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Achievement in Academics


· Dreher has six of the District’s twelve 2013 National Merit Semifinalists.  Congratulations to seniors Winston Arney, James Bilderback, Veronica Brown, Allen Burnside, John Stone and Alessandra Tuel. 

· Eloisa Baez Jones has been awarded a National Achievement Scholarship.

· Dreher has three National Merit Commended Scholars:  Polina Aleshina, Madeleine Giess and Sarah Steedman.

· In the Fall Forum Latin competition, winners in the intermediate certamen were Zhuri Solan, Levi Walker, and Gabrielle Fulton.  Winners of advanced certamen were John Andrews, Isabel Gwara, Samantha Cely and Tori McQuinn.  The certamen competitions are Jeopardy-style testing knowledge of Roman history and Latin comprehension and grammar.

· Both of Dreher's certamen teams finished first in their divisions at the Spring Latin Forum.  Gratulationes to Zhuri Solan, Joseph Duffield, Levi Walker, Cari Tuel, Samantha Cely, Lana Thames, Isabel Gwara, and John Andrews. 

· For two summers junior Jaleel Jefferson has worked in the Anatomy lab of the Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine.  According to his major professor, in the summer of 2011 Jaleel studied "the ability of titanium surfaces tethered with antibiotics to resist bacterial colonization."  This past summer, Jaleel "tested the hypothesis that maturation of osteoblasts impacts the ability of several apoptogens to induce apoptosis."  The data generated by Jaleel will be incorporated into a manuscript and he will be included as an author.  

· Alessandra Tuel was invited to apply to the prestigious US Presidential Scholar recognition program on the strength of her perfect score on the math portion of the SAT.

· Polina Aleshina has been awarded one of the inaugural Harry and Reba Huge Scholarships at the College of Charleston for her extraordinary academic achievement, leadership and community service.

· Jake Kassel was accepted into USC College of Engineering and Computer Science.  He was awarded the Dean's Scholarship and has been named a Capstone Scholar.

·  Madeleine Giess was named a USC Carolina Scholar and a Palmetto Fellow.  

· Robyn Arvay has been accepted into the Darla Moore School of Business at the University of South Carolina.  USC has named her a Capstone Scholar and offered her the Valedictorian's Scholarship worth $12,000.

· John Victor Alencar has been offered the Benjamin N. Duke Scholarship to Duke University.  

· Eloisa Baez Jones has been awarded the Presidential Scholarship by Boston University.  This prestigious scholarship is offered to the top 5% of BU applicants who excel academically and are leaders in the community

· The Department of Education has awarded Dreher two “Cum Laude” Achievements for excellence in performance on the 2011-2012 SAT and ACT.  

· The SC Department of Education announced that Dreher has been awarded a 2012-2013 Palmetto Gold Award for General Performance. 


· Forty-six seniors in Dreher's Class of 2013 were named High School Scholars and/or Academic All Stars:

 John Victor Alencar, Polina Aleshina, Timothy Robb Alford, Joseph Winston Arney, Robyn Arvay, Eloisa Baez Jones, Timothy Baier, James Bilderback, Christopher Bloch, Aline Bradley, Veronica Brown, Allen Burnside, Benjamin Cagle, Reid Carter, Samantha Cely, Leslie Michelle Crow, Niani Feelings, Linda Friendly, Madeleine Giess, Dunia Gonzales, Destiny Green, Keithia James, Shanavia James, Thomas Jacob Kassel, Andrew Kimble, Jenna Koutroulakis, Taylor Leaphart, Nicholas Murray, Haley Nelson, Thomas O’Neill, Nicolaus Putnam, Loryanne Rosario, Moryanne Rosario, Laurence Rushe, Jacob Skeppstrom, Kathy Slice, Baylee Soles, Kelsey Soles, Sarah Steedman, John Stone, Shannon Stowers, Madeline Thames, Alessandra Tuel, Maria Valerio, Justin Wessinger. Rachel Smith is an Academic All Star.


