					Name: _____________________
Scavenger Hunt on Interest Groups
Use the excellent site http://www.opensecrets.org/ to answer the following questions.  

http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/list.php?order=A  Name 3 solidly Republican donors and 3 solidly Democrat donors.


1.  What explanations might there be for the choices that these interest groups have made in their donation choices?


2.  What observations can you make about this information?


3.  http://www.opensecrets.org/industries/contrib.lphp?cycle=2012&ind=N   Which miscellaneous businesses contributed more money to the Democrats?


4.  http://www.opensecrets.org/industries/indus.php?Ind=F#contribtrends   What trends do you notice in the party split of the financial sector’s funding?’


5.  http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/issuesum.php?id=DEF&year=2011   What trends do you notice in the annual number of clients lobbying for defense?

6.  http://www.opensecrets.org/revolving/index.php  What companies or groups has the featured “revolver” represented?

8.  What are the top three occupations that defeated incumbents from 2010 are now working in?   http://www.opensecrets.org/revolving/departing.php


9.  http://www.opensecrets.org/news/issues/guns/index.php  How much money have gun control groups and gun rights groups spent in the area of lobbying?


10.  http://www.opensecrets.org/industries/indus.php?cycle=All&ind=H  Who are some of the “heavy hitters” in the health industry?  (who is contributing the most?)  How much money are they giving?  To whom?


11.  Compare the top 5 industries giving to members of Congress in the 2008 election cycle http://www.opensecrets.org/industries/mems.php?party=A&cycle=2008  to the donations given in the 2012 cycle  http://www.opensecrets.org/industries/mems.php?party=A&cycle=2012  clearly, the individuals are different, but what other trends can you note by which parties the industries are donating to?


12.  Check out some of the Super PACs that are raising money to spend on the 2012 election and how they spent money in earlier elections.  http://www.opensecrets.org/pacs/superpacs.php?cycle=2012  Based on the money that some of these groups have already spent (just click on a few of the groups) and their spending patterns from earlier years, what conclusion can you reach about how they plan to spend their money?  You may have to Google a few of the names of the candidates to find out if they are Democrats or Republicans.
13.  Check out the top 50 527s http://www.opensecrets.org/527s/527cmtes.php?level=C  Pick three of the groups and click on them and explore the information available and summarize what you can find out about the group.

