
The Albright Knox art gallery and the Hull house in Lancaster NY have both been influential to the history of the area. They both had and still have an impact in today’s local and somewhat nationwide society. Both preserve the past and teach the present people of something’s since lost. The works of great artist and the architectural style are some of the ways the Albright Knox and the Hull house influence society. Preserving these things of the past are one of the only ways that people can really learn about the past of our nation and remember what it once was like.

The Albright-Knox art gallery is known for its’ modern and contemporary art collections. According to Kiane, “The Albright Knox art gallery has been dedicated to the collecting of contemporary art since it’s founding in 1862” (11).  The gallery was one of the few in American cities in the early years of its’ founding. Planned to be included in the Pan-American Exposition where it was to be used as the Fine Arts pavilion before becoming it’s permanent residence it was delayed in being built and wasn’t finished until 1907 when it became open to the public (Murphy 58). It gave people of Buffalo something to boast about. The Gallery's superb art collection has made it the jewel of the city. It is well known throughout Western New York and the nation for its' dynamic collection of modern and contemporary art. The gallery contains paintings from Picasso, Renoir, Dali and Audubon (Lalli 59). The Albright Knox also contains sculptures and other mediums of art. Some of the art of the gallery was sold so that it could afford future purchases. People believed that it violated their trust while others believed that it stabilized the gallery's place in having one of the best collections of contemporary art (Dabkowski F1).
 The Albright is also known for its' unique architecture. The Gallery was created because of John J. Albrights love for art and his belief that the building housing the art should reflect that “Such a home should be devoted to art, and in its architecture and surroundings should of itself represent the nature of its occupancy”( Olenick & Reisem 136). The Gallery was a gift from John J. Albright to the city of Buffalo because he loved art. Designed by E.B Green its' design was inspired by the Acropolis in Greece (Olenick& Reisem 136). When building the museum, the design incorporated styles from different cultures, it was inspired by the Greek buildings and it also has a Japanese garden in cooperation with Buffalo's Sister city in Japan (Banham 69). The Albright was designed by one of the best architects of the time E.B. Green and sculpted by Augustus St.Gaudens. The gallery has eighteen marble columns stretching across the front of the gallery as seen in figure 1. It’s given the unique look of straight lines that seem to sag. It also includes green that’s spread between the columns, but it’s not even, much like the Greeks. Green was also always known to be a respectful color (Olenick & Reisem 136).  When Seymour Knox made a donation after he died the gallery added a new wing in 1962 (Murphy 58).  Edward demonstrates the depiction of an attractive vampire compared to the sinister vampire images from the 19th century (See Figure 1).
The Gallery has brought many people from across the nation and WNY to see its' art collections and the building itself. The museum reflects much of what Buffalo is; a mix of cultures and the people who bring with them their own sense of style and art. The Albright Knox has been recognized for its collection of art and it gets lots of attention for its architecture. New and upcoming artist can get some of their art promoted at the gallery. It has been dedicated to the sharing of art with the people of the community and the nation. According to Dan Murphy “If anyone were to ask a buffalonian what the top three places to visit in Buffalo are the Albright-Knox would be one of them” (58). Located in the beautiful Delaware Park the gallery has become one of the top tourism places in Buffalo, it has provided people with a place to enjoy the art. John J. Albright believed that the gallery would benefit the city of Buffalo” As a lover of the art and a believer in its beneficent influence in such a city as ours….” (Olenick & Reisem 136). Before the Albright Knox was built the city didn’t really have an art museum of that size with as much quality and beauty. It gave the people of Buffalo something to boast about. The Albright Knox Art gallery is a mesmerizing establishment. The museum is one of Buffalos finest structures (Olenick & Reisem 136). Due to its’ unique design, complexity and unforgettable site it will always be a major part in the history of Buffalo.

      The Hull House is one of the oldest stone dwellings in WNY.  The Hull house is the oldest federal style house in WNY. It is known for how much of the original house is still left. Warren Hull built the house for his wife and his growing family. The house has three levels, from the front it looks like it only has two as seen in figure 2, but it is really three. It was built into the hill and the entrance to the basement is through the back door (“Hull History n.p). The Hull family had ten children when they moved to WNY and later had twelve all together. They made a living by working the farm. The Hull parents were well educated and taught the Mrs. Hull taught the children at home until the first school-house was built.  When Mr. Hull and his wife died the house passed on to their daughter Polly. She lived in the house with her husband named William Tyler. In 1849 Aurilla Hull bought the house from her sister. She was in her second marriage. Most of the Hull children lived in the Lancaster area but their offspring were part of the westward movement. The house is located in Lancaster; it was originally located in Clarence, NY. The house was one of the few to have a beehive oven and another unique item it contains is the original cistern. The cistern is used to collect rainwater for daily use around the house (“Hull History” n.p). It is known for being so old yet retaining these rare items in it and the condition it is in. No house of that age has lasted as long as the Hull house has with many original items.

The Hull family has an interesting history. Warren Hull is a descendent of George Hull (“Hull History” n.p.). George Hull came to the colonies in the 1630’s and was an immigrant from England. Both Warren and his father served in the revolutionary war. After Warren Hull settled in WNY the war of 1812 broke out. The former owner of the house had used it as a dumping place before the hull house foundation came into their possession (Vogel n.p.).The house is in the process of being restored and preserved. It has been chosen to have a Peace Garden the represents the 200 year peace between the U.S. and Canada (Vogel n.p.). The foundation got grants from the government and some donations from other organizations to restore and preserve the Hull house. Some of the volunteers at the Hull house will represent one of the family members and dress like them, talk like them and give a presentation on something of interest in the house. The goal of the foundation is to have the house be a working family home and a functioning farmstead. It will show how the way things were back then and how people lived.

The Hull House preserves the history of our country centuries before the time of electricity and other technology. It educates people one how life was back then and gives them a passageway to that time. The house contains stories about our history and because of its age and because of the people who lived in it. It was around when the war of 1812 was going on and the civil war (“Hull History” n.p). It has been assumed to be part of the Underground Railroad but it hasn't been proven. The way the house was built with the entrance to the basement in the back and hidden from the road it would make it easy for runaway slaves to come in without being seen (Vogel n.p.). The house has become a site of tourism and a way to learn of the past of our heritage and the way people lived back then. The volunteers have been trying to preserve the house for these reasons; they believe that so much can be learned from it. According to Cheri Vogel, “It can benefit the community to see how it once was to live like this.”  If the Hull House is lost it can never be replicated like the original. 
It is a link to the dramatic past of Americans moving West and the early settling of WNY..
The masterworks of art in the Albright Knox along with its unique architectural style make it a gem in the city of Buffalo. Another local building known for its architecture is the Hull house. Both places influence some people’s lives. Both allow people to look into a different time and a different world. The art of the Albright Knox can tell someone a story about a time period or give them a message. The stories of the Hull house because of its age can tell people about what it was like to live in those days.  Both have had an impact in the local society of people teaching them about things they never knew.
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Figure 1