· Academic Decathlon Team represented South Carolina at the national competition in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  Team members are Polina Aleshina, Winston Arney, Samantha Cely, James Bilderback, Jake Kassel, Eloisa Baez-Jones, Madeleine Giess, Eddie Alford, Matthew Cauthen-Washington and Anna Weatherwax.  Academic Team coaches are math teachers Christina Murphy and Linda Williams


· Two teams of Sherry Shipes's senior economics students bested the competition in the 2013 South Carolina Economics Challenge held at USC's Darla Moore School of Business. The "Piggy Bankers" - consisting of Niani Feelings, Linda Friendly, Mary Keretses and Maria Valerio - placed second behind the winning team, "Money Trees," made up of Polina Aleshina, Allen Burnside, Jake Skeppstrom, and Sarah Steedman.  

· Junior Makyla Roberts and her English teacher, Desmond Hamilton won the SC Dialogue Foundation's Essay Contest.  They will be traveling to Turkey this summer.

· Junior Isabel Gwara’s poem, "Saved," was awarded honorable mention in the 2013 competition for the Skylark Prize, given by the Poetry Society of South Carolina.  Over 100 entries were judged.  She will be recognized at the May 10 meeting of the Poetry Society in Charleston. 

· Dreher was named on Newsweek's List of America's Best High Schools.  The list is based on six components: graduation rate, college acceptance rate, AP/IB/AICE tests taken per student, average SAT/ACT scores, average AP/IB/AICE scores, and percent of students enrolled in at least one AP/IB/AICE course. 


· Keyanna Mikell was awarded the CERRA Teaching Fellowship.  CERRA is the South Carolina Center for Educator Recruitment, Retention and Advancement.  Teaching Fellows receive up to $6000 a year for four years.






Achievement in the Arts

· Five students were chosen for Region Orchestra Festival in the senior division:  Maddy Foley, Brianna Harris and Isabel Gwara.  In the junior division were Samantha McClain and Eli Summers.   Selected as alternates were Jarvernique Tinsley and Monique Sparkman.  

· Several Art students were recognized for their entries in the SC State Fair Art Contest.   In 2-D, Sara Steedman placed first and Madison Cotterill placed third.  Michelle Crow placed third in photography.  Loryanne Rosario was first honorable mention and Ashley Stone was third honorable mention.

· Dreher photographers did exceptionally well in the District’s 2012 Visual Literacy Competition.  Junior Lukas Scharffenberg placed second in black and white and first in color photography.  Additionally, he was awarded the Grand Prize and a $300 award for Creative Excellence!  Other students who placed in black and white photography were senior Daniela Puentes Jaimes (third) and sophomore Niki Croom (honorable mention).  Senior Micahla Thomas was third place in color photography.  

· Dreher faculty also took home many awards from the Visual Literacy competition.  In color photography, Pete Guyton placed first, Kevin Watts came in second, and Laurie McKee was third.  In black and white photography, Pete Guyton was first and Mike DuBard, second.  Laurie McKee placed first in photo essay.  

· Senior Niani Feelings was named a 2013 YoungArts Honorable Mention Award winner in Dance/Choreography.  She placed among the top 4% of applicants.  As part of her recognition, she will receive a check and an award certificate. 

· Twenty-nine Dreher students were selected to the RCSD1 Honor Band or Honor Jazz Band.  

Selected for flute were Katelyn Pearson (5th chair), Jessica Lee (7th chair), Samantha Cely (11th chair), and Julia Watson (12th chair).  Clarinetists are Ben Cagle (3rd chair), Savannah Cruel (6th chair), and George Sophocleous (12th chair).  

Selected for alto sax are Ellery Ballou (1st chair), Jordan Burnette (2nd chair), Wanda Felsenhardt (3rd chair), Jarvernique Tinsley (5th chair) and Zachary Sanders (6th chair).  Ross Branch was named 2nd chair, tenor sax.  

