Mrs. Cantie, Research Paper, 3-11

Local History Project
Examining the Rich History of Western New York

Suggested topics for Western New York:
Historical Landmarks 

Buffalo’s Architecture

Parks and Amusements (carousels)
Founding of East Aurora & The Roycroft 

Lackawanna & Bethlehem Steel

Buffalo Sports History

Education System in Buffalo

Buffalo’s Waterfront & Erie Canal

Delaware Park & Housing District, Olmstead
Fort Niagara & Early Battles

Joseph Ellicott (developer)
City Hall

Holland Land Company

Albright Knox Art Gallery

Forest Lawn Cemetery

Letchworth State Park & Mary Jemison

Millard Fillmore (president)
Roswell Park (surgeon)
Historic Churches & Religion in Buffalo

Buffalo Originals & Inventions

Niagara Falls & Hydroelectric Power

Mary Talbert (civil rights)
Buffalo’s Industries & Agriculture

Haunted Historical Sites

Wildlife & Conservation

Grover Cleveland

Underground Railroad

Burchfield Penny (artist)
Buffalo’s Theater District

Indian Tribes

Military Involvement & War Effort

Buffalo’s Economy Today

Chautauqua Institution
Buffalo’s Museums
Regional Weather Patterns

Father Baker & Basilica
Attica & Prison System

Music History

EMW & ICS History

Love Canal

Railroad System

Community/Ethnic Festivals

Allentown District

Automobile Industry (Pierce Arrow & Flyer)

Erie County Fair

Naval Park

Music Impact (Wurlitzer pianos & jukeboxes)

Science Impact (Bently snowflake photos)

Pan American Exposition Topics

McKinley’s Assassination


Splendor of the Exposition


International Significance


Community Efforts & Revenue


Sites, Buildings, and Exhibits


Pan Am’s Legacy Today

Buffalo’s Immigrants & Neighborhoods


Irish Community


German Community


English Community


Italian Community


African American Community


Polish Community


International Community of Today



Consider the following areas:

Reason and means of immigration



Neighborhoods, employment



Struggles for acceptance



Culture, traditions, foods, music


How they enriched Buffalo

Local History Project &
Presentation Guidelines
1. TOPIC SELECTION:  Partners must first agree upon a selected topic from Buffalo’s rich history.  Students may want to do preliminary research to determine how much evidence will e available before they select a final topic.  Consider grouping 2-3 topics if too few resources exist on an individual topic.  Teams will be responsible for dividing the research and written work equally among each member.

2. RESEARCH PAPER:  Each team individual must turn in a formal research paper using MLA Documentation.  Each member of the team will be responsible for writing and documenting 2 pages of the overall report.  A variety of sources will be required, so mediums must includes a combination books, newspaper articles, journal articles, websites, interviews (interview is due in the final paper).      
Required Length:  
individual (3-4 pages)  
partners (6-7 pages)
 
group (9-10 pages)

Visual Appendix for Research Paper:  Any charts, graphs, photos, maps that may be useful as a source in the research paper should be placed in Appendix A that follows the Works Cited page.  Each item in the Appendix must be labeled (See Figure 1, see Figure 2).  It also must be analyzed in the paper itself!  These images have nothing to do with Oral Presentation visuals used later on (See Figure 1).
· The length of the paper does not reflect the Title Page, Appendix, or Works Cited page.  Papers will argue a thesis/position by through clear main points and supporting details.  

· Students who do not use both in-text citations and a Works Cited page with proper MLA style will fail the paper.

3. ORAL PRESENTATION:  Teams will compile their findings into an oral presentation that will be at least 8-11 minutes in length.  Partners have 6-9 mintues.  Individuals have a 4-7 minutes.   The required time is counted toward the grade.  Students may only use outlines or bibliography cards—no reading!  Each member will be responsible to present for the scheduled day, or participation points will be deducted.

4. PRESENTATION’S VISUAL COMPONENT must accompany the Oral Presentation in the form of one of the following:  video, power point, reenactments, or even a class activity!  Be creative!

· The aim of this research project is to employ more multimedia, so students must make a film and/or a Power Point as much as possible. Video must be short to keep in time limit.

· Handouts, pictures, and other visuals aids can then accompany the presentation.  

5. Students will be graded on each step of the process, which will contain considerable overall points.  Students will be required to use the Bibliography Card System for research gathering that will be graded.  Visual aids for the paper will placed on an Appendix.  All research must be carefully documented on a Works Cited page that must be typed and uses MLA documentation style.

6. Teams will be graded on a rubric as well as a self-assessment.

