 Dreher's Bragging Rights for 2019-2020
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Achievement in Academics



· Ten seniors were named National Merit Finalists: Mary Frances Shavo, Sarah Germany, Hanah Watts, Johan Willem Van Rosevelt, Catherine Reid, Julian Jackson Ellenberg, David Shealy, Rahul Bulusu, Alexander Randall, and Caroline Hynes.  Again this year we have more finalists than all but four schools in the state.

· Nine seniors were named National Merit Semifinalists: Mary Frances Shavo, Sarah Germany, Hanah Watts, Johan Willem Van Rosevelt, Catherine Reid, Julian Jackson Ellenberg, David Shealy, Alexander Randall, and Caroline Hynes. 

· Catherine Reid was awarded a National Merit Scholarship by the National Merit Scholarship Corporation.

· Jackson Ellenberg was awarded a National Merit Scholarship by Northwestern Unnivesity and Sarah Germany and Caroline Hynes were awarded National Meritc Scholarships by University of South Carolina. 

· Three seniors were named National Merit Commended Scholars:  Tyler Kendrick, Hayley Mason, and Michael Shimizu.


· 373 of our students took 849 AP exams in 2019 and 76% of the exams earned a score of 3 or higher, well above the state and national average of 58%.


· The mean SAT score of the seniors who graduated in 2019 was 1124, composed of 568 on Evidence-Based Reading and Writing and 556 on Math.  The state’s mean ERW score was 521 compared with the national mean of 524 and the state’s Math average score was 500 while the nation’s was 515.  Seventy-four percent of graduating seniors took the SAT, versus 57% statewide.

· Leon Wang placed among the top 154 in the 2019 National Chemistry Olympiad.  

· Leon Wang and Jackson Ellenberg represented South Carolina in the 2020 National Chemistry Olympiad.  Dreher’s team of Hannah Ammons, Lavanya Bakshi, Victorious Bright, Emma Depret-Bixio, Jackson Ellenberg, Elizabeth Hudgens, Abigail Lacy, Elizabeth Rambo, Michael Shimizu, Leon Wang and Baylis Wright achieved the highest composite score of any team in the South Carolina Chemistry Olympiad.


· Twenty-three Dreher High School students in the Class of 2019 earned the College Board’s Advanced Placement (AP) Capstone Diploma based on the work they completed at Dreher.  An additional 20 students in the upcoming Class of 2020 also met the requirements for the AP Capstone Diploma based on their work through the end of junior year.  These achievers are Kathleen Allden, Mary Kelly Allen, Anthony Androulakis, Ashton Butler, Porter Burkett, Lewis Brown Davies, Aidan DeJames, Regan Dennis, Dana DeVeaux, Maryevelyn Dillard, Ella DuBard, Jackson Ellenberg, Sarah Germany, Madeline Goodlett, Celeste Johnson, Jamia Jones, Abigail Kahn, Tyler Kendrick, Aidan Keup, Mary Devall Koenigs, Hayley Mason, Aidan McInnis, Isabel Montague, Alexa Nyberg, Sarah Parker, Madeline Petkewich, Jessa Phil, Eleanor Pulliam, Catherine Reid, Luke Reynolds, Maherah Shaik, Mary Frances Shavo, Reagan Smith, Dalan Solomon, Ariana Tata, Florence Wang, Willem Van Rosevelt, Leah Vazsonyi, Madeline Voelkel, Anna LiAi Walkup, Tasya Washington, Hanah Watts, and Changxuan Amy Yao.

· In the graduating class of 2020 are twenty AP Capstone Diploma Recipients and fifteen additional AP Capstone Diploma Candidates.
· 
· Dreher received a rating of "EXCELLENT" on the 2018-2019 School Report Card.  

· Dreher was a Palmetto Silver medal recipient for the school years 2017-2018 and 2018-2019.

· Dreher’s 2019 End-of-course exam passage rates (grade of C or higher) exceed state averages in all four areas:  English I, 67.8% (200 out of 295) vs. 56.3% statewide; Algebra I, 65.2% (193/296) vs. 54.9% statewide; Biology, 60.9% (181/297) vs. 54.4% statewide; US History, 61.1% (160/262) vs. 47.7% statewide.

