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REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION PROGRAM FOR HEALTH AND SAFETY RESOURCES - OPIOID OVERDOSE REVERSAL MEDICATION TO SCHOOLS

Puget Sound Educational Service District (PSESD) values the health, safety, and security of the region’s students and staff and engages in practices designed to make health and safety resources and support readily available to schools in an equitable manner.  

This policy provides for implementation of an acquisition and distribution process of opioid overdose reversal medication to school districts within the PSESD region. Through a partnership between Washington state’s Department of Health (DOH) and Educational Service Districts, PSESD will offer public comprehensive and alternative high schools two kits of intranasal naloxone to support the Washington law requiring school districts with 2,000 students or more students to stock at least one set of opioid overdose reversal medication in each high school. Smaller school districts may also choose to obtain and maintain naloxone for their schools through this partnership.  

RCW 28A.210.390 allows high schools to obtain and maintain opioid overdose reversal medication through a standing order prescribed and dispensed in accordance with RCW 69.41.095 as part of an emergency protocol to prevent opioid overdose deaths.  
PSESD will engage with DOH and the Superintendent of Public Instruction (SPI) in implementing this policy.  PSESD’s distribution system of naloxone to school districts is entirely voluntary and does not duplicate other district procurement efforts.  

PSESD will follow prescribed manufacturer’s guidelines for storage and medication safety and work with DOH to ensure an adequate inventory of opioid overdose medication is maintained consistent with reasonable projected demands. 

The Superintendent or Designee will review the policy and its implementation with the Executive Leadership Team as needed. PSESD will also cooperate with DOH’s comprehensive evaluation to assess the ESD distribution program’s effectiveness based on real-time usage, demand patterns, and feedback to determine ongoing implementation and need for a broader distribution beyond public high schools.  

Adopted: April 2024

Relevant PSESD Board Governance Policies: 	EL 1 Global Executive Constraint
EL 3 Transformational Relationships

Legal References:	RCW 28A.210.390 Opioid overdose reversal medication—Standing order—Administration
RCW 69.41.095 Opioid overdose reversal medication—Standing order permitted



