FLUENCY FOLDER
What is fluency?

Fluency is the critical bridge between two key elements of reading… decoding and comprehension.  It is the ability to read text quickly, correctly and smoothly, and with proper expression.

Why is fluency important?

Fluency is critical because it directly impacts the comprehension process.  Only when readers can read the words in text automatically, are they free to focus on comprehension in order to be proficient readers. 

HOMEWORK
Inside this folder, you will find different passages that your children should read aloud to you while you time their reading.  The students should read the passages at least 3 times over the weekend.  After each reading, please record how long it took on the spaces provided at the bottom of the page and then sign the bottom.  The more times the passages are read, the more fluently your child will read them, so please encourage multiple readings.
You will also notice there are questions that follow each passage.  Please ask your child the questions and discuss the answers with them.  It is important that your child understands what he or she is reading and that the comprehension isn’t lost with their focus on reading fluently.
Thank you for your help and encouragement.  Reading at home has a significant impact on your child’s reading development and your support is appreciated! 

~Mrs. McHale
The New Friend

Jane and Dean were best pals.  They rode their bikes to school together everyday.  They were both in Mrs. Green’s class.  At recess, they always played on the same baseball team.  Jane and Dean liked to race home after school and do their homework together.


Then Pepper came along.  Pepper was Jane’s new black puppy.  Dean felt sad because Jane spent all of her time with Pepper now.  Dean missed his best friend.


One day, Dean sat on his front steps alone.  He closed his eyes and thought about all the fun he and Jane used to have.


Suddenly, something licked his face, and Dean opened his eyes.  Jane and Pepper had come to play.  Now Dean had two best pals.

1.) Why was Dean sad?
2.) Why do you think Jane and Pepper came to play?

READING TIMES

Reading #1:   ______________ minutes

Reading #2:   ______________ minutes

Reading #3:   ______________ minutes

Parent Signature ______________________________

How to Play Running Bases

Have you ever played a game called “Running Bases”?  It is a lot of fun!  You need two people to catch the ball and a group of people to run between the bases.  You also need two bases and one ball.  You can use many things as your bases.  An old shirt or a paper plate will work fine. 


To start the game, the catchers throw the ball to each other three times.  Then, the runners start running back and forth between the bases.  The catchers try to tag them.


The runners have to be quick and smart, so they do not get tagged.  After three tags, a runner can change places with a catcher.  Then, the game begins again.

1.) What can you use as a base for “running bases”?
2.) Why can’t you play “running bases” with just three people?

READING TIMES

Reading #1:   ______________ minutes

Reading #2:   ______________ minutes

Reading #3:   ______________ minutes

Parent Signature ______________________________

Our Great Forests

Long ago, most of the eastern half of the United States was one big forest.  The whole land was thickly covered with trees. 


Today, trees do not cover as big an area.  As people spread out across the country, they cut down trees to create farms and cities.  Now people are planting new forests to try to replace some of the ones that were cut down.


We have three kinds of forests in the United States.  In one kind, the trees lost their leaves in the fall.  In another kind, the trees stay green all year.  The third kind is called a mixed forest.  It has trees that lose their leaves along with trees that stay green.


If you ever visit a forest, look at the trees.  See if you can tell what kind they are!

1.) Describe three kinds of forests.

2.) Why would someone cut down trees?
READING TIMES

Reading #1:   ______________ minutes

Reading #2:   ______________ minutes

Reading #3:   ______________ minutes

Parent Signature ______________________________

Jake’s Jar

Jake loves to read everything in sight!  This is why he joined the school’s reading club.  Jake reads when he first wakes up in the morning.  He reads a little at lunchtime.  He reads right before he goes to sleep at night.


One day, Jake asked Mom how many books he had read so far.  He and Mom forgot to count them.  Mom found an old jar in the kitchen.  Every time Jake finished a book, they put a dime into the jar.  This would help them know how many books Jake had read.


When the jar was full, Jake wanted to buy a book to give to his reading club.  Jake’s mom cheered and said that was a wonderful idea!

1.) What does Jake love to do?

