

 Syllabus 2022-2021

Course ALL classes in room 210        Teacher:  Colleen McCoy                    Iroquois High School
           School Phone: (716) 652-3000 x7210                        E-mail: cmccoy@iroquoiscsd.org           

 “Success is not about where you come from, or how much money your family has. Success is about how passionately you believe in your own potential, and more importantly, how hard you’re willing to work to achieve it.” – Michelle Obama



The Absolute Most Important Information in this Entire Syllabus

You, the student, as a whole person, are my top priority as a teacher. Due to the rigor of this course, and the fact that you are often taking multiple rigorous courses on top of other school and community activities, a high degree of stress may develop. While stress is normal, it should never be suffocating. First and foremost, you should know that the language of our classroom is one of love and laughter. Your well-being matters more to me than any test score could ever mean. You should know that my door is always open to you, and I am here to listen and provide as much support as I can. Just the same, parents should know that I am always available to talk. If the workload of the course becomes overwhelming, students should talk to me individually so that we can strategize about how to make things work while also accomplishing the objectives of our class You have a right to feel mentally and physically safe. You should know that every adult in the school, including myself and our Guidance Counselors, are always willing to listen

GRADING:

	There will not be ‘weighting’ of grades.  This means all assignments are important.  However, some assignments, for example, major exams, essays, or projects, may be taken twice.  This is a way to give you more credit for a greater amount of work.  At the end of the marking period, extra credit will be applied where it will work in your best interest.  CLASS PARTICIPATION will be taken weekly for a grade, as will your weekly homework/one pager reading assessment.

 My Philosophy on Teaching and How I Facilitate My Classes:

· I am not a teacher. I am a facilitator of learning. I want to unlock the curiosities inside of you and see your passions ignited. 
· Life happens. There’s a difference between constant excuses for not meeting expectations and when things come up. If things inside or outside of school are affecting your ability to meet course expectations, talk to me individually. 
· One of my biggest goals is to prepare you for college and career. I hold you to high expectations, just like you will be held to in life. While we most certainly will have fun, there are also expectations which I expect you to meet in my classroom. I absolutely, under no circumstances, will allow you to disrupt the learning of the rest of the students in our class. 
· Life is a banquet, and most poor suckers are starving to death! We’re going to learn, explore, play and enjoy life together this year, not only through the content which we learn, but the relationships we build with one another and the experiences we have together. 

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
Materials for the Course
· A 3 subject spiral notebook
· Folder/binder for handouts
· Unlimited supply of 3x5 notecards
· Highlighters
· Paper 
· Pens/pencils *note:  all writing will be completed in PEN
· Tissues.   
· ** AP Students will be required to purchase the AMSCO World History Modern Review book by the semester break in January.  The book will be available in the bookstore in October, and usually costs 27.00

There will be homework!!  
For all AP classes, there will be homework every day.  You can expect to have at the least, a half our worth of work per day. Sometime more, and sometimes less.  I try to remain aware of school activities and adjust homework accordingly.    For Regents classes, there will be homework AT LEAST once per week.  Most often it will be on Tuesdays, which are SKILL DRILL Day. 

There will be assessments!  
You can expect an assessment every Thursday.  The format will vary but will always be in accordance with the curriculum guidelines set forth by the NY State, the College Board, and the Iroquois Social Studies department.

Special Note on Religious History Included in our classes
The history of human civilization has been greatly influenced by religion, and recent history is no exception. Students will learn about the history, beliefs and practices of many different polytheistic and monotheistic religions throughout the year. This includes, but is not limited to, the major world religions of today: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. As such, students will read excerpts from religious texts and view religious artifacts.  It should be understood that it is not my intention to stress one religion as being more right than another. Religion in this course is solely taught and examined with a historical lens. Parents and guardians are encouraged to have discussions at home with their student about our class material and their own religious beliefs and values and how it relates to what we are studying. 






























Course Syllabus Confirmation of Receipt 

Student Information

Student Name: ____________________________

Anything I want Mrs. McCoy to know about myself (How can she be the best teacher possible for you?):
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Birthday: _____________________


Confirmation of Receipt and Understanding of Syllabus Agreement
Student

By signing below, I as the student confirm that I have read the syllabus for Mrs. McCoy’s class and that I fully understand the policies and procedures that have been outlined within it. As a student, I agree to abide by these policies and understand the consequences if I choose not to. I understand the importance of communicating with Mrs. McCoy if I ever have any questions so that we can work together to solve any problems. I understand that if I have elected to take an Advanced Placement (AP) level course, it will mean that I will be doing college level work, with a significant amount of homework. I realize that no matter which class I am in with Mrs. McCoy, the learning that takes place is a team effort, and to succeed I need to put effort into my class. I understand that I am responsible for any textbooks, review books, and other materials that are assigned to me, and if lost I am responsible for paying for those. 

_______________________________	___________
Student Signature				Date



















Primary Parent/Guardian Information
Parent/Guardian Name: _________________________

Best Phone Number: ________________________  Best Email: ______________________________________

Anything you want Mrs. McCoy to know about your student:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Parent/Guardian
By signing below, I as the parent/guardian confirm that I have read the syllabus for Mrs. McCoy’s class and that I fully understand the policies and procedures that have been outlined within it. I understand the importance of communicating with Mrs. McCoy if I ever have any questions so that we can work together to solve any problems. I understand that my student is responsible for any textbooks, review books, and other materials that are assigned to him/her, and if lost I am responsible for paying for those. 

I understand that if my student has elected to take an Advanced Placement (AP) level course, it will mean that they will be doing college level work, with a significant amount of homework. The work will be significantly harder than if they took regents  section and they will have to work hard to earn the grade that they desire.


________________________________	___________
Parent/Guardian Signature			Date