Trumpeters are Danny Rhu (1st chair), Emily Cross (2nd chair), Nicolas Bulzoni (8th chair), and Noah Leach (11th chair).  Sara Kosnosky is 2nd chair, French Horn and Brandi Norris is 3rd chair, French Horn.  Henry Hardin and KeAndra Anderson are 2nd chair, Trombone.  David Richardson is 2nd chair, Euphonium and Seth Kays is 3rd chair, Euphonium T.C.  Zachary Rue is 1st chair, Tuba and James Masek is 3rd chair, Tuba.		

For Snare and Mallets, Davis Nickles is 2nd chair, Max Craighead is 4th chair, Lucas Tappa is 6th chair and Thelonious Kahler is 7th chair.  Levi Walker is 1st chair, Timpani.

For Honors Jazz Band, Willie Newman is 1st chair, Alto Sax, Zachary Sanders is 3rd chair, Alto Sax, Ross Branch is 2nd chair, Tenor Sax, Danny Rhu is 1st chair, Trumpet, Noah Leach  is 6th chair, Trumpet, KeAndra Anderson is 3rd chair, Trombone and Ellery Ballou is 1st chair, drums.	

· Orchestra teacher Ashley Gresko is proud of her students who were named to the All-State Orchestra.  Congratulations to junior Isabel Gwara, sophomores Madeline Foley and Brianna Harris, and freshman Eli Summers. 

· Ellery Ballou (alto sax) and Danny Rhu (trumpet) were named to All-State Band at Furman on March 8-10.  They were the only students in the district to be so honored.

· Because of his placement as third chair in trumpet (band), Danny Rhu will also perform with the All-State Orchestra at Airport High School.   In addition, Danny is seventh chair in the All-State Jazz band at Newberry College.

· Wanda Felsenhardt (alto sax), Jarvernique Tinsley (tenor sax) and Emily Cross (trumpet) were selected as alternates in the Region Band at National Ford High School.

· The following Dreher students participated in the High School Honor Chorus : Denzell McCloud-Brown, Cameron Wesley, Ebony Robinson, Kelcie Taylor, Robin Austin, Shekinah Frieson, Milton Frederick, Kathy Slice, Shanice Keitt, Hannah Barker, Nyheme Sumpter, Rachel Somerville,  Kimya Jackson, CariYana Richardson, Teoma McKenzie, Nkeka Wells, Khadijah Williams, Ian Boyce, Madison Vermeulen, Danielle Pierce, Alexis Craft, Destiny Bess, Jada Bookman, Mikala Brunson, Tahyaha Wilson, Kaylyn Gantt and Kaila Higgins.

· Twenty-one musicians represented Dreher at the District Honor Orchestra Festival on Friday and Saturday, March 8-9. 

· Members of the Dreher Wind Ensemble performed at the Richland One Concert Band Festival at Hand Middle School.

· Sophomore Robin Austin won best pop/rock performance in "Are You the Best Singer in the District?"  


· Percussionists Zachary Jackson, Braylyn Salmond, Shayla Jones, Levi Walker, Gabby Stahnke and Lucas Tappa played for 7000 elementary school students in four performances at the Koger Center with the South Carolina Philharmonic's "Link Up" Series.

· Dreher's play, !Artistic Inspiration, was judged “Excellent” at the Palmetto Dramatics Association’s One Act Play Festival.   Adam Rainwater was honorable mention in acting and Zelig Williams performed the best stunt.  Dreher actors also did well in the SC ITS Individual Events.  Taylor Bass won the SC Thespian Scholarship.  Jennifer Asouzu was the SC Showcase Performer.

“Superior” ratings were awarded in Duet Musical performances by Ali Bradley and Patrick Fretwell for Legally Blonde, and to Zelig Williams and Patrick Fretwell for Big River.  Anna Jamieson Beck, Taylor Bass and Vera Savory received "Superior" ratings in solo acting.  "Excellent" ratings in Solo Musical performance were given to Niani Feelings (Ragtime), Ali Bradley (New Philosophy) and Anna Weatherwax (Ireland).  Robyn Arvay and Jennifer Asouzu received "Excellent" ratings in solo acting.  