2.) How can the dimes in the jar help Jake tell how many books he has read?

READING TIMES

Reading #1:   ______________ minutes

Reading #2:   ______________ minutes

Reading #3:   ______________ minutes

Parent Signature ______________________________

The Flower Sale

Mr. Bloom’s class wanted to raise money for the school.  They agreed to have a flower sale.  Every child was given a job.  Some children went from room to room to tell about the flowers.  Others made posters to put around the school.  The children knew they needed to sell a lot of flowers.


On the day of the sale, Mr. Bloom went to the flower market and bought the flowers.  Then the children got busy with new jobs.  Some children counted the money, while others gave out the flowers.


At the end of the day, the children were tired but they felt great!  Mr. Bloom asked the children what they wanted to purchase for the school.  They wanted to buy more flowers.

1.) What is the story mostly about?

2.) Why did some children put up posters around the school?

READING TIMES

Reading #1:   ______________ minutes

Reading #2:   ______________ minutes

Reading #3:   ______________ minutes

Parent Signature ______________________________

Sharks

Sharks have lived on Earth for years and years.  Today, there are more than 350 different kinds.  Sharks come in many sizes.  The whale shark can be 36 feet in length.  The smallest shark grows only to about 6 inches.  Some sharks have big, sharp teeth.  Others have very small teeth.  But all sharks have one thing in common.  They all must open their mouths to breathe.  Sharks must keep their mouths open when they swim, or they will die.


Every year sharks are killed for many reasons.  They get caught in fishing nets.  Some are caught to be sold for shark meat or shark fin soup.  Shark skin is sometimes used for belts.  Other people hunt them because they think sharks are dangerous.  Will sharks be around much longer?

1.) How does a shark breathe?

2.) Why are sharks in danger?

READING TIMES

Reading #1:   ______________ minutes

Reading #2:   ______________ minutes

Reading #3:   ______________ minutes

Parent Signature ______________________________

Plants and Animals

Are there ways in which grass, birds, and people are all alike?  Here are two.  Grass, birds, and people are all living things.  And all living things need to have food.

Plants and animals get food in different ways.  Most plants cannot move around, so they need to make their own food.  They use energy from the sun along with water, air, and parts of the soil to create food.

Animals cannot make their own food, but they can move around to find it.  Animals chase after their food, fly across the sky to catch it, or figure out other ways to get their meals.


You are a kind of animal.  How do you move around to get the different things you eat?

1.) What is the passage mostly about?

2.) How do people and plants get their food in different ways?

READING TIMES

Reading #1:   ______________ minutes

Reading #2:   ______________ minutes

Reading #3:   ______________ minutes

Parent Signature ______________________________

A Special Gift

Rachel wanted to give Michelle a special birthday gift.  But she had no money.

One afternoon Rachel noticed that Mrs. Will next door was giving away old furniture.  Old chairs and tables were stacked on the sidewalk.  Rachel asked Mrs. Will if she could take one of the wooden chairs.


“Sure,” said Mrs. Will.


The chair was covered with cuts and marks, but it looked strong.  Rachel found cans of old paint in her garage.  There were lots of different colors.  Carefully she painted a bright sky and lots of flowers on the chair.


Rachel took the chair to Michelle’s birthday party.  She hid it behind a bush until it was time to open presents.


“I love it!” screamed Michelle when she saw the chair.  What a special gift the chair made!

1.) What did Rachel give Michelle for her birthday?

2.) What made the gift special?

READING TIMES

Reading #1:   ______________ minutes

Reading #2:   ______________ minutes

Reading #3:   ______________ minutes

Parent Signature ______________________________

Animal Watch

Jason and Pete decided to take a walk in the forest.  They know that the animals come to the forest pond to drink.  If the boys are very quiet, they will be able to watch the animals.


The boys hide behind some tall bushes.  When they look over the bushes, they can see the pond clearly.


Soon the boys hear a sound coming closer and closer.  It sounds like a deer or perhaps a family of skunks.


Suddenly Pete gets a funny feeling in his chest.  “Hic,” says Pete.  “Hic, hic, hic.  I’ve got the hiccups!” 


