 Dreher's Bragging Rights for 2017-2018


AcademicsArtsAthletics&Activities
AAAA




Achievement in Academics

· Three seniors were named National Merit Semifinalists:  Noah Benitez-Nelson, Gus Burgess and Jack Reynolds.  

· Two seniors were named National Commended Scholars:  Benjamin Eidson and Charles Sophocleous.

· 290 of our students took 584 AP exams in 2017.  72% of those exams were passed with a score of 3, 4 or 5, a percentage well above national (56%) and state (57%) averages.  A 100% pass rate was achieved by the AP Art students and the first-year AP Seminar students.  Over 90% of the AP US History students passed that exam.

· The average composite ACT score of seniors in the class of 2017 rose to 19.4 from 19.2, above the State level of 18.4.

· The mean Total SAT scores (Evidence Reading and Writing + Math) in 2017 was 1090, higher than both the State (1058) and national (1044) averages.

· The Math Team coached by Stefan Singer and Alison Schriro finished third at the USC Math Competition.  Team members were Leah Vazsonyi, Grace Stricklin, Rahul Bulusu, Florence Wang, Kathleen Allden, Amy Yao, Zuri Gilmore, Jackson Ellenberg, Joseph Cammarata, Jack Reynolds and Michael Shimizu.

· Freshman Leon Wang was a top local (South Carolina) finalist in the State Chemistry Olympiad and qualified for the National Chemistry Olympiad, where he finished in the top 144 nationally, earning a place on the 2018 National Chemistry Olympiad Honor List.

· Junior Mary Devall Koenigs was a finalist in the fifth annual SC High School Writing Contest sponsored by USC Honors College.

· Honored as High School Scholars and/or Academic All-Stars are Elisabeth Allen, Noah Benitez-Nelson, Caroline Bishop, Samantha Blease, Joshua Brady, Sophia Bulzoni, Elizabeth Burbage, Joseph Cammarata, Elisa Cate, Jordan Del Priore, Delaney Dunn, Benjamin Eidson, Rachel Evatt, Kennedie Fee, Eric Ferguson, Shayon Ghoshroy, Jean Gonzalez-Flores, Craig Harrill, Olivia Harvey, Sarah Hicks, Gabrielle Hrin, Hanson Hudgens, Christopher Hynes, Gabrielle Johnson, Cailan Jones, Seamus Judge, Stephen Kovaz, Kalie Mathis, Naomi Matthusen, Claire McConnell, Allen Myers, Zoe Owen, Marshall Pinto, Silvana Portillo, Thomas Postic, Abigail Putnam, Devyn Rankin, Jackson Reynolds, Charlotte Ricker, Cassius Rojas, Matthew Shannon, Maggie Shaw, Samantha Shaw, Miller Ayn Smoak, Meredith Smolka, Cameron Sonefeld, Charles Sophocleous, Auzjah Taylor,  and James Williams.

· Leah Vazsonyi scored a perfect 800 on the math portion of the SAT, and then scored four more 800s on SAT subject tests in Physics, Math Level 1, Math Level 2, and Latin.

· Jackson Reynolds, Florence Wang and Amy Yao each scored a perfect 800 on the math portion of the SAT.

· AJ Myers achieved twelve years of perfect attendance.




Achievement in the Arts

· For the second consecutive year, Sophia Bulzoni had two photographs selected for the 2017 South Carolina Photography Exhibition at the Columbia Museum of Art and later to be displayed for one year in the Capitol Hill offices of Senator Lindsay Graham. 

· Art teacher Jennifer Gorlewski received the prestigious Mac Arthur Goodwin Award from the Columbia Museum of Art for outstanding contributions to the field of arts education in South Carolina.

· Placing in the 2017 South Carolina State Fair were Julia Rayfield, junior, First Place in 2-D drawing; Mary Huth, junior, First Place in Photography; Macie Leath, junior, Second Place in Photography; Grace Benson, sophomore, Third Place in 3-D; Clavin Coombs, senior, Honorable Mention in 2-D drawing; and Florence Wang, junior, Honorable Mention in 2-D drawing.

· Eight students were selected for Region Orchestra:  Senior Olivia Harvey, junior Kelsi Hallman, sophomores Grace Benson, Rahul Bulusu and Gresham Poole and freshmen Blake Craig, Eleanor Wachtel and Catie Willm.  

· Ten students were selected for All-State Chorus: Anna Boesl, Nia Burton, Clavin Coombs, Lauren Gantt, Jean Gonzalez-Flores, Leah Hug, Matthew McKnight, Jamel Reynolds, Raekwon Scott and Gabrielle Smyrl. 

· For the third consecutive year the Dreher chorus performed at the Governor’s Carolighting Ceremony at the State House.  

· Eight Dreher students were named to the Region Orchestra:  Blake Craig (9th), Eleanor Wachtel (9th), Catie Willm (9th), Grace Benson (10th), Rahul Bulusu (10th), Gresham Poole (10th), Kelsi Hallman (11th), and Olivia Harvey (12th).

