Richland County School District One
Superintendent’s School Improvement Council Meeting
Thursday, February 16, 2017
MEETING MINUTES

The meeting was called to order by Dr. Traci Cooper (Richland One Superintendent’s SIC Liaison) at 5:37pm.

Dr. Cooper thank everyone for coming to the meeting to talk about their schools and gain important information from the State SIC office and share some best practices.

The first order of business was to adopt and approve the minutes from the November 17th meeting.  A motion to approve the minutes was offered by Judge Mildred McDuffie.  The motion was seconded. The motion was unanimously approved and the motion carried.

S.C. State School Improvement Council Honor Roll:  Hand Middle School was recognized as a South Carolina SIC Honor Roll School.  To be a SIC Honor Roll School means you have a point of distinction along with 25 other schools across the state that have reached level 1 and 2 status of the Dick & Tunky Riley Award for SIC Excellence.  

S.C. SIC 2017 Annual Meeting:  State SIC meeting will be held on Saturday, March 18, 2017 at the S.C. State Museum from 9:00am-3:00pm; a day of networking and professional development. The five finalists for the Dick & Tunky Riley Award will be announced.  The registration fee is $27.00 which will include breakfast and lunch and all of the materials.  The deadline for registration is Monday, March 13 on the SIC website (sic.sc.gov).

South Carolina State Board of Education Volunteer Awards:  The district will align their efforts and recognize their outstanding volunteers through participating though the State Board of Education volunteer award process.  Mr. Jackson stated that there are three categories to choose from (individual, business and    ).  A 2000 word essay must be written explaining the category chosen.  All schools are asked to submit an application.  All applications must be received in the Volunteer Office located at 1225 Oak Street, Waverley Administration Building to Mr. Jackson by March 17th so that they can be screened.  March 31st is the deadline for all applications to be turned into the State Department. If there are any questions, contact Mr. Jackson at david.jackson@richlandone.org.  This event will take the place of the district’s SIC Volunteer Awards program previously scheduled for May 2nd.

The next and last meeting of the year will be held April 20th.  The annual report to the parents will be discussed so we’re asking everyone to attend.  The report is due on April 30th.  Two working sessions will be held on Wednesday, April 5th at 10:00am and 5:00pm for principals and committee chairs to work on their drafts so they can received feedback on them. This report is generated by the SIC officers and chairs.  It is stipulated by state law so we have 100% compliance and have all information submitted as outlined. A reminder will be sent to all SIC Chairs. Dr. Cooper will be available for assistance before April 5th.  She will be glad to come to your sight.  95% of our schools are in compliance of meeting the deadlines.

Superintendent’s Report:  Dr.  Witherspoon announced that the Board approve the 2017-2018 calendar and it is located on the district’s homepage.  August 21st is the start date for school.  A Bill is in the Legislature to start school early, but hasn’t been passed yet.  The survey is still open to get feedback from parents. He also reported on a Virtual School program that will start in the district and also the rebranding of the district.  Dr. Witherspoon mentioned the Parents Engagement meetings that were held in order to see how the district is performing and so that parents can help their students at home. The information will be mailed to community organizations.  He also mentioned about the students being assessed during the summer.  Budget Workshops will be held throughout the district starting February 20 at South Kilbourne, February 27 at Southeast Middle, March 6 at J.P. Thomas starting at 6:00pm.

Dr. Quantina Haggwood:  (see PowerPoint)
Dr. Haggwood stated that she focuses on Elementary curriculum and Chovan Jennings focuses on the Secondary.
The PreK program consists of 52 classes across the district in24 elementary schools.  Most of the elementary schools have at least one PreK class.  There are approximately 1000 four years olds which is one of the largest program in the state.  Literacy, numeracy and social, emotional development are focused on heavily to make sure that the four year olds are ready for kindergarten.  The requirements to register for PreK, the required documents needed and the requirement parent’s meetings are listed in the PowerPoint.  
Language Immersion consists of eight classes (2 PreK Spanish, 2 PreK Mandarin, 2 K Spanish and 2 K Mandarin.  Students spend ½ day in English classes and the other ½ in their foreign language class.  Next year first grade will be added (2 Spanish and 2 mandarin classes. Two additional Kindergarten Spanish classes will be added. Sixty-four slots will be available.  Transportation to Carver-Lyon is available.  Application are due by March 7 at 5:00pm for Language Immersion Program and person are required to attend.
PreK students are selected by a lottery which happens two weeks after the application deadline.  If selected, all guidelines for regular PreK are followed.

See PowerPoint for a list of Parent Information Sessions.

Summer Reading Camps are mandated by Legislation (ACT 284).  The law was provided to create a comprehensive system of support for schools and students to make sure that students are graduating on time and have the literacy skills that are needed to be successful in college, careers and citizenships.  ACT 284 focuses on PreK-12th grades by the primary purpose of it is to make sure students are reading on grade level by the end of third grade.  Camps are provided for students that have difficulty in reading.  The primary objective is to improve the literacy levels of all participants so that there will not be any summer slides.  Attendance was 77% this year and we’re trying to increase it to 95%.  Four or more sites are needed and at least 600 students will be invited.  Other grade levels will be invited if space permits.

Dr. Jennifer Coleman: Dr. Coleman gave an update on the assessment testing for PreK-12th grade. (see PowerPoint)

Tom Hudson:  Mr. Hudson gave an overview of the importance of SICs and the importance of having ByLaws.  This information can be found on the state’s SIC website.
He also gave the SIC five finalist:  

· Bluffton Middle SIC, Beaufort County School District
· Harbison West Elementary SIC, Lexington Richland 5
· St. James Elementary, Horry County
· South Florence High School, Florence County
· South Point High, Rock Hill

The meeting was adjourned at 7:30pm.
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