The boys hear the sound quickly moving away.


“I’m sorry,” says Pete.  “I just can’t be quiet when I have the hiccups.  Maybe we’ll have better luck next time.”

1.) Why do the boys go to the forest?

2.) What makes the animals move away?

READING TIMES

Reading #1:   ______________ minutes

Reading #2:   ______________ minutes

Reading #3:   ______________ minutes

Parent Signature ______________________________

Working Dogs

Dogs make wonderful pets.  They are fun to play with and can be very friendly.  But did you know that dogs can have jobs, too?  Many dogs work to help people in important ways.


Some dogs are trained to help blind people get around.  They are called seeing-eye dogs.  Other dogs are trained to assist deaf people.  They can alert their owner to sounds like fire alarms and doorbells.


Most dogs have an excellent sense of smell.  That is why police officers use them to find people who are lost or hurt.  Dogs are also used for herding animals.  They know just how to make the sheep and cows move along.


Dogs like to play, but they are hard workers, too!

1.) What is this passage mostly about?

2.) How could a trained dog help a deaf person during a fire?

READING TIMES

Reading #1:   ______________ minutes

Reading #2:   ______________ minutes

Reading #3:   ______________ minutes

Parent Signature ______________________________

A Walk on the Ceiling

House flies can be real pests.  They can also carry germs.  But they can be very interesting to just watch. 

Did you ever see a house fly walk on the ceiling?  Did you wonder how house flies could do that?  Like other insects, all flies have six legs.  Each leg ends in a claw.  The claw helps all kinds of flies hold on to walls and ceilings.


But a house fly has something else.  Each of its claws has a little pad.  When the house fly walks on something smooth, the pads become flat.  The pads also give off a sticky liquid.  This liquid acts like a glue.  It holds the house fly to the ceiling.


Would you like to be like a house fly?  Would you like to walk on the ceiling, too?

1.) What helps house flies walk on the ceilings?

2.) Why should you never let flies walk on your food?
READING TIMES

Reading #1:   ______________ minutes

Reading #2:   ______________ minutes

Reading #3:   ______________ minutes

Parent Signature ______________________________

Fun for Marge

Marge the cat did not feel like chasing mice today.  She wanted some fun for a change.  Marge strolled across the street and into a schoolyard.  She wanted to watch what the children were doing there.


Marge slid through the door and hid in a cardboard box.  Not long after that, someone picked up the box.  Marge swayed as she was carried through a narrow hall.  Then, the swaying stopped.


In a flash, Marge was out of the box.  She could not believe her eyes.  All of the children were running and chasing balls.  Marge thought they were all pretending to be cats, and joined in the game.


Soon the children were chasing Marge, but she did not like this kind of fun.  Marge ran down the hall and out the door.  After that day, Marge thought chasing mice was just enough fun for a feline.

1.) Why did Marge go to the schoolyard?

2.) Why would Marge think the children were pretending to be cats?

READING TIMES

Reading #1:   ______________ minutes

Reading #2:   ______________ minutes

Reading #3:   ______________ minutes

Parent Signature ______________________________
The Art Museum

Mr. Lawn’s class went to a new art museum.  This was not like any other museum they ever saw.  Everything in the museum was made from trash.


In the first hall, the children saw clothes.  Phil noticed that some coats were made from old flags.  The colors looked pretty.  Jane spotted big rain hats made from soda bottles.  In the next hall, the children played with toys.  Sarah played with a mouse made from boxes.  Brooke and Tom raced tin can cars.  Kelly played with a ball that was made from rubber bands.


In the last hall, the class saw a tiny town with toothpick houses and red doors.  The roads were made from old wood.  The stores were made from milk jugs.  When the children got back to class, they made art from trash, too.  The whole school came to see their fine work.

1.) What was different about the art museum in this story?

2.) What did the children learn at the museum?

READING TIMES

Reading #1:   ______________ minutes

Reading #2:   ______________ minutes

Reading #3:   ______________ minutes

Parent Signature ______________________________

The White House

The White House is the home of the President of the United States.  It is indeed a big, white house.  A painter would need 570 gallons of white paint to cover all the outside walls!