Athletic Achievements
· The boys’ swim team placed eighth in the State Swimming Championships.  Nathan Hahn finished tenth in the 100 breast stroke.  Three relay teams finished in the top ten:  200-Medley Relay, seventh; 200-Free Relay, ninth; 400-Free Relay, ninth.  

· Named to the State newspaper’s All-Area Swim Team are  Mikey Norris, who finished 18th in the state in the 200 freestyle; Nathan Hahn, who finished 12th in the state in the 500 freestyle, Zachary Rue, who placed 13th in the state in the 100 backstroke, and the boys’ 200 medley relay which placed 7th in the state.

· Boys’ cross country team won the district championship and the girls came in second.  Senior Nick Putnam and sophomore Savannah Bass were named District “Runners of the Year.”  Selected to the All-District team are Savannah Bass, Charlotte Prass, James Bilderback, William Cate, Tyler Leonard, Nick Putnam and Nathan Winn.

· Named to the State newspaper’s All-Area Cross Country team are Savannah Bass, who placed 14th in state with a time of 19:42.51; Nicolaus Putnam, who placed seventh in state with a time of 16:05.07; and Nathan Winn, who finished 84th in state with a time of 18:14.69.

· Nick Putnam and Savannah Bass were selected to the All-State Cross Country team.  In addition, Nick was named an elite senior runner and asked to help carry the game ball from Columbia to the Shrine Bowl game on December 16.

· Hakim Frazier was named to the North/South All-Star Football team.

· Keito Jordan was named to the State newspaper’s All-Area Football team on the defensive line.  He made 48 tackles, twelve for losses, ten sacks, and two fumble recoveries.

· Coach Danny Brooks has been named "2012 South Carolina High School Coach of the Year" in Boys Track and Field.  This designation is made by the National Federation of State High School Associations.  Congratulations, Coach Brooks.  The Dreher Boys Track and Field team were State Champions in 2012. 

· Kwashon Drayton signed a letter of intent to play football for Methodist University.

· Senior Chris Bloch is 2013 State Champion Wrestler in the 152 lb. weight class. Chris will continue wrestling at the US Air Force Academy, where he has an appointment.

· Nicolaus Putnam signed to run track for the College of Charleston.  Shekinah Frieson signed to run for Claflin College. 
· Chris Bloch and Kenyante Bush (wrestling) and Kaydra Duckett (girls basketball) have been invited as honored guests to the Winter Sports Banquet of the High School Sports Report. 

· Ten students competed and placed in the Special Olympics.  In the 50M Walk: Kerione Williams (1st place), Au’Jyne Bivens (1st place), Jabari Cannon (2nd place).   In the 50M Run: Kerione Williams (1st place), Joshua Jacobs and Jabari Cannon (2nd place).  In the 100 M Run: Deotis Nelson (1st place), DeyQuan Andrews (2nd place), Shayla Sinkler (3rd place).  In the 25M Wheelchair Run: Margaret Cantey (3rd place), Brittney Hall (4th place).  In the Tennis Ball Throw: Caroline Suber (1st place), Kerione Williams and Brittney Hall (2nd place), Margaret Cantey (3rd place).  In the Softball Throw:  Deotis Nelson, Shayla Sinkler and DeyQuan Andrews (1st place),  Au’Jyne Bivens and Joshua Jacobs (2nd place).

· Junior Bradford Lemmons is State 3A Champion in the 200 and 400 meters.  He finished second in the 100 meters.  Others scoring for Dreher were John Myers, 2nd in Long Jump;  Maria Johnson, 2nd in 100m; 2nd in 200m;  Shay Frieson, 2nd in 400m; Jazmine Manning, 8th in Long Jump;  Shay Frieson, Maria Johnson, Shanice Keitt and Jazmine Manning, 3rd in 4x100 Relay;  Shay Frieson, Savannah Bass, Shanice Keitt and Jazmine Manning, 2nd in 4x400 Relay; Savannah Bass, Charlotte Prass, Sarah Hudgins and Kalie Mathis, 8th in 4x800 Relay.

