CD Middle School Student Council By-Laws
Mission Statement
We, the officers and representatives of CDMS Student Council, will do everything in our power to represent the students of our school, uphold all school rules, and to perform our duties in accordance with these by-laws.  We will strive to do everything in our power to make our school a better place for the education process.
Article I – Purpose
The purpose of this organization shall be to promote leadership, foster school spirit, improve student participation in school government and activities, and to give a voice to the student body.
Article II – Membership and Duties
Section 1:  Student Council student leadership will consist of the positions listed below.  Specific duties are outlined for each position, but the officers work as a team and will work together to complete tasks.  Officers are serving in a student leadership position and are expected to serve as exemplary role models.
1. President – This is an elected officer position.  Duties include (but are not limited to) presiding over general membership and officer meetings, speaking at student council events, working with other officers to develop student council agendas and activities, and any other duties as defined by the Student Council Advisor(s).
2. Vice President – This is an elected officer position.  Duties include (but are not limited to) filling in when the President is not available, assisting the President with activities, taking meeting attendance, working with the Advisor(s) on website content and updates, working with other officers to develop student council agendas and activities, and any other duties as defined by the Student Council Advisor(s).
3. Secretary – This is an elected position.  Duties include (but are not limited to) writing agendas for meetings, recording notes for all meetings, working with other officers to develop student council agendas and activities, and any other duties as defined by the Student Council Advisor(s).
4. Treasurer – This is an elected position.  Duties include (but are not limited to) reporting budget updates at meetings, maintaining accurate financial records, working with other officers to develop student council agendas and activities, and any other duties as defined by the Student Council Advisor(s).
5. Historian – This position is appointed by the Student Council Advisor(s).  Duties include (but are not limited to) taking pictures at student council events, working with Advisor(s) to maintain student council bulletin board, working with other officers to develop student council agendas and activities, and any other duties as defined by the Student Council Advisor(s). 
Section 2: Student Council general membership shall consist of up to forty representatives, whom serve as a voice for the CDMS student body and will help plan and carry out Student Council activities.  All representatives are student leaders and are expected to serve as good role models.  Duties of representatives include the following:
1. Representatives will attend all general membership meetings.  
a. General membership meeting will happen after school meetings.
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Representatives will assist with Student Council committees and activities.  Some student council activities are after school hours.  
3. Representatives will voice questions, concerns, comments from the student body and faculty at Student Council meetings.

Article III – Elections
Section 1:  At the end of each school year (April or May) the CDMS 6th and 7th grade student body will elect students to fill the four elected officer positions for the following school year.
· Students interested in running for any officer position must fill out an application stating their intent to run and turn it in by the deadline on the application.  Specific criteria and signatures needed for running for each position is outlined on the application.
· Students may create one poster to be displayed on the candidates’ wall in the cafeteria.  Posters will be on display for one week prior to the election and must be taken down by the candidate by the end of the school day following elections.
· All candidates must write and deliver a speech regarding why they are running and why they believe they are the best candidate for the position.  Final speeches must be approved by the Student Council Advisor(s).
· There will be no negative campaigning.  Engaging in such will result in removal from the election ballot.  
· All students that run for an officer position, but are not elected, will be guaranteed a spot in student council the following school year.
· Time permitting; there will be a question/answer session after all the candidates have given their speeches.
Section 2:  At the beginning of each school year (typically within the first week or two) announcements will be made seeking applicants from any student wanting to participate in Student Council.
1. Brief meetings may be held during Academic Enrichment periods for all students interested in participating in Student Council.
2. Applications will be made available at that time and a due date given.
3. Up to forty students will be selected to be in Student Council.  Selections will be made so that each grade level is represented as equally as possible.

Article IV – Removal from Student Council
Section 1:  The Student Council Advisor(s), Principal and/or Assistant Principal may remove any Student Council officer or member for any suspendable offense or conduct unbecoming of a student leader (as determined by the above named parties).  
· Any officer will be removed if they receive ISS or OSS.
Section 2:  The Student Council Advisor(s), Principal and/or Assistant Principal may place a Student Council officer or representative on probation for any disciplinary problems.
· Duration of probation is at discretion of the above named parties.
Sections 3:  If an officer is removed from their position, the vacant seat will be filled with the candidate they ran against with the next highest amount of votes.  In the event they ran unopposed or the student with the next highest amount of votes is not a current member of Student Council, the Student Council Advisor(s) will appoint a replacement.
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