The White House has six floors, 132 rooms, and 32 bathrooms.  Some rooms are for the President’s family and friends.  Other rooms are used as offices or for meetings.  Parties and other celebrations are held in some rooms.  The biggest room is the East Room.  It is used for balls and parties.  The President has small dinners in the Blue Room.  Big dinners, on the other hand, take place in the State Dining Room.


You would enjoy a visit to the White House.  The tour takes you to five of the rooms.  You might even meet the President!

1.) What is this story about?

2.) Tell what three of the rooms in the White House are used for.
READING TIMES

Reading #1:   ______________ minutes

Reading #2:   ______________ minutes

Reading #3:   ______________ minutes

Parent Signature ______________________________
Watch Out for Flying Foxes

Birds and insects can fly, but can foxes fly, too?  The bat is the only flying mammal.  Fruit bats, the largest of all bats, are sometimes called flying foxes.


There are almost 200 kinds of fruit bats.  They are called fruit bats because they survive on fruits.  Some fruit bats only drink the juice from fruit.  Others eat whole fruits, seeds and all.

Most fruit bats have long noses, large eyes, pointy ears, and furry bodies.  Some kinds have wings as long as six feet across.  Fruit bats can be brown, gray, or black.  They live in thick forests or swamps.  Fruit bats are often found in trees in big groups called camps.  Some camps have more than a thousand bats in them.


The next time you hear noise in the trees, look up.  It might be a camp of fruit bats!

1.) What is this article mostly about?

2.) Why are fruit bats sometimes called flying foxes?

READING TIMES

Reading #1:   ______________ minutes

Reading #2:   ______________ minutes

Reading #3:   ______________ minutes

Parent Signature ______________________________
Grandma Nell

Grandma Nell moved in with us last month because she has been sick.  It is still a little strange having Grandma in our home.


It is difficult to be around Grandma because she does not always answer when I ask her something.  Talking seems to be hard for her.  She hardly ever speaks.  Mom says that is because she can’t hear very well.


When I went home from school the other day, Grandma was in the kitchen.  Something smelled really good, but I didn’t want to go into the kitchen.  After dinner, Grandma surprised us with a cherry pie.  So that was what I had smelled!  She put a huge slice on my plate.  I smiled at Grandma and she smiled back at me.


Today, Grandma and I are baking an apple pie together.  Grandma Nell is a good cook and teacher.  We do not need to talk much when we are baking.

1.) What makes it hard for Grandma Nell to talk to others?

2.) Why didn’t the granddaughter want to go into the kitchen?

READING TIMES

Reading #1:   ______________ minutes

Reading #2:   ______________ minutes

Reading #3:   ______________ minutes

Parent Signature ______________________________

A Job for Karla

Karla watched the actors on stage.  They looked as if they were having as much fun.  How could they do it while she could not?  Whenever Karla got on stage, she felt awful.  She would feel dizzy then forget all her lines.


Still Karla did enjoy watching the play.  Mitch was so good at saying his lines and Ann looked like a real queen.  On the way home from school, Karla wondered how she could join her friends in the play.  Surely there was a job for her, even if she was very shy.


The next day Karla saw a poster on the stage door.  She read it.  Karla just knew it was the perfect job for her.


That afternoon, Karla learned how to run a spotlight.  Karla could watch the play and be part of the action.  And she never had to step on stage!

1.) What was the story mostly about?

2.) What was written on the poster Karla read?

READING TIMES

Reading #1:   ______________ minutes

Reading #2:   ______________ minutes

Reading #3:   ______________ minutes

Parent Signature ______________________________

The Tiger Story

In the jungle, a very large, striped cat sneaks up on a deer.  Then it leaps.  The deer gets away.  The tiger does not chase its prey.  It just looks for something else to eat.


Tigers are the world’s biggest cat.  One tiger can eat 9 to 15 pounds of meat a day.  Tigers like living in thick forests or places with tall grass.  They usually live alone.


