MINUTES

MERCED COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION

March 18, 2024
REGULAR BOARD MEETING
Merced County Office of Education Board Room
632 W. 13th Street, Merced, CA 95341
I. Opening
A. Board Chairperson, Fred Honoré, called the regular meeting of the Merced County Board of Education to order at 3:00 PM.  
B. Members present were Fred Honoré, Dennis Hanks, Tim Razzari, Frank Fagundes, and Geneva Brett.  
C. Others present:  Caleb Hamilton, Cecilia Casillas, Cristina Vara, Dylan McMullen, 
Holly Newlon, Janet Riley, Kathleen Ochoa, Kimberly Chastain, Kristie Williams, 
Laua Fong, Linda Wilson, Maria Duran Barajas, Maria Cuevas, Maria Martinez, Maricela Gamble, Martin Macias, Mary Whited, Natalie Roe, Nathan Quevedo, Pat Atkins, 
Rosa Barragan, Rosa Casillas, Rusty Stivers, Stacie Arancibia, Yolanda Campos-Senior Executive Assistant to the Superintendent, Steve M. Tietjen-County Superintendent
II. Flag Salute – Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag
III. Presentation 
A. Presentation of Plaques to MCOE Outstanding Classified, Certificated, and Management Employees for the Quarter ending March 2024
1. Management Employees:  Stephanie Roe, Special Education

2. Certificated Employee:  Ann Marie De Anda, Special Education
3. Classified Employee:  Naomi Mendez, Special Education
4. Classified Employee:  Armando Gutierrez, Business Services

Outstanding Employee Awards were presented to Stephanie Roe, Outstanding Management Employee, Special Education, Outstanding Certificated Employee, 
Ann Marie De Anda, Special Education, Outstanding Classified Employee, Naomie Mendez Special Education, and Outstanding Classified Employee, Armando Gutierrez, with Business Services. 
B. Retirement Resolutions

1. Resolution No. 2024-05 Honoring Sandra Howard 
2. Resolution No. 2024-06 Honoring Holly Newlon

C. Presentation of the California School Public Relations Association (CalSPRA) awards 

1. Annual Report – 2022 Merced County Schools Annual Education Report
2. Infographic – Rise to Higher Grounds Program Logo  

3. Internet/Intranet Website – MCOE Website
4. E-Newsletter (Internal) – Newsletter: Severe Weather Alert  

5. Award of Merit – Merced Children's Holiday Choir Logo  

Arturo Martinez from the office of Senator Anna Caballero presented five certificates to the MCOE Communications Department for receiving the California School Public Relations Association (CalSPRA) Award of Excellence. Nathan Quevedo and his team accepted the certificates.
IV. Consent Agenda:  Items listed under Consent Agenda are considered to be routine administrative functions and will be acted on by the Board in one motion and one vote.  Any items under the Consent Agenda may be discussed; however, if the item needs further clarification and discussion, it may be removed from the Consent Agenda at the request of the Board or the Superintendent and considered separately.  Information concerning Consent Agenda items will be provided to each Board member for study before the meeting.  It is understood that the Superintendent recommends approval of all consent items unless otherwise noted.  (Board Bylaw 9322)
A. Minutes of Regular Meeting on February 20, 2024
B. Resolution No. 2024-07 Recognizing April 1-5, 2024, as the Week of the Young Child 
Dennis Hanks moved, and Geneva Brett seconded the motion to approve the Consent Agenda as submitted. The motion was carried with a vote of 5-0. 
V. Written Communications

A.  Correspondence Received By Chairperson:  None.
B.  Correspondence Received By Board Member: None.
C.  Correspondence Received By Superintendent:  
1. School boundary line – Merced City School District to Weaver School District.
VI. Call for Public Comments on Agenda & Non-Agenda Items
The public was invited to address agenda items, submit items within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Board for future consideration, or speak to issues related to the function and operation of the County Board of Education.


