Dreher's Bragging Rights for 2015-2016
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Achievement in Academics





· Dreher received the Palmetto Gold Medal, the state’s highest recognition of academic excellence. 

· Six seniors have been named 2015-2016 National Merit Finalists:  Emily Cross, Ethan Gibson, Mallory Johnson, Kelly Sharp, Emily Shimizu and Emily Tuten.

· Five seniors have been named 2015-2016 National Commended Scholars:  Max Craighead, Madison Hrin, Samantha McClain, Hadley McCollester and Carina Tuel.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Seniors Emily Cross and Emily Shimizu each scored a perfect 800 on the Math portion of the SAT.  David Munn Carstensen and Samantha McClain scored a perfect 800 on SAT’s Critical Reading portion.  Mallory Johnson had perfect scores on both Math and Critical Reading sections.  Emily Cross and Mallory Johnson scored a perfect 36 on the English portion of the ACT.  David Munn Carstensen, Ethan Gibson, Emily Shimizu and scored a perfect 36 on the Reading portion of the ACT.  Samantha McClain achieved a perfect 800 on the Math Level 1 SAT Subject Test.

· Photos of seniors who have “taken one step toward a Life Scholarship” are being added to our “SAT/ACT Wall” in the main lobby.  One requirement for a Life Scholarship is a score of 1100 or higher on the SAT (critical reading + math) or 24 or higher on the ACT (composite).  Students achieving the necessary SAT or ACT scores are:  Avery Armstrong, Zachary Aull, Sarah Brady, Nicolas Bulzoni, Savannah Busto, William Cate, Sarah Cogburn, Dylan Connell, Christopher Cooke, Sierra Cooke, Clayton Cotner, Max Craighead, Emily Cross, Lauren Davis, Kendall DeBerry, Olivia Decho, Leon Ford, Eric Friendly, Cole Gaston, Ethan Gibson, Chloe Hamilton, Cole Harding, Ann Hicks, Kaleah Hires, Madison Hrin, Lejla Isavovic, Matthew Jaikaran, Mallory Johnson, Theonious Kahler, Garrett Kendrick, Selena Martin, Charlotte McAdams, Samantha McClain, Hadley McCollester, Darian McKnight, Karson McLeod, Alison Moore, David Munn Carstensen, Sean O’Neill, Kyra Ostrovsky, David Parr, Evan Phillips, Lucy Quirk, Christopher Raiford, Anna Rayfield, Alexis Robinson, Kelly Sharpe, Emily Shimizu, Renee’ Smith, Monique Sparkman, Christopher Stallings, Jacob Steinhilper, Kyanna Stevens, Ashley Stone, Christopher Sykes, Lucas Tappa, Matthew Tindall, Carina Tuel, Emily Tuten, Eric VonHollen, Elizabeth Wrenn.

· Seniors who were inducted into the National Honor Society last year are:  Kayla Allen, Avery Armstrong, Ashley Bishop,  Anna Capers Bledsoe, Sarah Brady, Savannah Busto, William Cate, Dylan Connell, Christopher Cooke, Clayton Cotner, Max Craighead, Emily Cross, Lauren Davis, Kendall DeBerry, Olivia Decho, Anne Tyler Edgar, Alexandra Evatt, Nucreatia Gamble, Cole Gaston, Ethan Gibson, Ayanna Greene, Karena Griffin, Kelsie Griffin, Chloe Hamilton, Evangelos Hanner, Alyssa Hartwell, Ann Marie Hicks, Madison Hrin, Hannah Hunter, Lejla Isanovic, Mallory Johnson, Thelonious Kahler, Nahndi Kirk-Bradley, Selena Martin, Charlotte McAdams, Samantha McClain, Hadley McCollester, Darian McKnight, Alison Moore, Steven Mouratev, David Munn Carstensen,Thanh Nguyen, Griffin O'Hara, Sean O’Neill, Kelsy Oros Juarez, Kyra Ostrovsky, Shestruma Parajuli, Kasey Parker, David Parr, Calvin Pough, Lucy Quirk, Jeffrey Ramirez, Anna Rayfield, Taylor Rease, Eliana Robinson, Ayana Scriven, Kelly Sharpe, Emily Ann Shimizu, Lamar Sims, Renee’ Smith, Monique Sparkman, Xavierunna Stapleton, Ashley Stone, Lucas Tappa, Matthew Tindall, Jarvernique Tinsley, Carina Tuel, Noah Turnley, Emily Tuten, Eric Von Hollen, William Walker and Elizabeth Wrenn.

