Agenda - KHS PPO Meeting
September 7, 2023
1. Welcome & Introductions
2. Principal’s Report and Parent Q & A - Dr. Seth Harrell (KHS Principal)
					
	-School year has started off well.  Wants to continue things as is to see how it is functioning and then make changes if necessary.  Good turn-out for parents coming to campus.  First day of school was fun for seniors and freshman.  The Pep Assembly went well and great participation.  Grade level presentations to connect with students and personalize to each grade level.  They want to do more whole class celebrations.  Want to create a positive environment for the students.  Parent night for each grade level is coming up.  The message is catered to each grade level and what is coming up for the following year.  Construction is moving along as expected.  Lead information requires testing to be done by next summer and district started it on this summer.  Since some tested positive, possibly due to some of the parts.  Those were shut down before school started.  The labs had higher levels but it is not used for drinking water.  Kirkwood was named the 5th best high school in the state of Missouri by U.S. News & World report.  PT Conferences will be similar to the previous year.  Wed 10/18/23 will be virtual.  Thursday 10/19/23 will be in-person from 4-7 pm.  Friday 10/20 /23morning will be virtual.  7th and 8th grade night evening of 10/12/23 will be from 6-7pm.  It is important to get students involved and parents excited about their students attending KHS.  There will be a social event for new students.  Communication is important and will do a weekly newsletter.  

Dropping classes: the first three days of the school year to not drop classes.  Students can change A.P. class to not A.P. until 1st quarter.  

What to do if a child is engaging in risky behavior or having difficulties: reach out to a counselor or Assistant Principal.  Parents can also reach out to the homeroom teacher.  You can also leave an anonymous report.

	
3. PPO Report & Parent Input - Stephanie Schmidt (President) & Marie Romano (Communications)
· Review of Minutes from March 2023 Meeting, Vote to Approve
· Notification of Plan to Update Bylaws
-The Bylaws are going to be redone by a parent of KHS (lawyer) will help to rewrite them and then bring them forward for the parent body to vote on them.
· Parent Input:
· How do you think we are doing so far?  What could we do differently?
-The communication is working and “is awesome”.  The responsiveness is appreciated.
· What would you like to learn from PPO social media & newsletters?

4. Treasurer’s Report - Brad Landsbaum (Treasurer) khsppotreasurer@gmail.com
· Pioneer Challenge Update - Stacy Reliford & Tara Frate (Pioneer Challenge Co-Chairs): We had double the donors as last year (300 families).  We doubled as much as we made from last year.  $26,588 was made from the donations.
· Overview of Current Finances: Seniors should meet for AGP.  Made a few minor changes to the overall budget.  The by-laws say that we cannot spend more than what we have so $0 at the end.
· Review of 2023-2024 Budget, Q & A, Vote to Approve. The new budget was approved by the parent body.
· The Executive Board voted on Brad Landsbaum to join PPO as the Treasurer.  Ellen Duncan resigned.
· PPO also takes company matches.

5. Class Officer Reports & Grade Level Parent Opportunities
Freshmen - Summer Kirgan-Kent (Class Rep is really a fundraising chair) & Courtney Rawlins (Hospitality Chair), Meg Boyko (Class Treasurer): 
· Freshman Parent Meeting: 9/21, 6:30-8 pm in the KHS Cafeteria
· Wine Tasting Fundraiser - 10/11, 6-8 pm at Grapevine Wines.  Tickets are on sale for $35 and fit 100 people.

Sophomores - Michelle Whitson & Nicky Losse (Class Reps)
· Plant Sales - end tonight on MySchoolBucks
· Sophomore Parent Meeting: 09/18/23, 6:30-8 pm in the KHS Cafeteria
· Survival Kits

Juniors - Stephanie Schmidt for Brian Klein (Class Rep)
· Tailgate - 9/8/23 from 5:30-7 pm in the Essex Lot.
· Junior Parent Meeting: 9/14, 6:30-8 pm in the KHS Cafeteria
· Trivia Night - 2/10/24 from 7-10 pm at Ursuline Academy (Looking for donations from companies)
· Planning a Scavenger Hunt in the fall for an additional fundraiser
· Looking for Committee Chairs

Seniors - Jennifer Spohr (Class Treasurer) & Colleen Whittaker (After Grad Party Chair)
· First AGP Volunteer Meeting - directly after this meeting
· Tailgate - 9/8/23 from 5:30-7 pm in the Essex Lot
· Senior Parent Meeting: 9/11/23, 6:30-8 pm in the KHS Cafeteria
· After Grad Party (AGP) - 5/11/24 from 11 pm - 3 am at KHS

AGP is the After Grad Party for seniors, usually the night of graduation.  It is a fun night with food, prizes, activities for the seniors.  Tickets are currently on-sale (will be at the tailgate).

6. Committee Reports - Samantha Codd
· Pioneer Pride School Store - Kirsten Sturdy: open during lunch from 11-1 on Tuesday through Friday.  You have to check in at the main office.  The t-shirts are here from the challenge.  All the money that is raised at the School Store comes back to the PPO.  The store will have a pop-up shop at the football games and will be at some basketball games.  They are in the process of creating an online school store.

· Staff Appreciation - Karen Ganshaw & Marie Romano: do 6-7 events for staff, 247 staff members, do a back-to-school event, will sponsor the PT Conference night.  Going to be a raffle items for the staff members.  The soup and potato luncheon will be held again.  The last one this semester is a holiday cookie platter.

· Parent Volunteer Opportunities at KHS - Samantha Codd: There are still many opportunities for parents to sign-up.  There are class level sign-ups at the class meetings.

· Kirkwood School District Foundation:
-We are proud to sponsor Unified Night Lights along with the district and awesome committee at KHS. All students are invited.  Please attend: Wed 9/20 @6pm. https://www.kirkwoodschools.org/Page/7275

-We are beginning to work on Chili Bowl and could use adult and student volunteers again this year. Scooping chili, tickets/check-in, planning committee, etc. If interested, please email: chilibowl@kirkwoodfoundation.org

-Bricks on the Pioneer Pathway make a great holiday gifts, graduation gifts, or gift to honor an academic or extracurricular achievement. https://www.kirkwoodschools.org/Page/8377

-Follow us on Facebook & Instagram @KSDFgives as we feature events and information, as well as highlight the awesome grants we are giving out to teachers, student groups, and classrooms throughout the year. www.kirkwoodfoundation.org

· More details on Named Awards and such next month!

7.  New / Unfinished Business - Anyone?
Next PPO Meeting - Thursday, November 14, 6:30-7:30 pm in the KHS Library

Question: Where can kids sign-up if they were not at the Club Fair?  
Question: When is the Friendship dance?  
