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Nelda Nelson was the Buena Vista County Farm Bureau Office Administrator for 44 years.  She was a kind and generous person who was a strong supporter of rural Iowa, students, and education.

Buena Vista County Farm Bureau is a grassroots farm organization dedicated to the people, progress and pride of Iowa.  BV County Farm Bureau advocates for farm families on issues and topics that impact agriculture.  Farm Bureau supports policies that will create a diverse, domestic energy supply to fuel America’s economic growth and prosperity.

· Give the scholarship application your highest attention.
· Submitting early does not give you an advantage.  Do not rush too quickly to submit your application.  Start the application early and write a draft of your responses to the questions but hold off on the final submission until you have reviewed and added additional thoughts.  Each time you read what you wrote, you will make important improvements.  The person you will be in January is not the same person you are in November.  Take advantage of continuing to learn new skills and expand your experiences when you prepare your final essay and answers to the questions and submit your application closer to the deadline.
· Do not miss the deadline for applying for the scholarship.  Your application must be received at the Buena Vista County Farm Bureau office (address on application) by January 31, 2024.  Late applications will not be accepted.  If you are mailing your application, allow ample time for the United States Post Office to deliver your application or deliver your application to the BV County Farm Bureau office in person.
· You are asking Buena Vista County Farm Bureau to invest in you and your further education.  Since the Nelda Nelson Memorial Scholarship is presented under Nelda Nelson’s name and sponsored by Buena Vista County Farm Bureau, you should understand what Nelda Nelson supported and the mission of Farm Bureau.  You need to present how your personal plans and goals align with the goals and values of Nelda Nelson and Farm Bureau.
· The Nelda Nelson Memorial Scholarship application gives you space for multiple open-ended questions to tell your story of your leadership skills, community involvement, job experience and goals for post high school education and your career.  Use all the space provided to ensure you tell your complete and compelling story.  No one else can tell your story about your plans, hopes and aspirations except you.  The judges cannot read your mind nor fill in the holes.  Take advantage of this opportunity to share who you are and what you want to accomplish.
· Proofread your document multiple times.  Ensure you are using full sentences.  Grammatical, spelling and punctuation errors can distract the judges from seeing you in the best light.  It is important that what you write on the application shows the judging panel the best of you. 
· Do not use slang terminology in your application.
· Avoid using contractions in your application.  The use of contractions is inappropriate in formal writing.  Replace them with the two-word version of the contraction.
· The Nelda Nelson Memorial Scholarship applications will be reviewed by a judging committee of representatives of the Buena Vista County Farm Bureau Board of Directors.  Based on how many applications are received, the Scholarship Award may be selected only on the application information, so it is important that you present yourself in the best possible way by completely answering every question on the application. 
