PARTICIPATION IN GOVERNMENT- 
Final Assessment
Optional Activities- Eight Minimum, 2 per Level of Government- 5 points Each

Each Student must submit an analysis of eight real life situations that reflect the four levels of government: Town, County, State, and Federal.

You must select two from each list.


Each activity is worth 5 points


GENERAL DIRECTIONS: 

1. Each answer must contain the name, address, and phone number of the supervisor of each office that you must visit in order to find the solution

2. Each answer must contain a list of fees, permits, or licenses needed to find the solution.

3. Each assessment will include any laws, policies, or ordinances that apply to your scenario, as well as any legal or monetary penalties.

4. Finally, each answer must contain a precise description of the steps taken in order to resolve the problem. 

Town Problem Solving

1. You are going to put an addition on your house. List and explain all of the necessary steps:

· Inspection costs

· Building Permits

· Forms to fill out

· The following page will be helpful: Building Department - Welcome to the Town of Elma, New York official website. (elmanewyork.com)
2. You are in love and you want to get married. Describe the governmental procedures, costs, and agencies that you will deal with, including changing your/your wife’s name.

· Your answer must apply to a marriage in your home town.

3. Your house’s value has recently been reassessed, increasing your taxes. Describe the procedure you will use to get your tax bill reviewed and changed.

· This website should be useful: Town Assessor - Welcome to the Town of Elma, New York official website. (elmanewyork.com)
4. You would like to put up a large fence on your property because you do not get along with your neighbor. This fence must be exactly within the law because if it is not, your neighbor will complain. 

· Explain all of the restrictions that apply to fences

· Explain how to get a survey of your property so that you can put the fence exactly where your property line is.

· The following page will be helpful: Property Line and Fence Laws in New York - FindLaw
5. Compile a list of the services available from the town for the Senior citizens of the Town.

· You must include any pamphlets that the Town makes available. 

COUNTY PROBLEM SOLVING

http://www.erie.gov/
1. Your elderly grandparent needs a handicapped parking permit. Describe the governmental procedure used to obtain this permit and the restrictions placed on its use.

2. You have just purchased a new house. Describe all of the legal requirements you must satisfy before you are allowed to close and move into your new house.

3. Your elderly shut in grandfather is in need of daily food delivery and medical attention. Describe the Erie County agencies and procedures that you would use to assist your grandfather with each of these needs.

4. You have just purchased a restaurant. List all of the state and local government agencies that you will have to deal with before you can open. (Assume that you will be serving alcohol). Include all of the permits, fees, and Inspections that must be satisfied.

5. You want to hold a rally in Downtown Buffalo to prevent a local hospital from relocating. What steps must you take to hold the rally? 

6. What other methods could your committee use to influence the hospital to move?

7. Compile a list of all of the Erie County social services available to your elderly shut in Grandfather you must also state what services will be provided by the individual agency. 

State Problem Solving

1. You believe that the product that you have just purchased is defective. Describe the governmental and legal procedures used to get the problem remedied or to get your money back.

· The following website will be useful to you: http://consumer.state.ny.us/
2. You have fallen at work and would like to receive Worker’s Compensation. Describe all of the steps that you will have to take in order to collect.

· The following website will be helpful to you: http://www.wcb.state.ny.us/
3. You have been laid off from your job and want to apply for Unemployment Insurance in New York. List all of the requirements, restrictions, applications, and agencies associated with this problem

· The following website will be helpful to you: http://www.labor.state.ny.us/
4. Compile a list of all of the state programs that are available to your elderly shut in Grandfather. You must list all of the agencies and the services they provide.

5. You have moved here from another state and would like to apply for public assistance while looking for another job. Describe the variety of state programs available to you while looking for a job.

· The following website will be helpful to you: http://www.labor.state.ny.us/welfare2work/InfoServiceProviderHomePage.shtm

FEDERAL PROBLEM SOLVING

1. You have an artistic creation or invention that you want to protect through Federal Copyright laws. List all of the steps that you must take in order to protect your work.

· The following website will be useful to you: http://www.copyright.gov/
2. You have been turned down for a job promotion. You believe the reason for this is because of your gender. Describe in detail the process that you would take and the governmental agencies that you would contact to lodge a complaint of this nature.

· The following website will be useful to you: http://www.eeoc.gov/
3. Your grandparents have just come here from a European country and want to apply for citizenship. List in detail all of the requirements and the governmental agencies that they must deal with.

4. You are going to spend a summer traveling in Europe. Describe all of the procedures, restrictions and governmental agencies that you must deal with. 

· The following website will be useful to you: http://travel.state.gov/
5. You are unable to work for medical reasons not associated with your job. What are the governmental programs and procedures that are available to you? List the governmental agencies that you must contact and what are the restrictions associated with these services. 
· The following website will be useful to you: http://www.ssa.gov/d&s1.html
