Review Sheet for Asteroids, Comets and Meteors
Asteroids – Big rock that is traveling in space. (larger than a football) 

 Most of them are found in the asteroid belt between Mars and Jupiter. 

Meteoroid – Small rock that is traveling in space. (softball size and smaller)

Meteor – An object that has entered the Earth’s atmosphere and is burning up.


Thousands of tons of meteors hit the atmosphere every day and night.


Sometimes they are nicknamed “shooting stars”.

Meteorite – An object that makes it through the Earth’s atmosphere and hits 

the surface.

· The only difference between an asteroid and meteoroid is the SIZE.

· They are all made out of the same materials (stuff)

· They all can travel between 20,000 and 40,000mph

Comet – A small body made of rock, ice and cosmic dust. They are loosely packed together. 


Comets are nicknamed “Dirty Snowballs”.

· Comets come from the Kuiper belt and Oort cloud which are located in the cold outer solar system.
Comets can have up to 2 tails.

· The ion tail is made out of electrically charged particles. It always faces directly away from the sun because of the solar wind.

· The dust tail travels behind the nucleus and is responsible for most of the meteors that hit our atmosphere every day and night.
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_________________________________________________
Eclipse – means to cover up or block out.  

· 3 main parts(characters) of every eclipse are The Sun, The Moon and The Earth.

· Solar eclipse = sun blocked out        Lunar eclipse = moon blocked out
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