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Part 2:  Argument Essay Outline
· Establish an evidence-based claim (position) on the topic.  Highlight premises (main points) as to your reasoning behind this view.
· Distinguish your claim from the opposing viewpoint.

· Argue your claim/position by demonstrating how the author uses evidence and strategies to support his view.

· Must use evidence from at least 3 texts.

· Must use proper quotations and citations for all evidence (Text 2, line 8).
Introduce Topic: _____________________________________________________________________
Address Opposing Claim: ______________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Insightful Claim (Thesis Argument & Main Points):  _______________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Body Development

Topic Sentence for Main Point 1: relate to claim _______________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Evidence 1:__________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________  Citation (_______________)
Reasoning:  argue how the evidence proves the claim  ________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Evidence 2:__________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  Citation (_______________)

Reasoning:  argue how the evidence proves the claim  ________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Evidence 3:__________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  Citation (_______________)

Reasoning:  argue how the evidence proves the claim  ________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Topic Sentence for Main Point 2: relate to claim _______________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Evidence 1:__________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  Citation (_______________)

Reasoning:  argue how the evidence proves the claim  ________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Evidence 2:__________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  Citation (_______________)

Reasoning:  argue how the evidence proves the claim  ________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Evidence 3:__________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  Citation (_______________)

Reasoning:  argue how the evidence proves the claim  ________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Topic Sentence for Opposing Claim: ________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Evidence 1:  point to argue against_______________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  Citation (_______________)

Rebuttal:  logically argue your disagreement  ______________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Evidence 2:  point to argue against________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  Citation (_______________)

Rebuttal:  logically argue your disagreement  _______________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Argumentation Essay Terms

Claim/Thesis:  The position/argument on what to do or think about a specific issue based on one’s perspective and understanding of it.  The written position may be expressed as a thesis statement.

Main Points/Premises:  The major substantiating premises or main ideas of the claim/thesis that will support that overall argument.

Evidence:  The relevant and textual facts, events, and ideas from which the main points/premises of an argument arise and require a citation to support them.

Reasoning/Argument:  Critical thinking that argues the logical relationships among ideas and evidence to support each main point/premise in relation to the claim/thesis argument.

Counterclaim/Opposing Claim:  An alternate claim that recognizes and articulates an understanding of an opposing viewpoint.  As a rebuttal, the counterclaim should be argued against with logical reasoning.
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