Participation in Government
McCoy


Syllabus: 12th Grade 

As you begin your final year at Iroquois, it is important to be prepared for the upcoming challenges of college and the workplace. This course is designed as a college course in that you will receive a syllabus and will be responsible for keeping up with the quick pace of the course. In addition to lessons in government and, this course will give you the opportunity to strengthen your skills in time management. There will be several independent as well as group projects in which you will need to schedule the research and writing of the project on your own. 

It is an exciting year to be taking a class on government as there have been incredible changes going on in this area. In the past year, there has been much discussion and debate about the war in Iraq which, involved critical decisions by both the executive and legislative branches of our government. These events propel us to ask: How do leaders make decisions? How much power does and should the executive branch have? How much say do the people have? Furthermore, this is an election year, and as you may have noticed, the candidates are already having competitive debates.  We will spend much time discussing these issues in our class.

We will also concentrate on the following questions: 
1. How do politicians gain and maintain power? 
2. What does it mean to be an American? 
3. How important are civil liberties and equal rights? 
4. How much voice do we have? 
5. How does the news media shape our view of government? 
6. Who controls government? 
7. How does US domestic policy affect our lives? 
8. How does US foreign policy affect the world? 

I am truly excited to begin working with you and discussing the basic principles and controversial issues surrounding government. I promise that this will not be a “dry course” as long as your enthusiasm and energy for the subjects and discussions remains strong. 

Structure of the Course 

The course will be broken into seven parts. The units are as follows: 
1. Civil Liberties and Equal Rights 
2. Public Opinion and Voting 
3. News Media 
4. Congress, Presidency, Judiciary 
5. Domestic and Foreign Policy 

The main text for this course is Civics in Practice. It is critical to consistently keep up with the readings , current events assignments and community service requirements.

There will be some class lecture as well as discussion on the important ideas, themes, facts, and concepts that emerge from the reading. Most importantly, discussion and other forms of active learning are the best ways of mastering the concepts of American government. 

Class discussion, then, will have two purposes: to help you master the material and to develop your own perspectives on it. Many of those discussions will begin with small groups, each of which will be responsible for part of the reading. Then, I will guide the class as a whole through the material to help you all see the main point(s) for that session. 

Materials 
You are expected to bring the following to class every day: 

  A 2-subject perforated, college-ruled notebook (1/2: In-class note-taking, ½: Homework) 

  Folder (handouts) 

  Pen (Blue or black ink) 

Classroom Policy: 

  Attendance: I expect you to attend class every day. If you are absent, it is your responsibility to keep up with assignments, find out future assignments from a classmate, and to hand them in on time. 

  No interference: I will not accept anything that interferes with learning. It is important that everyone listens to each other. Zero tolerance for side conversations! 

You will be graded on the following: 
Participation (25%) 
We will hold small group as well as class discussions often so listening and participating is critical to your success in the class. Class participation is not solely based on raising one’s hand in class, but also speaking in small groups as well as being an active member in a group research project. Participation is key to being successful in this class! 

Homework (25%) 
You will be required to complete 20 current events assignments by the end of the semester.  For these assignments  you must find an article, cut it out and summarize and respond to that article.  Homework will be graded based on the following rubric: 

Check plus: 

  Excellent work that goes above and beyond what is asked. 

  Brings in outside information/perspectives 

  Neat, organized, and without spelling and grammatical errors 

Check: 

  Meets basic requirements 

  Complete, on time, with evidence of time and effort 

  Minimum of spelling and grammar errors 

Check minus: 

  Lacks evidence of time and effort 

  Missing information 

  Numerous spelling and grammatical errors 

Zero: 

  Incomplete or not turned in 

  Does not meet requirements 

Tests (25%) 
Each unit contains a test and/or multiple quizzes. 

Essays and Projects (25%) 
Every quarter there will be several essays and/or projects. Essays, unless otherwise noted, will be graded in the following manner: 

A (95): Well-developed thesis carried through the entire paper and used to answer all aspects
of the question using a broad array of appropriate examples. 

B (85): Either weak thesis or one that does not go beyond what is covered in class or readings. Presents good evidence and demonstrates solid understanding of the factual material, but tends to describe rather than analyze. Or good thesis poorly supported with evidence. 

C (75): Examples are not well related to a relatively underdeveloped thesis. Covers basic facts only and/or is confused about key facts and concepts. Often has rudimentary or stereotypical generalizations. If there is a thesis, it is usually weak or unsupported. 

D (65): Poor knowledge of subject matter. Serious factual errors. No thesis development. 

E (55): No knowledge of relevant subject matter/no paper handed in. 

There will also be both group and individual projects. Each project assignment will have a grading rubric so that you will know how you will be graded when you are initially given the assignment. 

