Essay Correction Procedures
Research the rule on “how to correct” each grammatical/mechanical mistake.  Number each rule/correction down the page:

1. Spelling errors/Capitalization:  must use the dictionaries from the back shelf.  Write out the misspelling and correction next to it.  Write capitalization rules.
Diferent—different

2. Grammar/Punctuation:  look up rules in the index of MLA books.  Write out a clear explanation as to why it’s wrong and how it should be used.

S-V:  subject/verb agreement

P-A:  pronoun/antecedent agreement

Apostrophes:  write what they are used for!

Semi-colons: usage

Commas: look up the rule that applies to your specific error

Quotation Marks:  how to punctuate quotes
3. Sentence Structure (Run-ons or Fragments):  Write out the rules for correction run-ons (R-O) and fragments (frag.).  Often, the run-ons are comma splices, so you need to understand the role of a comma vs. an end mark (period or question mark).
4. Point of View (POV):  Write out why the writer should use 3rd person objective over 1st or 2nd person.

5. Reword/Clarity:  Rewrite the sentence for better clarity, adding any need words—or—deleting an excessive words and redundancies.

6. Thesis & Topic Sentences/Central Idea & Transitions (CC):  Do not write rule—rewrite each of these major transitions so that they function appropriately based upon the purpose and main points of the essay.  Simply label “thesis” or “# topic sentence” and then revise the weak ones.
7. Critical Analysis (CC):  You must use more critical thinking in the paper.  Develop and write several more sentences of analysis to tie your ideas back to your original position/purpose.  You will need to add more analysis for a stronger argument.
8. Punctuating Quotes & Citations:

Proctor stated, “…the promise a stallion gives a mare” to show that he doesn’t care for Abby (p. 51).
Abby screams, “She lies!” (p. 87).

