Notes on the Planets

 Planets in order: Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune

Dwarf planets in order:  Ceres, Pluto, Eris

Mercury – Closest planet to the sun.
· Very hot on side facing the sun, very cold on other side.

· Rotates slowly (about 60 days) to rotate once.

· Travels around the sun very fast a year=88days

· Many craters, very thin if any atmosphere.  No Moon
Venus- Said to be Earth’s twin because it is about the same size.

· Hottest planet in the solar system.

· Clouds of sulfuric acid trap the heat inside.

· Has no moon.

· One day is longer than its year. Rotates Extremely SLOW.

· Has retrograde rotation (spins Clockwise).

Earth – The only known planet to have sustained life on it.

· Has liquid water. 

· Only planet with sustained life.
· Is tilted at 23 1/2 degrees.

· Thick atmosphere mostly made of oxygen
· It has one moon.

Mars  - The red planet.
· Evidence of flowing water at one time.

· Has two moons.

· About half the size of Earth.
· Very thin atmosphere.

· Very rocky and has huge dust storms.

· Largest volcano in the solar system (Olympus Mons).
· Largest canyon in the solar system
Asteroid Belt: Area that separates the terrestrial and jovian planets. Revolves around the sun 



counterclockwise. Some asteroids are small (sand sized) Some are large(Texas)
· Ceres is located in the asteroid belt

Jupiter- The largest of all the planets.

· The great RED spot.  A giant hurricane-like storm.

· One thin ring and many moons.

· Takes about 13 hours to rotate.

· Huge amount of gravity.  

· Could have been a second sun if it had 75 times more mass.

Saturn – Rings.

· Saturn’s rings are made of rock and ice.

· Saturn is the second largest planet.

· Saturn’s density is less than water, which means it could float!

· Saturn is still forming today.

Uranus – The sideways planet.

· Uranus is tilted on its side.

· Hit by a large object early in its formation

· Has a ring system.

· Is blue-green with no visible features (clouds)

Neptune -  Cold and blue.

· About the same size as Uranus.
· Has the great DARK spot. A storm just like on Jupiter.

· Has 2 thin rings.

Pluto – Rock and Ice

· Located in the Kuiper Belt.

· Has a moon that is almost the same size as Pluto called Charon(Karen).

Eris – Final dwarf planet

· It is the largest of the dwarf planets.

· It is located in the Kuiper Belt.