· The first performance of Dreher's chapter of United Sound was during the Winter 2017 Band Concert.  Special Education teacher Rebecca Smith-Hill and Band Director Dr. Chris Lee established the first SC chapter of United Sound, offering musical performance experiences through peer mentorship for students with special needs.  

· The Marching Band placed ninth in State Competition.

· Six students were named to the first-ever All-State Guitar Ensemble:  Elizabeth Thomson, Aujaunae Brown, Everett Aguirre, Quinlan Dandridge and Rex Hagins and Ross Crowley.

· Junior Kelsi Hallman was selected to play double bass with the grades 11-12 All-State Orchestra.

· Selected to All-State Concert Band: senior Ben Eidson, junior Luke Smoak, and freshmen Bryson Stakely and Leon Wang.
 
· Selected to All-State Jazz Band: seniors Everett Aguirre, Delaney Dunn and Ben Eidson, junior Luke Smoak and sophomore Derreck Webber.

· Being named to All-Region Band were Kennedie Fee, Delaney Dunn, Daniela Manzano, Bryson Stakely, Kristian Patterson, Sterling Harris, Gabby Cruz, Everett Aguirre, Gabe Jenkins, Jackson Ellenberg, Hannah Gross, Sophie MacRae, Anna Sophocleous, Timothy Smith, Matthew Lacoste and Derreck Webber.

· Concert Band, made up mostly of freshmen, performed in Class V and received an Excellent Rating at the SC Band Directors Association Concert Performance Assessment.  Symphonic Band performed in Class VI (next to the highest competition category) and was rated Superior with Distinction.

· Olivia Harvey received the McAndrew Award at the District's Annual Art Show. 

· Maggie Marsh placed first in the SC Education Association's Read Across South Carolina poster competition. 

· Fifty-seven Drama students attended the annual Palmetto Dramatics Association/SC International Thespian Society Competition (PDA/SCITS).  Eleven qualified for National Competition:  Group Musical - Sydney Largent, Arrington Jones, Raekwon Scott, Demarcus Williams; Solo Musical - Maggie Smith, Salathiah Campbell, Warren Hastie; 
Monologues - Mary Devall Koenigs and Jamie Porter; Short Film - Mary Devall Koenigs and Alexa Nyberg; Stage Management - Jessa Philp.

· The one-act play, "Tracks" won Outstanding Set Design by Yedelsa Whitehead, Excellence in Acting for Keke Jones, Honorable Mention in Acting - Gus Burgess, Warren Hastie.  

· Claire McConnell received a $500 scholarship from the International Thespian Society.

· Dreher chorus performed by invitation at the convention of the SC Music Educators Association.

· Dreher AP Art students donated 4"x6" canvases to Artists for Africa Charity event.

· Dreher’s Orchestra was rated Superior in the Orchestra Division of the Concert Performance Assessment. 

· Thirteen orchestra students received Superior ratings by SCMEA in individual and ensemble performances: Olivia Harvey, Hartland Mershon, Gabrielle Boyd, Kelsi Hallman, Grace Stricklin, Grace Benson, Morgan Benson, Rahul Bulusu, Noah Dornik, Blake Craig, Grace Franklin, Eleanor Wachtel and Catie Willm.

· Junior Anna Boesl was selected to participate as a soloist at the Rising Stars series of Piccolo Spoleto.

· Based upon four pillars of achievement the Bands of Dreher were named "Outstanding" by the SC Band Directors Association (SCBDA).  This is the highest award given by SCBDA.  The Outstanding Performance Award is based on:  1. Marching Band -Superior Rating; 2. Concert Band -Superior with Distinction;  3. All-State (4 students)/All Region (14 students);  4. Region Band Solo & Ensemble (15 students with superior ratings).



Athletic Achievements

· Seniors Naomi Matthusen and AJ Myers were named as the 2017 Ms. and Mr. Sportsarama.

· Sophomore Hayley Mason is state champion in the 500-yard freestyle and placed second in the 100-yard freestyle at the SC State Swimming Championships.  Freshman Eleanor Wachtel was fifth in the 200-yard freestyle and ninth in the 100-yard backstroke. Senior Eliza Cate placed fourth in the 50-yard free. The relay team of Mason, Cate, Wachtel and Jane Koch won the state championship in the 200-yard freestyle relay and placed third in the 400-yard freestyle relay. The girls finished sixth overall out of twenty-one teams in the meet. 


· Sophomore Walker Stewart was ninth among the boys in the 500-yard freestyle at the SC State Swim Championships. The relay team of Stewart plus freshman Charlie Wheeler, sophomore Noah Dornik and junior Jack Wright placed ninth in the 400-yard freestyle relay.

· Junior Jordan Guyton is Region Player of the Year in girls’ golf.