Public comment made by Rusty Stivers from Merced Jr. College. Rusty lives in Hilmar and spoke on the importance of gender equity for ladies in sports. 
VII. Future Agenda Items

VIII. Superintendent’s and Board Members’ Report (Information/Discussion Only)

A. Board Member’s Report (if any) – None.
B. Superintendent’s Report 

1. Los Banos Classroom

2. Projects – Preschool Center at Wardrobe, Kitchen at Cooper, and Special Education at Hopeton School.

IX. Business Items for Action
A. Holiday Schedule for 2024-2025

 

It is recommended that the Board of Education approve the 2024-2025 Holiday Schedule. 
Geneva Brett moved and Tim Razzari seconded a motion to approve the 2024-2025 Holiday Schedule.  The motion carried with a vote of 5-0. 
B. Gateway Adult Education Consortium                                                                  

It is recommended that the Board of Education approve Mary Whited to serve as the official Merced County Office of Education representative on the Gateway Adult Education Network (GAEN) Consortium Board effective April 1, 2024. 

Dennis Hanks moved and Geneva Brett seconded a motion to approve Mary Whited to serve as the official Merced County Office of Education representative on the Gateway Adult Education Network (GAEN) Consortium Board effective April 1, 2024.  The motion carried with a vote of 5-0.
C. Sale or Disposal of Surplus Property [Resolution No. 2024-04]


It is recommended that the Board of Education adopt Resolution No. 2024-04 Authorizing the sale or disposal of surplus property as submitted (Education Code 1279)
Geneva Brett moved and Tim Razzari seconded a motion to approve Resolution 
No. 2024-04 for the Sale or Disposal of Surplus Property.  The motion carried with a vote of 5-0. 
D. 2023-2024 Second Interim Report

 
It is recommended that the Board of Education approve the Second Interim Report and the Criteria and Standards Review – Second Interim Report
Janet Riley and Rosa Casillas presented the 2023-2024 Second Interim Report for the Board review and approval.
Dennis Hanks moved and Frank Fagundes seconded a motion to approve the Second Interim Report and the Criteria and Standards – Second Interim Report.  The motion carried with a vote of 5-0
The Board will proceed into a Closed Session.
X. Closed Session pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.8 
Conference with real property negotiator, property management, and Darin Dupont Negotiator of Real Property/Land Development issues. 

XI. Closed Session Pursuant to Education Code 35146 to Hear Appeal of Denial of Interdistrict Attendance Request

4:30 PM – Appeal #2024-01

The Board of Education met in a closed session for the Interdistrict Appeal Hearing of student #2024-01.
XII. Closed Session to Deliberate Interdistrict Attendance Appeal 
The Board deliberated the Interdistrict Attendance Appeal in a closed session.

The Board will proceed into an Open Session.
XIII. Open session for Session pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.8 
The board discussed issues relating to Real Property/Land Development and provided direction to staff.

Geneva Brett moved and Dennis Hanks seconded a motion to approve Resolution No. 2024-08 Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) Easement at 2130 Cooper Avenue, Merced.  The motion carried with a vote of 5-0.
XIV. Open Session for the Disposition of Interdistrict Attendance Appeal

On the request for an appeal of denial of the interdistrict Attendance Request submitted on behalf of Student #2024-01, it was moved by Geneva Brett and seconded by Dennis Hanks to uphold the Merced Union High School District decision to deny the parents’ appeal for an interdistrict Attendance Agreement for attendance at Buhach High School for the 2023-2024 school year. The motion carried with a vote of 5-0.
Vote (by roll call)

Honoré
Yes




Hanks

Yes




Fagundes
Yes




Razzari
Yes







Brett                Yes 
XIII.

Adjournment
Geneva Brett moved, and Dennis Hanks seconded the motion to adjourn the regular meeting of the Merced County Board of Education at 5:03 PM.  The motion was carried with a vote of 5-0.
Respectfully submitted,

Steve M. Tietjen, Ed.D.

County Superintendent of Schools

Secretary to the Board of Education
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