· Our 2019 on-time graduation rate was 86.8% compared to 81.1% statewide.

· Based upon AP exams taken through May 2019, Dreher recorded 65 AP Scholars, 17 AP Scholars with Honor, 62 AP Scholars with Distinction, and 19 National AP Scholars. 

· Amy Yao was the 2019 State of South Carolina AP Scholar, having passed 18 AP exams during her four years at Dreher.  

· Graduating in the Class of 2020 were five National AP Scholars, 29 AP Scholars with Distinction, seven AP Scholars with Honor and fourteen AP Scholars.

· In the graduating class of 2020 are thirty-four Palmetto Fellows Candidates.   

· There are seventy-two High School Scholars/ Academic All-Stars in the class of 2020.

· Forty-six seniors graduated from the Engineering and Science Academy, fifty-four from the Humanities Academy, forty-one from the AP Institute, and fifty from the Fine Arts Academy.

· 83.3% of diploma earners were judged to be “College or Career Ready.” 

· Projects of the following students were selected for display at Richland One's STEM Showcase: Ella Jenkins and Will Barr, "Does temperature affect the intonation of an instrument?"  Maggie Shavo, "Is Your Shampoo Toxic?" and Alyssa Gillam, Kieonna French, and Sofie Jones, "Can You Go Natural?”  

· Catherine  Reid was Dreher’s Career and Technical Education (CTE) Student of the Year.  Iyonna Rickerson was the District-level CTE Student of the Year.  Jalen Morris was the Heyward Career and Technology Center’s Student of the Year.




Achievement in the Arts

· Arrington Jones, Tyler Wesley, Ella Dubard and Sofie Jones captured “Superior in Performance” awards at the International Thespian Festival in Lincoln, Nebraska.

· Dreher students won awards at the 2019 State Fair.  Grade 9: Caroline Phillips, 3rd place, Layla Davis, 4th place, Allison Zeck, 5th place, Maggie Shavo, 7th place.  Grade 10: Brianna Hernandez, 3rd place. Grade 11: Jazmyn Quattlebaum, 2nd place,  
Emily Gates, 3rd place.


· The following students were selected for the South Carolina Music Educators Association Region 3 Orchestra.  Grades 9/10: Adam Adler, Viola; Catherine Akhvlediani, Cello; Jackson Morton, Cello; Eli Crisan, Bass.  Grades 11/12: Eleanor Wachtel, Violin; Daniella Manzano-Hernandez, Violin; Blake Craig, Viola.

· Dreher marching band earned second place out of five bands and eleventh out of twenty-three overall at the River Bluff Competition.  

· At the Walterboro Classic the marching band won Best Color Guard, Best Horn Line, top music, and top visual.  Out of the thirteen bands competing, we were ranked first in Color Guard and second place overall.


· At the Palmetto Esprit De Corps Invitational the marching band earned a Superior Rating, second place in Class III, Best Percussion in Class III, and the Esprit De Corps Award for outstanding sportsmanship.

· Superior with Distinction awards at District Theatre Festival:  Janis Nordeen, Technical Theatre - Costume Design; Anna Swearingen, Monologues; Demarcus Williams and Sydney Largent, Duet Musical; Sydney Gardner-McCrossin and Maggie Jones, Duet Scene.  Superior awards: Liam Judge, Jeb Bartlett, Ellie Thomson, Lucy Jones, Emma Owens, all Superior in Monologue; Sofie Jones, Mel Driggers, Maddie Voelkel and Willie Allen, all Superior in Solo Musical; Je'taime Goldwire and Leah Hug, Superior in Duet Musical.

· Dreher Marching Band received a Superior Rating and 4th Place finish at the SCBDA 3A Lower State Championship Competition.   

· The Marching Band received a Superior Rating and a 6th Place finish at the SCBDA 3A State Championships.  Sixth place is our highest ever!

· Named to All-State chorus are Anna Swearingen, Hannah Ammons, Joel Brown, Lucy Grace Burnett, Nia Burton, Deronne Davis, Hateria Goodwin, Hannah Gross, Arrington Jones, Edwin “Mingo” Martin, Ella Parker-Harley, Elijah Seawright, Lucy Semmelmeyer, Kevin Slade, Derreck Webber and Demarcus Williams. 