Tigers do not live in groups like lions do.  The only time you would see a group of tigers is when a mother tiger has cubs.  Cubs stay with their mothers for about two years.


But getting a peek at a tiger with cubs in the wild is now a rare event.  There are not too many tigers left.  Today, twice as many tigers live in zoos as in the wild.  Not enough wild places remain for them to live.

1.) Tell two facts about tigers that you learned from the story.

2.) Where do most tigers live today?

READING TIMES

Reading #1:   ______________ minutes

Reading #2:   ______________ minutes

Reading #3:   ______________ minutes

Parent Signature ______________________________

Common Cents

If you have one hundred of these, you have a dollar.  What are we talking about?  We are talking about the penny.  The penny is the most common coin in the United States.  The U.S. Mint produces more than one thousand pennies every second.  That adds up to about 30 million pennies a day.


The copper penny was the first coin made in America.  The first one was made in 1787.  Since then, there have been many different pictures on pennies.  Abraham Lincoln’s picture went on the penny in 1909.  The other side showed wheat.  Today, Lincoln’s face is still on the penny.


New pennies are now made of zinc.  They have only a tiny bit of copper in them.  Over the years, some things have changed with the penny, but one thing remains the same.  A penny is still worth one cent.

1.) Whose face is on the penny today?

2.) Name two things that have changed about the penny over time.

READING TIMES

Reading #1:   ______________ minutes

Reading #2:   ______________ minutes

Reading #3:   ______________ minutes

Parent Signature ______________________________
A Birthday Party

Molly turned eight on Sunday.  She did not expect a party because she knew her mom had millions of other things to do.  But that morning her mom told Molly that they should take a walk in the park.  When they got there, Molly saw her closest friends.  Five girls and three boys all shouted, “Happy birthday!”  Molly was really surprised.  Her mom had planned everything.  There were snacks.  There were games to play.  There was even a cake with eight candles.

After eating yummy snacks, the friends played games.  Jack won a prize for making a funny face.  Kate won a balloon for blowing the biggest bubble.  Grace won marbles for hopping on one foot.  Everyone got stickers just because they took part in a game.


Then the kids sang to Molly.  She blew out the candles and everyone ate cake.  Molly was so happy.  She thanked all her friends for making her birthday special.  She hugged and kissed her mom for giving her the best birthday ever.

1.) Name two things that Molly did at her birthday party.
2.) Why did Molly’s mom suggest that they walk in the park?
READING TIMES

Reading #1:   ______________ minutes

Reading #2:   ______________ minutes

Reading #3:   ______________ minutes

Parent Signature ______________________________

The Marching Band

Mike played the flute at school, and Max played the drums.  One day, Mike and Max decided to form the school’s first marching band.


“We need more members for our band,” said Mike. 


Max and Mike put up a sign asking anyone who played a musical instrument to join.  They got several responses that day.


Chris really wanted to join the band, but he had one huge problem.  He could not play any musical instrument.  Beth also wanted to join the band, but she played the harp.


“How can you be in our band?” Mike asked Beth.  “You play the harp sitting down.  How can you march?”


All the band members wanted Beth to play in the band.  But they also wanted to march.  Then Max had an idea.  He invited Beth and Chris to join the band.


Max said, “Chris will lead the band and pull a wagon with Beth and her harp on it.”


The band members loved Max’s idea and everyone else loved the marching band’s great music.

1.) What problem did Chris have in the story?

2.) How did Max solve two problems with his idea?

READING TIMES

Reading #1:   ______________ minutes

Reading #2:   ______________ minutes

Reading #3:   ______________ minutes

Parent Signature ______________________________

Being a Good Sport

How can you be a “good sport”?  You should be a good winner and not a sore loser.  Don’t brag when you win or complain when you lose.  Say kind words to the other team and to your own team, too.  If someone on your team makes a mistake, do not make fun of the person or get mad.  Do not blame anyone for losing the game.  When someone plays well, say so.  It will make both of you feel good.  Show team spirit not just by yelling the loudest.  Write a nice note to the players on your team, and give them special nicknames.  Hang a banner at school on the day of a game.

