Illustration Essay

Background:  
Illustration is the use of examples—facts, opinions, samples, and anecdotes—to make ideas more concrete.  Providing examples is one of the most common methods of development, which allows the reader to connect to or envision a point.  It also allows the writer to make a generalized topic more specific and detailed.  Using examples provides more clarity and support for the thesis in an essay and the main ideas in a paragraph.
Assignment:
Research Topic:  
Illustrate how a seemingly simple product (developed before 1975) has endured and gone on to have an impact on consumers, industry, and/or society.

· Determine a critical purpose within the topic’s focus.  You want to have something important to say (an argument) that demonstrates elements of critical thought.  

· For example, don’t illustrate or use examples of professions that work with animals unless there is a significant purpose or something meaningful to express or argue about it.
· Use formal essay construction, featuring an introduction with a strong thesis statement, body paragraphs leading with topic sentences, and a conclusion with a revision of your thesis.

· Language and sentence structure should be appropriate for a critical paper.  Use 3rd person point of view (objective).  Avoid 1st person and 2nd person point of view (subjective):  I, me, we, our, us, you, your
· Essay should be 2-3 pages in length, typed and doubled spaced.  
· Use size 12 font, Times New Roman.  Margins should be 1” on all sides for MLA/APA standards.
· For research, use attribution in the sentence to give credit to the research source.  For example, “According to Newsweek, 73% of Americans say that they cannot live without their cell phones.”

Layout:
Topic:  
Illustrate how a seemingly simple product (developed before 1975) has endured and gone on to have an impact on consumers and society. 
Paper Organization:
Use an effective layout for each of the main points below.  Each area will be examined and discussed in its own body paragraph and feature a topic sentence leading it.

a. Illustrate how the product was founded and developed (facts).  Give examples of the marketing/advertising campaigns—and any changes in the product over time. (definition/description)
b. Use examples of how this product has impacted society (cause/effect).
c. Illustrate how consumers have come to view the product (opinions) and its overall impact upon the economy today.  (argumentation)
Thesis Development:   Make an overall claim about the product, then synthesize both the argument and
main points into a comprehensive thesis statement.

Critical Analysis:
Every main point should contain ample analysis as to why each example proves your thesis position on “why this product has had an impact on consumers, industry,  and/or society.”