· Named to the District Honor Choir are Alexander Ackerman, Willie Allan, Hannah Ammons, Iyanna Anderson, Drew Austin, Jeb Bartlett, Evan Boesl, Alexandria Brown, Joel Brown, Nia Burton, Lucy Grace Burnett, Cassidy Canfield, Kathleen Conrad, Lydia Conte, Taylor Cook, Cheyanne Crosby, Laura Culler, Deronne Davis, Camryn Dildine, Lauren Gantt, Victor Gantt, Hateria Goodwin, Icis Greene, Hannah Gross, Leah Hug, Arrington Jones, Sofia Jones, Tyerria Jones, Lillian King, Sydney Largent, Breckin Marple, Edwin Martin, Caroline Mason, Kelli McAlhany, Grace Palmer, Ella Parker-Harley, Eliana Pinckney, Elijah Seawright, Lucy Semmelmeyer, Kevin Slade, Anna Swearingen, Jabari Thomas, Shadaiya Trent-Seright, Madeline Voelkel, Derreck Webber and Demarcus Williams.

· Orchestra members placing at the SCMEA Orchestra competition for Grades 11/12 Senior Orchestra: Eleanor Wachtel-1st Violin, 14th Chair, Daniela Manzano Hernandez-2nd Violin, 8th Chair, Blake Craig-Viola, Principal, 1st Chair.  Placing for Grades 9/10 Junior Orchestra were Adam Adler-Viola, 8th Chair, Catherine Akhvlediani-Cello, 4th Chair, Jackson Morton-Cello, 6th Chair, and Eli Crisan-Bass, 9th Chair.

· At the SCMEA Region 3 Orchestra competition Blake Craig was named principal (first chair) violist and was featured as a soloist in a quintet of principal players in George Gershwin’s Lullaby. 

· Achieving recognition in the All-State Orchestra are Black Craig and Eleanor Wachtel. Catherine Akhvlediani was selected as an alternate.

· Of the 16 students selected for the All-State Guitar ensemble, eleven are Dreher students of Mr. Broughton:  Emily Gates, Cale Johnson, Hannah White, Coby Van Rosevelt, Quinlan Dandridge, Ryan Campbell, Zack Godby, Lennon Hunt, Rion Williams, Ellie Thomson, and Sean Adams.

· Named to the All-State Band are Julia Benitez-Nelson, Elizabeth Nobles, Walker Rosier, Emma Marie Rowland, and Bryson Stakely.

· Named to the All-State Jazz Band are Bryson Stakely and Derreck Webber.

· The following Dreher students make up half of District Dance Company: De'Ontae Chambers (highest scorer in the district), Priscilla Hayes, Zoey Hughes, Olivia Williams, Hannah Ammons, Caroline Walkup, Dylan Morgan, Eliana Pinckney, and Logan Acker.

· Allison Spivey was awarded Honorable Mention for her ceramic piece "Humphrey" and Jazmyn Quattlebaum was awarded a Gold Key for her ceramic sgraffito platter in regional competition for the Scholastic Art & Writing Awards. Jazmyn's work will be considered for a national medal.

· District Honor Orchestra: 1st Violin - Catie Willm, Eleanor Wachtel, Ada Schavo, Benjamin Chauhan, Brendan Reynolds-Stoianov, Trent Seaman, Jordan Hurt, Achilles Hahn; 2nd Violin - Audrey White, Daniela Manzano Hernandez, Abraham Lohnes. Katherine Tam, Makalya Toomer, Charlotte Carleton Taylor, Brooke Perry, Derrone Davis, DeMarion Dwyer, Marquel Pearson; Viola - Blake Craig (perfect score!), Adam Adler, Walker Stewart, Brown Davies; Cello - Jackson Morton, Catherine Akhvlediani, Jessica Hill, Jane Semmelmeyer, Ryan Borkowski, Makayla Chisholm, Amora Okoduwa; and Bass - Elizabeth Nobles, Eli Crisan, Yanni Jacobs.

· Forty-one Drama students competed at statewide PDA/SCITS festival.  Our play won the Chapter Select competition and will represent South Carolina at the International Thespian Festival. Willie Allen, Jeb Bartlett, Demarcus Williams, and Je'Taime Goldwire each received special awards for their acting this play.