· Last year’s juniors took the first-ever state-wide WorkKeys test and 88.7% of them were awarded the ACT National Work Readiness Certificate, bettering both the State and District averages.  

· Dreher students passed 74.3% of the AP exams they took in May 2015.  Two hundred thirty-two students took 472 AP exams.  

· Mean composite SAT scores (critical reading + math + writing) rose 27 points for Dreher seniors graduating in 2015. 

· Dreher will be among a select number of high schools nationwide to offer the AP Capstone Program beginning with the 2016-2017 school year.  Students successfully completing four AP courses plus the new AP Seminar and AP Research courses will be awarded an AP Capstone Diploma.

· In three out of four End of Course tests, Dreher students scored higher than state means: Algebra l (Dreher 84.5%; State 82.6%), Biology l (Dreher 81.6%; State 82.3%), English l (Dreher 83.3%; State 79.4%), and American History and Constitution (Dreher 77.2%; State 76.1%).

· The essays of Morgan Blankenbecklor, Jaynae Jefferson and Mya’ Johnson-Jones placed the three English III Honors students of Lindsey Hiller in the USC Honors College Writing Competition.  

· At the College of Charleston Math Meet, the team of Vinez Lyde, Emily Shimizu and Rachel Weissman placed third in the Math Brainstorming event.  Jack Reynolds placed in the JV Timed Sprint in Geometry.	Emily Shimizu placed in the Word Puzzle Varsity Timed Sprint.  In the Written Team Test-Level I the team of Amy Yao, Leah Vazonyi, Leon Wang, and Michael Shimizu received honorable mention. 




· 

Achievement in the Arts

· Art teacher Jennifer Gorlewski was awarded $1000 to prepare her students to submit works to be exhibited in "A Natural Wonder: Exploring Georgia O'Keefe's Columbia College Story" at Columbia College.  Seventeen AP Art and Art II students were selected for the exhibit:  Hannah Williams, Olivia Harvey, Renee Smith, Odalys Trejo, Linda Trinh, Grace Barrineau, Jacob Herring, Reagan Burgess, Julia Rayfield, Hadley McCollester, Molly Barke, Madi Hrin, Shaquella Gantt, Cheyenne Levine, Sierra Flynn, Alyysha Davis and Clavin Coombs.

· Art teacher Laurie McKee and junior Gracie Barrineau exhibited at Envisioning O’Keeffe at Columbia College’s Goodall Gallery.

· Art teachers Jennifer Gorlewski (for supplies for a ceramics curriculum) and Laurie McKee (for cameras for photography classes) won $1000 grants from Colonial Life. 

· Senior Ashley Stone placed second in the 2015 State Fair 2-D High School Art Competition.  Receiving Merit Awards were junior Odalys Trejo and seniors Hannah Khushf and Renee’ Smith.

· Khristian Dentley of the Grammy Award-winning group Take 6 conducted a master class of musicians and artists at Dreher. 

· Placing in the District Visual Literacy Festival for Photography were Art teacher Laurie McKee (first place) and Athletic Director and science teacher Mike DuBard (second place).  Students winning prizes in Black and White Digital Photography were Odalys Trejo (first place and Award for Creative Excellence, plus $300), McKenzie Phatsavong (second place), Ala Ulilish (third place) and Sarah Brady (honorable mention).  In the category of Color Digial Photography, winners were Sarah Swan Kloos (first place and “Best in Show”), Naomi Matthusen (honorable mention) and Madison Hrin (honorable mention).