· Freshman Kasey Parker was selected Region 4 3A Player of the Year in Girls' Soccer and named to the 3A All State Soccer Team.  Kasey netted 38 goals this season.  Named to the Region 4 3A All Region Team are Kirsten Ellenger, Kathleen Gant and Ashley Stone.

· Senior Ben Gause has been named to the All-State Boys' Soccer Team and he is Region Player of the Year.   Laurence Rushe, Thomas O'Neill and Avery Armstrong were named All Region in Boys Soccer.

· Senior Kathy Slice signed to play softball at Columbia College.  




· 

Outstanding Activities
· The following young ladies were elected to the 2012 Homecoming Court:  Tara Asmer, Jalisa Douglas, Shekinah Frieson, Jernice Jones, Shanice Keitt, Sharon Logan, Emily Outen, Liz Platanis, Jazmine Robinson, Tia Spigner, Maria Valerio and Kenya White.  

· Dreher chapter FLBA held its annual Installation ceremony on November 20, 2012.  Gwendolyn Fludd is FLBA Chapter Adviser.  Officers are Brittany Cannon, President; Kalene Parker, Vice President; Kimberly Washington, Secretary; Victoria Bailey, Treasurer; Peri DeVeaux, Historian; Destiny Green, Parliamentarian; Steven Fulton, Reporter.  Webmaster for the chapter is James Montes.  He is also "Mr. FLB."  Brittany Cannon is "Miss FBL." 

· FBLA members who qualified for State Competition are James Montes, 1st place Computer Problem Solving; Zainab Sillah and Tashyana McDonald, 1st place, Global Business;  Micahla Thomas, 3rd place, Hospitality Management; Steven Fulton, 4th place, Hospitality Management; and Danielle Pierce, 5th place, Sports Management.

· James Montes placed first in Computer Problem Solving at the FBLA State Leadership Conference.  Micahla Thomas placed fourth in Hospitality Management.  James and Micahla will compete at the National Conference in California in June.  Tashyana McDonald and Zainab Sillah placed sixth in Global Business.  Danielle Pierce competed in Sports Management.

· The following cadets earned the Exemplary Appearance award during the Inspection portion of the Pass-In-Review:  Earl Brown-Edmonds, Courtney Green, Tevin Young, Calvin Pough, Makayla Keitt, Jacob McCracken, Amber Gant, Ian Boyce, Jacob Goodson, Ana-Lisa Patterson, Monica Heatley,  and Avis McNeal.  The award is given to the top 10% of the best dressed cadets the morning of the inspection.

· Dreher freshmen Anna Capers Bledsoe, Kendall DeBerry, Anne Tyler Edgar and Lejla Isanovic participated in the 25th annual High School Model Legislature and Court Conference sponsored by South Carolina YMCA Youth in Government on November 14-17, 2012.  

· On behalf of the Dreher family, Mrs. Stiglbauer received a plaque from the City of Columbia in honor of our donation of food to Harvest Hope Food Bank.  Dreher donated second most food in the district.

· Sixty-five students, staff and friends represented Dreher on the annual MS Walk.  The Dreher MS Walk Team raised $3200.

· Jeanette Arvay-Beck, Dreher’s Theatre Arts teacher, was named RCSD1’s  Teacher of the Year.
· Junior Kaila Williams was elected as District 4 Chairperson of the SC Association of Student Councils. Dreher Student Council earned the Gold Honor Council Award.  Senior Steven Fulton was honored for his service as District 4 Vice-Chair. Advisor Mona Elleithee was recognized for five years of service. 

· Dreher's NJROTC Blue Devil Company was awarded the Navy JROTC’s second highest award, “Unit Achievement," for the 2012-2013 school year by Commander Jones, the Area Manager for Area Six.