· The following students received special honors at PDA/SCITS:  Janis Nordeen, Zoe Barber and Mel Driggers - Superior in Costume Design; Ellie Thomson, Willie Allen and Zuzu Maltarich - Superior in Solo Musical; Sydney Largent and Demarcus Williams - Superior in Duet Musical; Amelia Lacy and Lindsay Steele - Superior in Duet Scene; Liam Judge and Walker Weaver - Superior in Short Film; Anna Swearingen - Superior in Monologues. 

· Willie Allen, Maddie Voelkel, Leah Hug, and Ellie Thomson each won a $500 scholarship at PDA/SCITS for their excellence in Theatre.  Emma Owens was named a State Thespian Officer and will serve on the board for the 2020-2021 school year.

· 22 Dreher Band students performed at the SCBDA Region Band Clinic.

· Director of Bands Dr. Chris Lee was voted into the South Carolina Chapter of the American School Band Directors Association by the National Executive Committee.

· Julia Burden's artwork (Jellyfish) was accepted for exhibition at ArtFields Jr (ArtFields Jr). 

·  Gayle Boyd’s painting was the overall winner and won Best of Show in the statewide South Carolina Art Education Association’s Youth Art Month competition.
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Athletic Achievements

· Girls’ swim team placed third overall at the Dreher Invitational Swim Meet. Top-10 finishes: Hayley Mason, 1st in 100 Free, 1st in 100 Back; Eleanor Wachtel, 3rd in 500 Free, 4th in 100 Free; Jane Koch, 4th in 50 Free, 7th in 100 Fly.  Hayley, Eleanor, Jane and Lydia Conte placed second in the 200-free and 200-medley relays. Dreher records set by Hayley Mason in the 100 back and the medley relay team of Mason, Conte, Koch and Wachtel in the medley relay.

· Jania Williams, senior volleyball captain, was chosen as the WLTX Player of the Week.

· At State AAAA Swim Championships the girls team finished 6th overall and the boys team finished 17th.  Six school records were broken.   Finishes in the top twenty in the State were:  Hayley Mason, 2nd in 100 back and free.  Jane Koch, 3rd in 50 free, 7th in 100 fly.  Eleanor Wachtel, 4th in 200 free, 5th in 100 free.  Both 200 free and 400 yard free relays of Jane Koch, Lydia Conte, Eleanor Wachtel and Hayley Mason finished second.  Lydia Conte was 14th in 100 back. Hannah Ammons was 16th in 100 breast and 20th in the 200 yard individual medley.  The 200 yard medley relay team of Lydia Conte, Lillian Ammons, Hannah Ammons and Francie Shavo finished 12th

 Walker Stewart was 5th in the 200 yard free and 8th in the 500 free. In 14th place in both the medley and 200 free relays were Walker Stewart, Lleyton Harrison, Achilles Hahn and Landon Harrison.  

· Levante Binion placed first in the District One Cross-Country Meet.  Sam Kolowith was second.  The boys’ team finished second overall.  

· Lydia Conte was second and Emma Charlton was third at the District One Cross-Country Meet.  The girls finished second overall.

· Top-ten finishers named All-Region in Cross Country: Emma Charlton, Lydia Conte, Sam Kolowith, Levante Binion, and Luke Walde.

· Alex Jenkins and David Shealy were named to the All-Region Football Team.

· At the Palmetto Power Clean Dreher placed second overall with the following placements:  140 & Below Females: 1st, Caroline Phillips (125lbs) and 4th, Samantha Norris (115lbs).  160 Males: 1st, Caison Hood (245lbs), and 4th, Marquel Pearson (205).  170 Males:  3rd, Aiden McInnis (235) and 6th, Marcus Pearson (185lbs). 180 Males: 1st Jordan Foy (250lbs) and 5th Josh Smith (195lbs). 190 Males: 2nd Alex Jenkins (260lbs).  210 Females: 1st Suzanne Thompson (135lbs). 260 Males: 1st Micaiah Settles (285lbs).  

· Kourtney English and Amber Burton were named to the Region 4-AAAA basketball team.