· Thirty of the seventy-five students earning places in the District Honor Choir are from Dreher.

· Dreher chorus performed at the Annual Governor’s Carolighting Ceremony at the State House.

· Forty-three band members were selected for the District Honor Band Clinic and Concert.  Forty were available to participate:  Ben Eidson, Carson Spencer, Christopher Smith, Daedrea Frierson, Destani Hough, Emily Cross, Everett Aguirre, Gabriel Gonzalez, Gregory Bailey, Gregory Ryan, Isaiah Gonzalez, Jackson Dickert, James Lesesne, Jarvernique Tinsley, Jessica Lee, Jillian Dandridge, Jordan Burnette, Jordan Williams, Joshua Brady, Jujuan Jones, Kayla Boniface, Kayla Clark, Kennedie Fee, Kevin Belton, Lawton Dupont, Lucas Andrews, Lucas Tappa, Luke Lumpkin, Luke Smoak, Max Craighead, McKenzie Johnson, Moneta Delaney Dunn, Nicolas Bulzoni, Noah Benitez-Nelson, Porter Burkett, Roland Herbkersman, Shayla Jones, Sterling Harris, Timothy O'Neal and Timothy Smith.

· Earning seats in the 2016 SC All-State Concert Band were Ben Eidson (Alto Sax), Luke Smoak (Trumpet) and Noah Benitez-Nelson (Oboe). Two students earned seat in the 2016 SC All-State Jazz Band: Ben Eidson (Alto Sax) and Shayla Jones (Drum Set and Auxiliary Percussion).
· Eight students were named to the Region Clinic Band: Kennedie Fee (Flute), Noah Benitez-Nelson (Oboe, 1st chair), Delaney Dunn (Clarinet), Everett Aguirre (Clarinet), Josh Brady (Trumpet, 1st chair), Timothy O’Neal (Trumpet), Timothy Smith (French Horn) and Sterling Harris (Trombone, 1st chair).
· Seven students earned seats in the Region Senior Band: Christopher Smith (Bass Clarinet), Jarvernique Tinsley (Tenor Sax, 1st chair), Gabriel Gonzalez (Trumpet), Emily Cross (Trumpet), Max Craighead (Percussion), Lucas Tappa (Percussion) and Shayla Jones (Percussion).
· Senior Kyra Ostrovsky won “Best in Show” at the District Literacy Festival for Puppetry.  A team of four Spanish III Honors students won second place for their hand puppets, “Los Tres Cerditos” (“The Three Little Pigs”): Gabriel Buenrrostro, Elizabeth Maxwell,  Riya Makharia and Zuzanna Chruszcz.
· Twelve AP Art students of Jennifer Gorlewski contributed their work to the Artists for Africa fundraiser.
· Seven-time Grammy award winning artist Al Jarreau conducted a Master Class at Dreher. 
· At SCITS/PDA Dreher's one act play, "Do Not Go Gentle," directed by Kayla Daise, received an Honorable Mention and Isaiah Stewart received an award for Excellence in Acting for his participation in "Do Not Go Gentle." Sally Thames received an overall rating of Superior in the Monologue category and qualified for the national competition this summer. Zoe Murrie's film, "The Box," received an overall rating of Excellent and was featured in the Individual Event showcase.  Gus Burgess and Warren Hastie received an overall rating of Excellent in the Duet Acting category.  Claire McConnell and Josh Taylor each received an overall rating of Excellent in the Solo Musical Theatre category.  Brice Hall and Gus Burgess each received an overall rating of Excellent in the Monologue category.
· Twenty orchestra students were named to the District Honors Orchestra: Jarvernique Tinsley, Sophia Bulzoni, Gabriel Gonzalez, Ayana Scriven, Olivia Harvey, Samantha McClain, Kayla Clark, La’Shala Lewis, Mya Bligen, Deandre Davis, Nevaeh Keitt, Eliana Robinson, McKaylin Rawls, Demaine Cunningham, Zuzanna Chruszcz, DeAzia Cunningham, Monique Sparkman, Gabrielle Smyrl, Kwesi Jackson, Kelsi Hallman.
· The band received a rating of Superior at the State Festival of the SC Band Directors Association.  The Jazz band received a rating of Excellent. 
· The junior and senior orchestra students were rated Superior at the SC Music Educators Association Concert Festival.  The freshman and sophomore orchestra students were rated Excellent. 
· Both the concert choir and the chamber choir were rated Superior at the SC Music Educators Association State Choral Festival.
· Choral director and music teacher Walter Graham was honored in The State newspaper's annual supplement, "Twenty under Forty," featuring young professionals "helping to build the Midlands."  
· Emily Shimizu won the Gordon and Regan McAndrew prize at the District’s annual Visual Arts Exhibit for her piece entitled Warm and Cool Larvae.
 


