the Atlantic Ocean.” ~ A Short History of the World

1- What did the French wish to impose on the lands in Europe it conquered? __________________________________________________________________ 

2- Identify two significant facts about Napoleon. __________________________________________________________________ 

3- Describe the United States’ policy to France’s revolutionary wars. __________________________________________________________________ 

4- What did Napoleon sell to the United States? __________________________________________________________________ 

5- Why did Napoleon sell this land to the United States? __________________________________________________________________ 

6- How might American history have been different without this land? __________________________________________________________________

	Notes:
I. Inequalities

A. Before revolution, French society was divided into three groups

B. Clergy or First Estate, numbered about 130,000 in a nation of 28 million

C. Church owned about 10 percent of the land and extracted wealth in tithes 

D. Members of the hereditary nobility held almost all upper positions in church

E. Second Estate consisted of 300,000 members of nobility and controlled about 30 percent of land and retained ancient rights on much of rest

F. Third Estate included everyone else, from wealthy financier to beggar

G. With bourgeoisie or middle-class growing
H. By 1780 poor harvests increased cost of living and led to a decline in demand 

I. Wretchedness of French poor best indicated by child abandonment

J. On eve of Revolution, at least 40,000 children a year were given up 
K. In cities, an increase in the price of bread often provided the spark

II. A Government on the Brink of Bankruptcy

A. 1774, Louis XVI’s chief financial adviser warned government could barely afford to operate; “first gunshot will drive the state to bankruptcy”

B. Despite warning, French took on supporting American Revolution
C. Because king was unable to extract needed tax concessions from the French elite, forced to call meeting of Estates General, national legislature

D. Three estates met separately, and a positive vote by two of three was needed 
E. Third Estate wanted other two estates to sit with it in a single body

F. Finally the Third Estate declared itself National Assembly

G. Locked out of its meeting place, Third Estate appropriated an indoor tennis court and pledged to write a constitution
I. When people of Paris heard that king was massing troops to arrest  representatives of the National Assembly, he began to seize arms
J. On July 14, 1789, a crowd attacked Bastille, a medieval fortress (prison)
K. Popular uprisings strengthened hand of National Assembly in dealings with king(passage of declaration of the Rights of Man
L. New constitution limited monarchial power/abolished nobility as hereditary 
M. Legislative Assembly (new name for National Assembly) seized church lands 
N. At first, European monarchs welcomed weakening of French king, but by 1791 Austria and Prussia threatened to intervene in support of monarchy 
O. Legislative Assembly declared war
III. The Reign of Terror

A. National crisis/foreign threat, Revolution turned radical (1793-1794)
B. A failed effort by the king and queen to escape from Paris and find foreign allies cost the king any remaining popular support

C. Assembly ordered king’s imprisonment, called for the formation of a new National Convention to be elected by vote of all men
D. Newly elected National Convention convicted Louis XVI of treason 
E. Guillotine ended king’s life in January1793( France became a republic
F. National Convention(members were Jacobins – uncompromising
G. Maximilien Robespierre came to dominate convention 
H. Executive power placed in hands of newly formed Committee of Public Safety which created special courts to seek out and punish domestic enemies

I. Approximately 40,000 people were executed or died in prison
J. But after French victories eliminated immediate foreign threat, voted for arrest of Robespierre on July 27, 1794
K. Then conservative constitution ratified(new executive authority, Directory
L. But Directory was unable to solve problems(within several years,  Napoleon Bonaparte, a brilliant young general in the French army, seized power
M. Napoleon established Europe’s first popular dictatorship
N. Napoleonic Code(Equality in law for men/protection of property
O. Napoleon declared himself emperor and France an empire in 1804
P. And until his fall, no single European state could defeat French military
Q. However, in 1812, Napoleon invaded Russia(brutal winter(destroyed
R. Eventually, Napoleon abdicated, exiled to St. Helena, he died in 1821


Complete Graphic Organizer:



Questions or Thoughts to Complete:

1- What was responsible for the convening of the Estates General in 1789?

2- Why was the National Assembly formed?

3- The seizure of the Bastille on July 14, 1789 was important because it…

4- During the French Revolution, the Jacobins…

5- During the Reign of Terror…

6- The Reign of Terror ended due to…

7- The Directory was…

8- The factors that contributed to the rise of Napoleon…

9- Napoleon changed France by…

10- The factors that contributed to Napoleon’s fall…

11- European monarchs’ reaction to the fall of Napoleon was…

12- Reflection: The French Revolution radically changed…

13- Reflection: The French Revolution did not radically change…

14- Summary: The causes and effects of the French Revolution…
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Causes and Effects of the Reign of Terror and then the Directory:








Causes of the Revolution, the National Assembly, and then the Legislative Assembly:

























































