· Drequan Wilson was named to the Region 4-AAAA basketball team.

· Leon Wang is Lower State Champion in Wrestling (126 lb). Leon, Peter Valerio, Josh Smith, and Landon Hucks qualified for the State Championship.

· Cai’son Hood, Micaiah Settles, and Elijah Goodman placed first in their weight classes at the region Strength Meet and qualified for State competition.  

· Jalen Morris committed to play baseball at Coker University. 

·  Celena Raiford signed with Limestone College to continue her track and field career.  

· Softball catcher Caroline Peel committed to Rensselaer Polytechnic University in NY where she will major in Engineering.




Outstanding Activities

· Lucy Semmelmeyer and Aidan Gruner were recognized as Carolina Master Scholars by USC because they completed at least three courses in summer program for academically talented students.

· Dreher Walk for Life Team raised $1070 for Palmetto Health Breast Center.

· Dreher contributed $1080 to Harvest Hope Food bank.

· Dreher Kindness Club filled three dozen stockings for our Dreher friends at Epworth.

· Because of the generosity of the community we were able to help nearly 50 Dreher families at Thanksgiving and Christmas with food baskets, turkeys, and gift cards to students.  Among the kind donors were Shandon United Methodist, Shandon Presbyterian and St. John Episcopal churches, Families Helping Families (funded by Dreher parents, faculty, and staff) and several teams and clubs including baseball, Honor Society, and Key Club. 

· Every week members of St. John Episcopal Church and Shandon Presbyterian Church donate nonperishable food items for our weekend backpack program.  Because of their generosity, nearly two dozen students have food and snacks for the weekend. 

· Dreher Mock Trial Team qualified for State competition having finished FIRST after three rounds at Columbia Region competition. Named as Most Outstanding Attorneys - Gabby Cruz and Anna Sophocleous; and Most Outstanding Witnesses - Tasya Washington (2 rounds) and Parker Shea.

· Senior Callie Reid represented Dreher as a "Legend in the Making" at the 2020 Richland One Hall of Fame Gala.

· Our AP Art students created postcard-sized paintings for auction at Artists for Africa, an annual charity event.

· At its annual celebration of "Young and Gifted" African-American students in our community, the Urban League of Columbia honored Dreher's nominees.  Spotlight Award went to Tasya Washington.  Dreher's Academic Award honorees were Breana Woodard, Jordan Gabriel Jones, Iyona Rickerson, Dana DeVeaux, Nia Burton, Fethiye Harris, Jayla Robinson, Olivia Thrower, Tasya Washington, Kourtlyn Makyla Ellis, Zaria Gilmore-Stevenson, Kayla Morman, Jania Williams, Dereck Webber, and Ugonna Okereke.  Honorees in the Arts were Dana DeVeaux, Nia Burton, Derreck Webber, and Breana Woodard.  Recognized for Leadership were Ugonna Okereke, Derreck Webber, Iyona Rickerson, and Breana Woodard.  Recognized for their achievements in Career and Technology Education were Levante' Binion, Derreck Webber, Iyona Rickerson, and Ugonna Okereke.  Recognition for athletic achievements went to Jordan Gabriel Jones, Levante' Binion, Jania Williams, Iyona Rickerson, and Nia Burton.

· Dreher Mechanics finished 14th out of the 64 teams at Palmetto Regional Robotics Competition.  Team members are Lavanya Bakshi, Nicholas Bundy, Benjamin Chauhan,  Sanjeev
Chauhan, Shaniya Davis, Stafford Dudick, Jackson Ellenberg, Aidan Gruner, Elizabeth Hudgens, Tally Maldonado, Zuzu Maltarich, Samuel McConnell, London Oona, Jackson Robinson, Elliot Scher, Ada Shavo, William Smolka, Jazhara Solan, William Suggs, Caspar Tarr, William Varner, Milo Weinberg, Hannah White, and Baylis Wright.

· Heyward Career and Technology Center honored Ashante Dove, Jayla McMillian, Jordan Hughes, Ketera Morris and Zshakira Jackson for their participation in the Blue Cross Blue Shield Internship Program. 

· Director of Bands Dr. Chris Lee was voted into the South Carolina Chapter of the American School Band Directors Association by the National Executive Committee.