· 



Athletic Achievements

· Seniors Kasey Parker and Thelonious Kahler were Dreher’s representatives at the Richland Sertoma Club’s annual Sportsarama. 

· The 2015 State Champion Girls’ soccer team earned recognition from the National Soccer Coaches Association of America with the NSCAA Team Academic Award for exemplary performance in the classroom.  

· The girls’ swim team placed tenth in the State AAA Championships.  Hayley Mason was fourth in the 500-freestyle and fifth in the 200-freestyle. Junior Vinez Lyde was fifth in the 50-free and seventh in the 100-free.  The 200-freestyle relay team of Vinez Lyde, Eleanor Wachtel, sophomore Eliza Cate and Hayley Mason finished fourth.  The same relay team placed ninth in the 400-free relay.  Among the boys, David Munn Carstensen placed eighth in the 100-breaststroke.

· Kathleen Allden and Theo Kahler achieved All-State recognition in Cross Country.

· Girls’ soccer and tennis coach David Kleinfelder was named 2015 Coach of the Year in South Carolina by the National Federation of State High School Associations. 

· On national athletic signing day, Avery Armstrong and Noah Turnley signed to play football at Furman University.  Eric Von Hollen will play football at Maryville (TN) College.  Kasey Parker signed with the girls’ soccer team at University of North Carolina.

· Signing in the spring were Matthew Tindall, to play football at Presbyterian; Theo Kahler to run track and cross country at Winthrop; Makayla Keitt to run track at North Greenville; and Evan Phillips to play soccer at Spartanburg Methodist.

· Coach David Kleinfelder will be inducted into the South Carolina Soccer Coaches Association Hall of Fame.  He also received the State of SC 2015 Coach of the Year Award from the National Federation of State High School Associations.

· Coach David Kleinfelder, varsity girls’ soccer and tennis coach, has been named the 2015 Soccer Coach of the Year by the National Federation of State High School Coaches Association (NFHS).  As head coach of the Dreher girls’ soccer team, Coach Kleinfelder led the Lady Blue Devils to a 2015 Class 3A state championship title and 13 region titles. Coach Kleinfelder also was Dreher’s 2014-2015 Classified Employee of the Year, the South Carolina High School League’s 2015 Coach of the Year and Richland One’s 2015 Coach of the Year. 

· The girls’ basketball team won the SC State AAA Championship.  Senior Jhileiya Dunlap was named the 2016 SC Gatorade Player of the Year.

· Kasey Parker was named a “WLTX Player of the Week.” 

· For the second consecutive year, Kasey Parker was named SC Gatorade Player of the Year. 

· Six students of Rebecca Smith-Hill, along with a guest competitor from Sandra Savage’s class, competed in the Special Olympics.

· Jacory Patterson scored in four events at the State Track Championships: second in the 400; second in the long jump; fourth in the 200 and fifth in the triple jump.  Kathleen Allden placed second in the 1600 and third in the 800.  Theo Kahler was second in the 3200 and fourth in the 1600.  Makayla Keitt placed fifth in the 400.  Two girls’ relay teams (4x400 and 4x800) finished fourth and the boys placed fifth in the 4x800.