Treat the other team the way you would want them to treat you.  Make up a cheer to let them know you are good sports.  If you win or lose, be sure to shake hands with the other team at the end of the game.  Find something nice to say about the way they played.  And do not forget to have fun.

1.) What does being a “good sport” mean?

2.) Which ideas from the story about being a good sport are you most likely to use?

READING TIMES

Reading #1:   ______________ minutes

Reading #2:   ______________ minutes

Reading #3:   ______________ minutes

Parent Signature ______________________________

Fossils

Dinosaurs lived on Earth millions of years ago.  Today we know a lot about them.  How do we know so much?  We learned about them from people who study the remains of dead plants and animals. 


Fossils is the name we give to remains that have become hard and turned to stone.  Not every plant or animal becomes a fossil when it dies.  Some just dry up under the sun.  Strong winds blow away others.


For a dead plant or animal to become a fossil, everything must be just right.  Sand or mud has to cover the animal or plant quickly.  That way, neither the wind nor the sun can destroy it.  Then the sand or mud cover turns hard as a rock.  Over time, the fossil takes shape.


To find fossils, we must dig for them.  We might find a bone, a tooth, or part of a plant.  We might even find a footprint!  Every find is a clue that tells a little more about life many years ago.

1.) How do people find fossils?

2.) Why are the sun and the wind a problem when creating new fossils?
READING TIMES

Reading #1:   ______________ minutes

Reading #2:   ______________ minutes

Reading #3:   ______________ minutes

Parent Signature ______________________________

Lily’s First Movie

Nick lived on a ranch where several animals were trained to perform in shows and in movies.  Nick’s favorite was Lily, a baby elephant.  Lily loved to play a trick on Nick.  She would swing her trunk and if it hit him, she would put her head back as if she were laughing.  Then Nick would laugh, too.


One day, moviemakers came to town.  They needed a terrific animal performer for their movie.  They watched Lily playing her trick on Nick and they were impressed by her actions.  So the movie people took Lily away in a huge truck.


Lily was very sad because she missed Nick.  She would not do her trick with the actors.  The movie people tried to win her over, but she refused to budge.  Then they talked with Nick’s dad.


The next day, Nick appeared at the movie set.  When Lily saw Nick, she hit him with her trunk, then put back her head and laughed.  Then she hit him with her trunk again.  The movie people laughed and clapped loudly.  Now they had their star performer.

1.) What was Lily’s special trick?

2.) Why wouldn’t Lily do her trick with the actors?

READING TIMES

Reading #1:   ______________ minutes

Reading #2:   ______________ minutes

Reading #3:   ______________ minutes

Parent Signature ______________________________

One Last Thing

When Dad got a better job in the city, we had to move.  Moving from a big house in the country to a city apartment was hard, especially for Mom.  Dad said we should throw away anything we didn’t need.  He said our things would not all fit in the new apartment.  If we must bring something, however, he said we could each take one last thing.


Mom had a hard time choosing what to throw away and what last thing to bring.  Every day, she tried to get rid of something.  But every item was a treasure to her.  It was almost moving day, and Mom had not thrown anything away.  Then my sister came up with an idea.  She took pictures of all of Mom’s treasures.  We arranged the pictures in a big book, and then we named the book One Last Thing.


Mom was so happy with our present that she cried.  She said they were happy tears.  Moving would not be such a painful experience.  She could take all her treasures.  She would take One Last Thing.
1.)     Why couldn’t Mom pack all of her treasures?

2.)     Why was One Last Thing a good title for the book?

READING TIMES

Reading #1:   ______________ minutes

Reading #2:   ______________ minutes

Reading #3:   ______________ minutes

Parent Signature ______________________________

A Beautiful State

Maine is a beautiful state.  You will find it along the northeast coast of the United States.  It has a long coast with lots of little islands.  The coast also has sandy beaches and quiet fishing villages. 


Forests cover almost all of the state.  Pine trees once made up most of the forests.  That’s why the state is called the Pine Tree State.