· Naomi Matthusen and Aidan Mousseau were Dreher’s nominees for the Wendy’s High School Heisman.  Naomi was selected as one of 20 state finalists for the award.

· Kathleen Allden was named All-State in cross country.

· Jay Washington was selected to play in the North-South Football game.

· Jacory Patterson signed to study and run track at Virginia Tech.

· Eric Ferguson was a finalist for the inaugural “Mr. Richland County Football Player of the Year.”

· With the highest GPA among 217 teams, the 2016-2017 girls' soccer team won a Soccer Coaches Association Team Academic Award.

· Signing to study and play soccer in college are Cameron Yelton (USC Union), Naomi Matthusen (Queens University, Charlotte), Maggie Shaw (UT Chattanooga) and Samantha Shaw (UT Chattanooga).  

· Matthew Mintz signed to play baseball at USC Lancaster.

· Ashley Brown signed to play football at Palmetto Prep.

· Haliyah Sumter singed to play basketball at Coker College.

· Justin Dingle, Kyrell Michael and Christian Wells placed in the top ten in the SC State Strength meet. 

· Travis Brown signed to play basketball at Newberry College.

· Jay Washington will play baseball at USC Lancaster.

· Casey Hinson will play volleyball at CIU.

· Coach David Kleinfelder posted his 500th career win at the Dreher v. Chapin girls’ soccer game on April 10, 2018. 

· Jacory Patterson is state champion in the 400 meters and finished second in the 100 meters. Kathleen Allden finished third in the 800 meters and eighth in the 1600 meters. The boys' 4x100 relay finished fourth and the girls' 4x800 relay finished second.

· Dane Hamilton, Jonnie Morgan and Pierce Myrick were selected as All-Region in boys’ soccer.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Maggie Shaw was selected as the Class AAAA Soccer Player of the Year by the SC Coaches Association of Women Sports.

· All-Region honors for winter and spring sports go to Ashley Brown in wrestling, Haliyah Sumter, Travis Brown and Simon Grant in basketball, Caroline Peel, J’Kayla Washington and Mykhaela Seawright in softball, Jay Washington, Matthew Mintz and Jacob Collins in baseball, Daniel Brown and Luke Mangum in tennis, Kathleen Allden, Kalie Mathis, Alex Jenkins, Barry Edmunds, Trenton Clarke, Jaylon Pearson and Jacory Patterson in track, Pierce Myrick, Jonnie Morgan, Dane Hamilton, Maggie Shaw, Samantha Shaw, Naomi Mattusen, Regan Dennis and Reisey Dillard in soccer.   

· Maggie Shaw, Samantha Shaw, Naomi Mattusen and Regan Dennis were All-State in soccer.







Outstanding Activities
· Dreher was awarded the HealthierUS School Challenge Gold Award  by the US Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service, for taking steps to improve the health of our students.  

· The Dreher Walk for Life Team raised $865 for Palmetto Health Foundation.

· Math teacher Courtney Holden was selected as Dreher’s “Teacher of the Year.”  She is a finalist for District Teacher of the Year.

· Key Club, National Honor Society and Kindness Club collected just over $1000 in cash donations to Harvest Hope in the One Day/One Dollar campaign.  In addition, we donated 34 boxes of nonperishable items to Harvest Hope.

· Custodial supervisor Theresa Guinyard was selected as Dreher’s “Classified Employee of the Year.”

· The 2017 edition of "Whisper," Dreher's Literary Magazine was rated "Excellent" by the NCTE, National Council of Teachers of English, one of only three school magazines in the state to be recognized.  Jennifer Gorlewski is the faculty advisor. Student editors in 2017 were Emma Bliese, Sarah Swan Kloos and Taylor Coones. 

· Blue Devil Mechanics, our Robotics team finished in the top ten at the Huntsville FIRST Robotics competition.

· Twenty-one Dreher students were recognized at the annual Young and Gifted Awards sponsored by the Columbia Urban League.

· At the Mock Trial Competition Madeline Petkewich was named Best Attorney. Best Witness awards went to Madeline Goodlett and Mary Frances Shavo. Most Effective Attorney by peers: Charles Sophocleous; Most Effective Witness by peers: Abby Kahn.

· Junior Madeline Petkewich was a finalist for the Bezos Scholars program, selected because of her research into bringing clean water to Tanzania. 

· Led by Donte Bailey, the NJROTC unarmed squad placed third - only one point out of first - in the State Championship Drill Meet.  Members of the squad are were Mya Blakely, Tyrese Kelly, Brianna Thomas, Keith Robinson, Tavon Scott, Johanne Martinez, Madison Artemus, Gerald Robinson, Zach Huggins, Donte Bailey, McKenzie Johnson, Jaquan Austin-Inabinett and Patrick Bunch.

· Dreher hosted the annual Richland One Day Prom for high school and transition age students throughout the District.  