· Evan Hanner was named to the All-State tennis team.









Outstanding Activities

· Student Council sponsored a Blood Drive to benefit the Red Cross.

· Scores of students, faculty, staff and community members donated their time, talent and money during three days of Emergency Flood Assistance at Dreher, providing clothes, cleaning supplies, personal items, food and water to those in need.

· NJROTC collected four awards for their first ever participation in the Low Country Drill Competition:  Second Place - Armed Fancy Individual; Third Place – Color Guard, Exhibition Squad and Armed Squad.

· At the Annual Inspection, Dreher NJROTC  was evaluated in five areas and received the following grades, with 4 being the best:  Cadet appearance-3; Basic Drill- 4; Color Guard- 4; Pass-In-Review-4; Cade brief /Overall grade-4.
 
· This year Dreher’s NJROTC unit earned the Navy’s second highest award: Unit Achievement.

· Senior CJ Fripp who placed first in Individual Knock-out at the annual District JROTC Drill Meet. Junior Nautica Byrd led the Basic Squad Armed to a first place finish. She also placed third in Individual Exhibition. Also placing at the competition were Abree Jones (2nd in Squad Exhibition and 3rd in Basic Individual), Bethany Herrera (2nd in Individual Knock-out and leader of Freshman Squad in 3rd), Calvin Pough and Kenise Harrington (2nd in Duo exhibition), Kenise Harrington (2nd in Basic Platoon Unarmed), and Calvin Pough (3rd in Basic Platoon Armed).

· Key Club, National Honor Society and Student Council collaborated to support a successful food drive for Harvest Hope.   Dreher contributed the equivalent of 4765 meals. 

· Sophomore Justin Blunt received a $250 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Dream Keeper Scholarship to recognize him for his extensive volunteer activities.

· English teacher Michelle Allen is Dreher’s “Teacher of the Year.”  Celeste Smith was named Dreher’s “Employee of the Year.”  Both are finalists for District honors.

· Ten members of Dreher's chapter of Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) placed at the District Leadership Conference.  Placing first were seniors Nahndi Kirk-Bradley and Thanh Vi Nguyen in Public Service Announcement. Lauren Davis and Nadia Elkazzaz placed second in Digital Video Production. Eliana Robinson was second in Economics and Calvin Pough was second in Job Interview. Third place was held by Ayana Scriven in Business Law, Monique Sparkman in Help Desk, and Mya Bligen in Public Speaking II. Odalys Trejo placed fourth in Graphics Design.

· Lauren Davis and Nadia Elkazzaz placed third in Digital Video Production at the SC FBLA Leadership Conference in Charleston.

· Members of the 100 Black Men of Columbia Mentoring Group met Mrs. Ben Carson at their monthly luncheon in February. 

· Junior Taylor Goodwin was a finalist in the “This School’s Got Talent” competition.  

· Col. Walter L. Watson Jr., USAF (Retired), pioneer in US aviation history, was the Black History Month featured speaker.

· Nahndi Kirk-Bradley was named “Future Leader of South Carolina” by Hot 109.5 FM.

· Two NJROTC cadets received honor cords symbolizing their enlistment in the military at a meeting of the District One Board of School Commissioners.  Senior Monica Robinson has joined the Marine Corps and senior Calvin Pough will be joining the Navy.

· The Dreher Robotics Team were semifinalists at the Rocket City Regional Competition in Huntsville, Alabama.  The team is coached by science teachers Brooke Slocum and Sumter Link.  The Huntsville competitors were senior and team captain, Kyra Ostrovsky; senior Ethan Gibson; juniors Gracie Barrineau, Gabriel Buenrrostro and Jamel Addahoumi;  sophomores Meredith Smolka and Joseph Cammarata, and freshman Chagzuan Yao.

· Dreher’s MS Walk Team raised $3270 for MS.  

· Superintendent of Education Molly Spearman held a press conference at Dreher and recognized seniors heading off to careers in the military.