There are many interesting facts about Maine.  Maine makes more wooden toothpicks than any other state.  Maine is also the place where a group called the Camp Fire Girls started.  The group is now called the Camp Fire Boys and Girls.  It offers outdoor fun to children all over the country.


Here’s another interesting fact.  If you live in a cold place, you may wear earmuffs to keep your ears warm.  A 15-year-old boy invented earmuffs in Maine in 1873.  He later opened a factory to make earmuffs.


Will you take a trip to Maine?  If you do, you will find yourself in a beautiful and interesting place: the Pine Tree State.
1.)      What covers most of the state of Maine?

2.)      Describe two interesting facts about Maine.
READING TIMES

Reading #1:   ______________ minutes

Reading #2:   ______________ minutes

Reading #3:   ______________ minutes

Parent Signature ______________________________
Horses of the Sea

Have you ever seen a seahorse?  The seahorse got its name because its head looks like a horse.  That is the only way they are the same.


A seahorse can be from six to twelve inches long.  With a curved tail like a monkey’s tail, it can attach itself to plants and reefs.  Otherwise, strong ocean currents would sweep it away.  Then it would be hard for the seahorse to eat and hide.


Its body is very tough.  It has plates of armor that protect it from its enemies.  The plates are heavy, so seahorses do not swim well.  But they have a special fin on their backs.  The fin flutters quickly.  It moves the seahorse through the water.


Seahorses face several problems.  Other sea creatures like to eat seahorses.  But seahorses can protect themselves.  They can change color like a chameleon.  This helps them hide.  Seahorses can see sideways.  This helps them watch for enemies.


But the biggest problem seahorses face is water pollution.  If we do not help clean the oceans where seahorses live, they might all die.
1.)      How does the seahorse protect itself from ocean currents?

2.)      How is the seahorse similar to a horse and a chameleon? 
READING TIMES

Reading #1:   ______________ minutes

Reading #2:   ______________ minutes

Reading #3:   ______________ minutes

Parent Signature ______________________________

The Foolish Fox

Long ago, a fox was out for walk and came to a fence.  Behind the fence were some plump, ripe grapes.


“Those grapes look so good,” said the Fox.  “They shall be my dinner.”  But the grapes were on the other side of the fence.  The fox was not thin enough to crawl underneath it.


“I will go home and wait until I grow thin,” thought the fox. 


The fox ate nothing for three days.  Then he was thin enough to crawl under the fence, but he was also very hungry.  He went back to the fence, crawled under, and gobbled up all the grapes that he wanted.  But he ate so many that he grew too fat to crawl under the fence to go home.


“Now I must grow thing again,” thought the fox.  “I must not eat anything.”


The fox hid under the grape vines for three days.  He ate nothing, and after three days he could easily squeeze back under the fence.


“Never again will I be so foolish,” thought the fox sadly as he made his way home.
1.)      Why couldn’t the fox crawl under the fence the first time?

2.)      What lesson did the fox learn?
READING TIMES

Reading #1:   ______________ minutes

Reading #2:   ______________ minutes

Reading #3:   ______________ minutes

Parent Signature ______________________________

Sand Castle Friends

Liz was spending the summer vacation at the beach.  She didn’t know any other kids, and she was starting to feel lonely.


Liz walked down to the edge of the water and began to build a sand castle.  The castle had two floors and twelve rooms before another girl came along.


“Hi, I’m Lucy.  Can I add some flags to your castle?” she asked.


“Flags sound great!” said Liz.  Liz added more rooms to the castle while Lucy made flags with twigs and some tissue.


“To make this castle really great, let’s cover the walls with shells,” said Lucy after the flags were done.


Lucy and Liz gathered shells along the shore.  They pressed the shells into the castle walls.  The castle looked beautiful.  Soon the sky began to get dark.  The ocean water moved closer and closer to the castle.  The girls watched as the waves started to melt away their castle.


“Let’s make a bigger castle tomorrow,” said Lucy.  “Maybe we can even give it a tower.”


“Wonderful!” said Liz.  “See you then.”
1.)     What did Lucy add first to the castle?

2.)     How did Liz feel at the end of the story?
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