Iroquois Social Studies Department
Generic Scoring Guide for Document Based Questions  (Score Scale 1 – 5)
	Basic Core
	Pts.
	Expanded Core
	Pts.

	
1.  Has an acceptable thesis.  Expresses one claim (main idea) that addresses parts of the prompt of the question.  May restate the question in the form of a statement.

2. Uses the majority of the documents (half plus 1)

3. Understands the basic meaning of documents cited in the essay.  (May misinterpret one document)

4. Included some evidence in the form of facts, examples, and details, but discussion is more descriptive than analytical.  Directly quotes or paraphrases the text.

5. Is a satisfactorily developed essay.  Includes an introduction, arranging evidence within body paragraphs (PERSIA), and supports the claim.

6. Includes some relevant outside information.
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Expands beyond the basic core of 1 – 6.  A student must fulfill all six requirements of the basic core before they are eligible for earning points in the expanded core area.

Thesis thoroughly addresses all aspects of the prompt within the questions.  It addresses the type of question (C.O.T. / Cause and Effect / Compare and Contrast).  Written in the form of a statement.

Uses all or almost all of the documents.  (Total -1)


Shows careful and insightful analysis of the documents.  Effectively groups several documents together into sub-groupings (PERSIA, P.O.V., and Chronological).  Supports the claim with fact, examples, and details.


Analyzes bias or point of view.  Considers the author’s choices, impact of word choices, and the text’s central ideas.

Incorporates substantial relevant outside information.  Must support the prompts with the question.


Demonstrates proper conventions of English.  Uses complete sentences, proper grammar, punctuation, and spelling.  Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization.  Introduction and conclusion are beyond a restatement of the question.

Identifies opposing viewpoints.

	




.5



.5



.5




.5


.5





.5



.5

	Subtotal
	
	Sub Total
	


[bookmark: _GoBack]
